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There were 9 of us, at all levels of familiarity and expertise. Here are some of the points and questions:

· Convenience for us and for the students

· Several of us swear by Assignments, whether for short commenting or long documents

· Gradebook reduces questions

· Posting links for discussion, multimedia materials, links to online journals

· Can experiment and fix things easily

· Copyright?

· Library online reserves will help us; library webpage has instructions for locating the persistent url.  http://www.ithaca.edu/library/help/proxy_linker.php
· Reserve  info at http://www.ithaca.edu/library/services/reserves.php
· Lessons we’ve learned

· Stay away from the syllabus tool _because it is too restrictive in format for most.      Just upload it as a PDF or Doc..

· Don’t identify materials by weeks, use titles of content area. (New version has a Calendar feature that links to assignments or items we enter.)

· Quiz tool is clunky

· Need good discussion questions

· Which version (WebCT or the new BlackboardCE6?) should a new person use? 

· New version available in fall; can experiment soon; contact Kathy Barbieri

· Tracking feature? We think it is in the new version and it helps to know who has read materials when you go to class. (Update from Kathy via Marilyn: In the new Blackboard CE6system, there are what appears to be very good tools for tracking.)
· Quizzes?

· Experienced people don’t use it for exams but for preparation, for reading checks, for out-of-class reading guide. Don’t count scores toward final grade but require use.
· Tool is clunky

· Respondus is a product that can help go from Word to WebCT

· Some publishers have test banks you can import
· Discussion boards?

· Some love them but have to be really good questions: Provocative question, force opinion, choose hot issue

· Have to have points attached

· Use them to expand class discussion, or to structure discussion of supplemental reading, or to discuss a link we provide.

· What is usage on campus? Should new students be taught to use it as a college skill? 

· Follow up from Kathy Barbieri, via Marilyn Dispensa:

· Kathy says the current WebCT admin reporting tools are not very 
     descriptive as to how people are using WebCT.  She said there are 
     approximate 1600 sections and about 550 faculty or instructors 
     using Web CT. 

· How to remove students from a course from the past?

·  _End of Semester course clean up_ instructions are in a WebCT 
     course that all WebCT instructors should be enrolled in called "IC 
     WebCT Resources". Go to the "How To's" section and look under 
     "Managing students." 

Marilyn announced that she is working on:
· An institutional wiki
· A contract with iTunesU

· An enhanced channel for YouTube

Responses from query to ICTeach

Susanne,

I have found course management software most useful in the following ways: 

The first is ecological--I appreciate that the ability to receive and respond to student work electronically drastically reduces the paper consumption of my courses. 

The second, related, is pedagogical, and connected to your upcoming session on "how to get students to read."  I have been assigning students in an intro level course one page "reading responses," in which they react, based on assigned reading, to a specific question I pose.  They submit their responses through WebCT and I read them on screen and respond very briefly (e.g., "I like your point about ... "/"have you thought about ....")  through the "comment" function.   I don't grade them (just done or not done) and find that the paperless process speeds and eases my processing and allows me to establish a nice dialogue with individual students, parallel to in-class interactions. 

I also find it useful to be able to post announcements and course materials I have developed for the class (content modules, project assignments) etc.  in a password protected environment (rather than on my main website, which can be seen by anyone). 

Lauren O'Connell 
Art History

Susanne,

I use WebCT quite a bit in my classes.  Some of the ways are:

1. posting weekly homework assignments (I don't announce them in class, only post them on the WebCT calendar.  I also post all other announcements on the calendar.)

2. posting powerpoint slides for the week 

3. posting any other handouts, for students who aren't in class or lose the handout.

4. daily homework.  (I have textbooks for both of my classes, and each publisher has WebCT-compatible test banks to go with the book.  I assign a few of these problems every day to the class based on the day's material.  These are different from the weekly homework mentioned above.)

I was concerned that students would get annoyed by WebCT. I haven't had any complaints, though, and many have said they really like the daily homework.  (This is despite many initial hiccups with using the WebCT quiz function for the daily homework.)

Emilie Wiesner, Assistant Professor, Mathematics
Hi Susanne,  

Here's what I use in WebCT:

1) A 24/7 repository for all class handouts, class notes, and assignments. When I use Powerpoint in the classroom (which is rare - only about 2-3 times in the semester), I make the slides available on WebCT too.  

2) A place to post announcements and upcoming due dates.

3) A place to post all grades that are performance based, i.e. those grades that students don't get a piece of paper back with the grade on top.  For example, in sightsinging classes, most assignments are something like sing this tune, or perform this multi-tasking activity. I grade their performance in class, and post it on WebCT. This is a convenient way to give them feedback in a timely manner, without infringing on privacy.  I wouldn't want to announce the grade in class!  

4) As a supplement to my digital audio reserves, I sometimes post recordings on WebCT that are tied to a particular assignment. 

BTW, I used an earlier version of Blackboard at previous institutions and found it much more intuitive than WebCT.  I'm interested to see what they've developed in the intervening years.  Does this mean I will have to recreate all my electronic class materials again? *sigh*

Best, 

Debbie

Deborah Rifkin

Assistant Professor of Music Theory

Ithaca College

607-274-3786

drifkin@ithaca.edu
I primarily use WebCT for the following: 
1. To post notes, assignments, any PowerPoint presentations I used in class, etc. 
2. Some required and optional readings - either as files or links to articles available from our library website. 
3. Occasionally links to interesting websites. 

I do not use any longer WebCT to keep grades or to have students submit assignments. I find that I usually like to download and read paper copies and it is a lot more work for me to download and print than to have students simply turn in the papers the old fashioned way. 

I also do not use WebCT to send batch emails to the class since students need to set the email to forward from WebCT and inevitably a number do not do so even after repeated requests. I use HOMER to send batch emails. 

Hope this helps. 
  Jim Rothenberg, Sociology
