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In June 2008he Environmental Studies Program at Ithaca College was awarded a $500,000 gradsBarin

the Community (USA) Inc. Foundatiém advance our educational opportunities related to the environment and
to sustainability. The grants fundisie separate component®cused on providingupportto all phases of
undergraduate educatiaat Ithaca College

We announced the grant at thEall Convocation Ceremony (August'2808), atwhicH t haca Col | eged
president Tom Rochonaccepted a largéormat check fromHSBCrepresentativedased inthaca and

RochesterWe used this as an opportunity to engage students in the new projgtc@mmitto-change

campaign by exhibiting our mobile solar PV penenewable energy bike, and scaled human ecological

footprints. The announcement was accompanied by press releasdsyagicked up by regional newspaper,

television and radio statia(for anexample seeSignificant Grant Boosts Ithaca College Environmental

Studies Efforts: HSBC Awards $500,000 For Scholarships, Community Outreach, Academic Development
(http://www.ithaca.edu/alumni_parents_friends/news/3p e story was also published in thé Vievin 2009
(http://www.ithaca.edu/icview/5097
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TheCommitto-C h a n g e figstrtasluwadossonvene a Steering Committee. Eavlemberserves as the
lead for one or more of the program components. The Steering Committee consists of:

e Susan AlleiGil § Biology and Environmental Studies Program, Cortoi€hange Program Director,

lead for Internsips & Research, Sustainability Major/Minor, and Global Perspectives

e Susan SwensénBiology,lead for Finger Lakes Project

e Jason Hamiltod Biology lead for Ecosysterflealthand Productivity

e Michael Smitt® History, lead for Fellowships

e Marian Brownd Provost ©ffice,lead for Scholarin-Residence

e Nancy Jacobsod Biology,lead for Scholarships

e Rob Gearhar Graduate Programdead for Certificate Program

e Paul Hamild Faculty Development

e Carol Hanserd Environmental Studies Administrative Assistgeneral program support.

The Steering Committee meetsiweeklyto provide updates and seekput on all of the various components.
The progress that has been made with respect to the individual components is summarized below; full
documentation is avaltée upon request.

1. Commit -to-Change Scholarship: Five oatime scholarships of $5,000 wiiwardedo incoming students
beginning with Fall 2009 admissidNs distributedpostcards about the scholarships at all
admissions/recruitment events in the fall, having a team of faculty and students on hand to talk to
prospective students. Wevorked with the Ithaca College Administration to develop a procedime
seeking applicans for the scholarship from admitted studengdensuringthat this awardwill not reduce
the financial aigpackage they receiieom the College as a whole We developed a process for reviewing
applications and selecting scholarship recipie@@se hundred and sixtgeven students were accepted into
the Environmental Studies Program, of which thoitye will be coming in the FallThirty-two students
applied for a Commito-Change Scholarship and five were award&ee Appendix | for process and
suggested changes for next yede following students were awarded scholarships for entry into the
program in Fall 2009:

a. Jasper Adams, who comes from Leverett, Massachusetts, has worked at international
conservation service projects in New Zealand and\rgentina/Patagonia. His service work includes
building trails, working to eradicate invasive species, researching the endangered Andean Condor
and the Austral Parakeet, and developing management plans to minimize harm from invasive and
exotic species.

b. Danielle Prizzi is from Wyckoff, NJ. She turned the dying environmental club at her high school
around into a very popular and active student club. For the last two years, she has served as a co
President for the club, which collects funds for WWF atlléween, runs recycling contests, and
hosts Green Week. The club also organized a petition against Kim@@éaihk paper products that
512 high school students signed pledging to boycott products made by this company. Most recently,
SEPAC convinced thagh school to install a recycling program, and held an assembly for the whole
school to describe the new recycling program.
of musical events at her high school. She has used this venue to molpipetsior The Bronx
Zoo, Amnesty International Darfur, and Breast Cancer Awareness.

c. Christina Rodriguez lives in NYC, where she is an activist for many causes, including AIDS, social

justice and animal rights. She has volunteered at a NYC Departmétdalth homelessness
prevention center, worked to support developin
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and was cefounder and peer educator for SMART youdta branch of the innecity Sisterhood
Mobilized for AIDS/HI\Researctand Treament program.

d. Scott Simon , from Long | sl andds No-servite d8verd liseBlue ey st r
Club has raised funds for paraplegics and organized wheelchair basketball fundraisers, has been
closely involved
with various fundraising &eities to support the Ascent School for individuals with autism, and has
organized a 5K race for Asthma. His career goals focus around business sustathabpiyticular,
alternative energy sources and-alels for cars, as well as the idea of makwars out of recycled
parts.

