Jeffery Meyer, Assistant Professor in the Department of Performance Studies in the School of Music

Ithaca College is proud to honor Jeffery Meyer with the Faculty Excellence Award for 2010-2011.  

Richard Faria writes “[Jeffrey’s] leadership of the Ithaca College Symphony Orchestra and Ithaca Chamber Orchestra has produced the most exciting performances I have heard from those ensembles in the 16 years I’ve been here at IC.  These student ensembles are playing much closer to a professional level ensemble, in terms of intonation, ensemble, style, musicality, and most importantly, esprit de corps. … Jeff has that special ability to inspire the students to push themselves to strive for their best; their focus and energy during the concerts is palpable.”  

Fellow-conductor Dana Wilson concurs and goes on to say “Dr. Meyer has an uncanny ability to lead, critique, encourage and inspire, all at the same time.  The students appear to love playing for him [one of the committee members affirmed, “I know they do.”], and the wider Ithaca community flocks to each of his concerts.  In short, he is a terrific teacher of both performers and audiences.”  

Jeffery has a bold commitment to new music which keeps the repertoire vibrant, but is often difficult to play. Richard Faria writes “His dedication to music of our time has created a lot of excitement among our students to perform and learn about new music…. If composers don’t get support to write new works, we become museum keepers, only preserving the old masterpieces, and music ceases to be a living art.”  He goes on to describe Jeffery’s many innovative programs that increase the national and international visibility of the music program at Ithaca:  “His Ithaca International Conducting Masterclasses have drawn participants both regionally and internationally…. He has maintained a strong focus on undergraduate as well as graduate education in the School of Music.  When he first came there were usually two or maybe three applicants for the Masters in Music conducting program.  This year there were over 20 from Russia, China, Korea, Switzerland, Canada, as well as the United States.  And his work to bring the [newly formed] Ithaca College Contemporary Ensemble, [which is a mixed student/faculty ensemble,] to perform at the International New Music Festival … in Russia, as well as bringing his St. Petersburg Chamber Philharmonic to perform in New York City … are helping to bring more national recognition to the music programs at IC.”  On top of that, Jeffrey was the only American to win a prize at Italy’s prestigious Pedrotti Conducting Competition in 2008. 

But it all comes back to the students.  Jeffrey writes “An orchestra is a unique “classroom” experience at the collegiate level.  These students have distinguished themselves from an early age at a given instrument, and have come to IC in serious pursuit of a career in music.  I make no distinction of area of study in my orchestra – some are music education majors, some are performance majors, some are recording majors. If they audition and are accepted into the ensemble, then the expectation is the same; that they will bring every shred of their talent and energy to making this extraordinary music come alive.  I accept nothing less from them.  What a great many lessons there are in this unique social construct for all of them, myself included: those of responsibility to a purpose outside of themselves, to each other, of personal and group work ethic, of emotional and intellectual involvement, of leadership and also of collaboration, of coming into contact with history through composers who wrote decades before they lived and engaging in the present with living composers.  The list goes on and on …”

The Ithaca College community extends its congratulations and appreciation to Professor Jeffery Meyer for his strong commitment to excellence in teaching, scholarship, and service. 
