Mead Loop, Associate Professor in the Department of Journalism of the 
Park School of Communications

Ithaca College is proud to honor Mead Loop with the Faculty Excellence Award for 2010-2011.  

Diane Gayeski, Dean of the Park School, described Mead as the “Heart and soul of the journalism department. In his 15 years here, he has led what had been a few journalism courses in the TV-Radio department to journalism’s status as a separate department whose students distinguish themselves as national leaders in campus media.”    She goes on to say “Most recently, Mead was one of the primary architects of our new Documentary Studies major, Park’s first inter-departmental major; he now serves as the coordinator for this degree program.  Throughout this process, Mead was instrumental in bringing together the unique perspectives and bridging the intellectual and practical divides of three different departments.” As one committee member commented “he’s already doing IC 20/20.”

Mead writes, though, “Among my proudest accomplishments at IC is founding the student Society of Professional Journalists (SPJ) chapter in 1996.  My chapter goal is to introduce students to ideas and issues at a national level.  For most student members, SPJ is an introduction to networking and lobbying on a national level, including Freedom of Information training and First Amendment advocacy on college campuses.  Our chapter does programs with Freedom of Information, ethics, diversity, professional development and international journalism in mind.  I am proud of building a chapter whose students essentially “go to class” every other Monday night during the school year to learn about national ideas and debates.  The chapter was named top chapter in the Northeast five of the last six years.”

The committee was also impressed with his work at the Frederick Douglass Academy in Harlem, N.Y., where he created and developed a journalism culture by starting a school newspaper there.  He has also served, in addition to other roles, as a Diversity Fellow in the Society of Professional Journalism where he recruited and mentored minority journalists into the society’s leadership. He has also served as national vice president of the society. In that capacity, he worked to get a campus newspaper adviser’s job back after she was fired for not permitting censorship of her New Jersey school newspaper.  So he not only teaches about First Amendment rights, he fights for them as well.

Mead’s scholarly interests complement his service and teaching.  He teaches Journalism Ethics each semester and uses his publications as part of his lessons, such as one on ethical decision-making in television newsrooms. He has included students in his research, most recently on fantasy sports journalism with a resulting publication in Quill magazine, the national publication of the Society of Professional Journalists.  Mead is nationally recognized for his leadership in journalism education.

Dean Gayeski ends with “A mere listing of Mead’s numerous contributions and awards is insufficient to communicate the esteem in which he is held in the Park School and across campus.  He is consistently the model of collegiality, the standard of teaching excellence and dedication to student learning, and the solid rock in the face of challenging situations.  Mead is one of a very few ‘go-to’ people in the Park School; I can count on him for absolutely anything.”

The Ithaca College community extends its congratulations and appreciation to Professor Mead Loop for his strong commitment to excellence in teaching, scholarship, and service. 