e. Madi Vander Hill was homeschooled out in Madison, Wisconsin, where she has worked on
prairie restoration projects, interned for the local and organic Farm and Field CSA Community
Gardens program and has shown real leaderghighurchhosted homeless shelter activities and
the Madison localood movement

2. Scholar-In-Residence Program Seek opportunities to bring recognized scholars and activists with a
commitment to change to campus, as well ajpgapypdrtunities for othighaca Colledaculty to learn about
cultivating a commitment to change from our experiences

We selected Tom Szaky asir Scholabin-Residence for 2009.
Szaky, CEO of TerraCyclethe company calletthe most ece
friendly in America'd presented on'TerraCycle: Revolution in
a Bottle,"Thursday, April 23, at 7:00 p.fmhis Earth Week
presentationwasthe first in the new "Commit to Change"

speaker seriesSzaky, cdounder and CEO bTerraCycle, Inc.,
is recognized for being an "e@apitalist." His TerraCycle Plant Terra CYCIe

Food (m_ade fr_om worm poop) is available at numerous retalil RGVO/UtiOﬂ ina Bottle
outlets, includingVal-Mart and Whole Foods, and has been '

named the most ecdriendly product in Home DepotFrom ‘a;' "'"" ? e s i R T
his innekcity headquarters in Trenton, New Jersey, TerraCycle 4 | oo i
has now grown to three largdlorth Americanfacilities o o y———, 2 7
manufacturing more than 50 consumer produdthese : B and ponc ey B
environmentally friendly produciaclude garbage cans made ; cycle el et penple s it ke

from crushed computershandbags made from energy bar
wrappers and juice pouches, and ddendly binders and
pencils. The company's business plan is simple: recycle stuff that jste Mty i

people either don't value- or in many cases value negatively 7:00em Thursday, April 23, 2009
into usable products. The result gbrand that has been called Textor Hall Room 102

the most ecofriendly in America- all while holding true to Frue 3nd cpen o the pubk

three simple brand principles: better, greener, and, most e -
important, cheaper.

Better, C net, and Cheaper.

After his presentationSzaky siged copies of his new book,
available for sale at thevent.Revolution in a Bottle: From Worm
Poop to a Garbage Empire That Is Redefining Greent8issiness
the story of how Szakywhile a freshman at Princeton, cofounded a company that recycles garbage into
worm poop, liquefies it, then packages it in used soda bottles, creating TerraCycle Plant Food. Less than five
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years later, this athatural, highly effective fertilizer wagailable in every Home Depot, Target, \AMart,
and more than 3,000 other locations. It's a thrilling entrepreneurial success-stand it's just the
beginning of what maké®evolution in a Botiléascinating read.

For 200910, we have issued irtations tothe following

Alden Meyer, director of strategy and policy, Union of Concern ed

Scientists

Meyer also directs the UC®B/ashington, D.Coffice where le provides general
oversight and strategic guidance for UCS's advocacy on energy, treatsgpg

agriculture, and arms control issues. He is also UCS's principal advocate on national
and international policy responses to the threat of global climate change. In addition,
Mr. Meyer works extensively on renewable energy and electricity polsnets

Dr. Tyrone Hayes , UCLA environmental toxicology researcher.

Hayes, an integrative biologist who studies hormones and sex differentiation in
frogs, has made a surprising discovery that may offer early warning of a public i{§ |
health challenge ahead. His research has shown that atrazine, an herbicide us '
widely on corn cops around the world, has an unforeseen effect. Not only does §{
atrazine keep weeds down, but it also turns testosterone into estrogen in frogs. |
Hayes was recently prominently featured in a Nature program about amphibiar §
titled 0The Thin Green Line.o

Wi Il Allen , executive director, Growing Power.  Allen started Growing Power

for which he was awarded a MacArthur Foundation "Genius Grant" for his work on
urban farming, sustainable food production, and with Growing Po@swing

Power is an urban agriculture organization headquartered in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
It runs the last functional farm within the Milwaukee city limits and also organizes
activities in Chicago. Growing Power aims fmstainabléood production, as well as
the growth of communities through the creation of local gardens. Its facilities include
seven large greenhouses, a kitchen, indoor and outdoor training gardens,
aquaculture system andf@od distribution facility. Fish, worms, bees, goats,

chickens, turkeys, and ducks are also raised there. GroRomger conducts

workshops and demonstrations in aquacultuaguaponicsvermiculture

horticulture, small or largescale compaosting, soil reclamation, food distribution, beekeeping, and marketing.
It also runs numerous collaborative projects and trainingjects, including a partnership with the Boys and
Girls Club of Greater Milwaukee to train city youth in gardening. The farm grows a wide variety of fruit and
vegetables, and also farms tilapia through the use of aquaponics.

