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Proposal for wind power tower in flux

EY ELIZABETH QUILL
Frerf Wriver

Last fall the college™s facilitics
planming  conminllee approved. o
proposal e construct a wand pows
2 bowwer For campas wae, Dol oew
developrmenss could
compdicale Lhe project.

Crogoally, the  pro-
posal's  developers
John Confer, associate
professor of biology, and
Bieth Ellen Clark Juseph,
assistant  profesae of
physics —  sugeesncd
King Foad  located
sourth of the collese, s the
bt lecanion For @ iooser,

Howewer,  Confer
st Tewe York: Slate En-
ergy ardd Besource Devedopanent Au-
thoory gidelines magld reguioe o sie
closer b0 campus, meaning  the
blades might nod be able spin.

“This 15 supposed 1 be an ad-
vertizemient for wind power, and
pecple would look op then: and say,
“1t's mot working,™ Confer said.

Trumeling for the voarer is nvndlable
thecagh o WY SERDA grl iy pro-
vides money for insironons devel-
oping renewable coergy sowrces for
wdducational porposes. The rrond
wirnld Tund 70 percent of the est-
rivafed F80,000 ansrallation cost.

Peter Bardaglio, provest and
vive president of wcudemi; affairs,
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il Lhad the proposal has the back-
me of college adminisindors in-
cluding  Presidem Peggy B
Willlams. The college’™ copital
budget would cover thie 324000 ot
pand for by NYSERDA,

Howewver, NYSERDA prelion.
pafily denied the King
Bl bocation, because
e lower messls (o0 be
bualt o the college side
of a meeref, located k-
tween the college and the
power company. Unfor-
ik, e alferssinve
location, abour a qieae
of a raile southeast of the
evarers, il estimalad
wind speed decrenses w
Just abaove the NYEER-
LA funding cutodt.

“I'm persondly kseping my fin-
pars crmesad and hoping we G owork
oirt same kind of compeomise solo-
tinn thot meakes it posasible for the
tower b b Anancially viable as well
it sz Cher educationad amd symibali;
oljectives,” Bardaglio sad.

Confer sasd the proposed 200-foom
tonwer 15 ot tall enough 1o produce
signaficant aroents of elecimaty wil
Ithaca™s wind speeds.

“The listle hitky ones ae meone a
miter  of  conscience,” Confer
sandl, Ha saadl the toweer would alsc
serve edicaticnal parposes,

He: zaid a data logoer on the oow-
er would hmidcied b mnsmission
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A WIND POWER TOWER Ihat would look aimiraf to the one auperimposed in thiz photograph could be
congtructi-d rear King Road, A proposal lor the tower was presented to the board ol irustecs last monih,

Iwer, which wonld send data jooa
webr seover and make it available
arownd the world. Students could cal-
culabe carbon diccide swanes, sulfur
dioxade savings and eoergy oulpat,

The boand of frushees heard a pre-
renration on a proposed wind pow-
or fowed project b ids meeting in loe
Fehruary,

Carl Sgrecat, vice presidem of fi-
mance and administration. said the
board heard the proposol, in ils orig-
it Forrm, moainly for information-
il purpodes.

"My shop iz kind of in a hold-
ing patlern,” Sgrecci said. I is o

question of whether or 1ol we cim
petthe funding Foe it and a location
that raakes it a wsefol endeavor.”

Coofer swid the collape will
hire engineers o wrile the specih-
cations for the building bid with
funds fromm an Environmental Pro-
lection Apency grond. The frm
will then alk 1o KYSERDA abou
King Foad and other locarions. He
capects they will again deay the
King Foud Iocation,

Sprecol sad iF e proposed Jo-
cation clhanges drasncally, a new
propeesal would need o 2o back o
the facilitics planning commitiee

e possibly w0 the boand of
[IALECS.

“We have io0 make a judement
call once wi see how different it iz
from what was ooginally pro-
progead,” he said.

Confer said if HYSERDA docs
upprocee the proposal of the King
Boad locatinn, the project will o 1o
the Town of [thaca Zoning Board,
and the project would  prokably
hippen. If il hoppens, Confer sa1d the
ellege could hire buibders within six
montha, Bur, T NYSERT A sy the
location mecds o ke changed, he
doesn 't know whit will happen.


http://departments.ithaca.edu/biology/facstaff/confer/
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Proposal for wind power tower in flux

BY ELIZABETH QUILL
Staff Writer

Last fall the college’s facilities
planning committee approved a
proposal to construct a wind pow-
er tower for campus use, but new
developments  could
complicate the project. [~

Originally, the pro- |
posal’s developers —
John Confer, associate
professor of biology, and ‘
Beth Ellen Clark Joseph, |
assistant professor of |
physics — suggested |
King Road, located !
south of the college, as the
best location for a tower.

However, Confer
said New York State En-
ergy and Resource Development Au-
thority guidelines might require a site
closer to campus, meaning the
blades might not be able spin.

“This is supposed to be an ad-
vertisement for wind power, and
people would look up there and say,
‘It’s not working,”” Confer said.

Funding for the tower is available
through a NYSERDA grant that pro-
vides money for institutions devel-
oping renewable energy sources for
educational purposes. The grant
would fund 70 percent of the esti-
mated $80,000 installation cost.

Peter Bardaglio, provost and
vice president of academic affairs,
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said that the proposal has the back-
ing of college administrators in-
cluding President Peggy R.
Williams. The college’s capital
budget would cover the $24,000 not
paid for by NYSERDA.

However, NYSERDA prelimi-

narily denied the King
i Road location, because
| the tower needs to be
built on the college side
of a meter, located be-
tween the college and the
| power company. Unfor-

tunately, at the alternative

location, about a quarter

of a mile southeast of the
| towers, annual estimated
wind speed decreases to
just above the NYSER-
DA funding cutoff.

“I’m personally keeping my fin-
gers crossed and hoping we can work
out some kind of compromise solu-
tion that makes it possible for the
tower to be financially viable as well
as serve the educational and symbolic
objectives,” Bardaglio said.

Confer said the proposed 200-foot
tower is not tall enough to produce
significant amounts of electricity with
Ithaca’s wind speeds.

“The little bitty ones are more a
matter of conscience,” Confer
said. He said the tower would also
serve educational purposes.

He said a data logger on the tow-
er would broadcast to a transmission

COURTESY OF JOHN CONFER

A WIND POWER TOWER that would look similar to the one superimposed in this photograph could be
constructed near King Road. A proposal for the tower was presented to the board of trustees last month.

tower, which would send data to a
web server and make it available
around the world. Students could cal-
culate carbon dioxide savings, sulfur
dioxide savings and energy output.

The board of trustees heard a pre-
sentation on a proposed wind pow-
er tower project at its meeting in late
February.

Carl Sgrecci, vice president of fi-
nance and administration, said the
board heard the proposal, in its orig-
inal form, mainly for information-
al purposes.

“My shop is kind of in a hold-
ing pattern,” Sgrecci said. “It is a

question of whether or not we can
get the funding for it and a location
that makes it a useful endeavor.”

Confer said the college will
hire engineers to write the specifi-
cations for the building bid with
funds from an Environmental Pro-
tection Agency grant. The firm
will then talk to NYSERDA about
King Road and other locations. He
expects they will again deny the
King Road location.

Sgrecei said if the proposed lo-
cation changes drastically, a new
proposal would need to go back to
the facilities planning committee

and possibly to the board of
trustees.

“We have to make a judgment
call once we see how different it is
from what was originally pro-
posed,” he said.

Confer said if NYSERDA does
approve the proposal at the King
Road location, the project will go to
the Town of Ithaca Zoning Board,
and the project would probably
happen. If it happens, Confer said the
college could hire builders within six
months. But, if NYSERDA says the
location needs to be changed, he
doesn’t know what will happen.



http://departments.ithaca.edu/biology/facstaff/confer/