We haveinvited an Envirormental Policyprofessorfrom Ukraineto come research Sustainability in the
Curriculum as a Fulbright FellowVe recently learned that Dr. Olena Borysova has been awarded a
Fulbright Fellowship and will come to Ithaca College in January 2010 to teacdinse cm Environmental
Issues of the Former Soviet Union and participate in all sustainakiitied activities.
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3. Finger Lakes Project : To increase the capacity of faculty and those from
other colleges as well dkeducational programs in the eastern United States, we L, -
are institutionalizing the pilot facldtielopment workshop by increasing the length
of the workshop to two dayfgrofg stipends for participants and faculty directo S
inviting keynote speakers, adding moredrmaadsvities and field trips, and !
developing an online resource with case studies describing sustainability co
across diverse curricular areas.

e Finger Lakes Project

The expanded 2009 Finger Lakes Project (FLétkshop took place on May
20-22,with approximately 40 attendees from the regidhincluded local, national and international

speakers, a campus tour, a tour of Bfltageat Ithaca, and a film screeninf.hi s year 6 s wor ksh
on art and culture, international perspectives, andXeducation. Speakers included Tong Soon Lee
(Ethnomusicologist, Emory University), Alejandro Rojas (Sociologist, University of British Columbia), Terry

Od6 Day ( Afic University), V&a@nica Tarbeava (St. Petersburg State University, Russia), Olena

Borysova (Kharkiv National Academy of Municipal Economy, Ukraine), Tina MNitsdges (Founder, New
Roots School ), and Lia St el | jaednE@ucatidnleamang aihlers. nihea n d
grant supported the hire of a graduate student from the School of Communications to record audio for all
presentations and to post PowerPoint files with audio on the web page created for the Project
(www.ithaca.edu/fireglakes_project). (See Appendix Il for Workshop Program)

4. Commit -to-Change Fellowship Program : Award p to six fellowshipsnging fror8500 to $3,000 to
students who have completed projects that help advance sustainability on the Ithaca Cuildigdrctmapus
greater Ithaca communiye developed an application form and posted it on the website, and produced a
card announcing thawardthat has been circulated among Environmental Studies and Science students. We
also established a review pra=for applicationsThe following éllowships were awarded in 2009:

a. Rosemarie Zonetti (Writing, Environmental Studies Minor, 2010)
Southside Community Garden ($3000)
Rose recruited community volunteergncluding Elan Shapiro from Sustaindldenpkins and
Monika Roth from Cornell Cooperative Extensieno assist her with creating a garden at Southside
Community Center (SSCC) for youth in Ithacads
garden and related programming has connected childrigim nature, is beginning to foster
intergenerational community bonding, and could even revive a community center that once served
as a neighborhood haven for local youth.

b. Bryan Davis (on behalf of SWIFT) (Communication, Management & Design,
Environmental Studies Minor, 2010)
Sustainable Dining ($1000)

The food culture on | Cés campus is becoming mu
at Ithaca College, but is still very much in its infancy. Working as the Sustainabilityii@or for
Ithaca Coll ege Dining Services | ast semester,

operations. The SWIF6St op Wasti ng | ©fHreup avdérsaw thednoptbmentatidraof
trayless dining; presented ecological conceptdihing hall staff; performed outreach to disparate
student organizations concerned with eating on campus (IC Vegetarian Community, IC Nutrition
Club, Food Service Advisory Committee, etc.); and helped rebrand Sodexo with relevant
communications on the wasite and other print materials under their new commitment: Sustainable
- Healthy- Fresh.
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c. Sofia Johnson (Environmental Studies, 2012)
Dining Services Energy Audit ($500)
Sofia worked as a Sustainable Dining Intern with Jeff Scott, Director of [Beirvices, and Sodexo
to conduct energy audits at Ithaca College and Wells College which will higlp them in purchase
of energysaving equipment manage its energy consumption. Before the energy audit, 80 percent of
the energy usage was unknown in D@niBervices. They can now use the information she gathered
to apply for funding from Ithaca College and New York State toward purchase of energy efficient
equipment. The initial purchase of energy saving equipment is expensive, but it has been calculated
that the cost will be returned in energy cost savings in under two years.-temg the audit will
allow for Ithaca College Dining Services to save energy, water and money which are vital steps to
becoming sustainable.

5. Commit -to-Change Internship and Rese arch Fund: To engage students in applied projects on campus
and in the community, we will establish a fund for research supplies and materials, student and faculty stipends
travel to conferences to deliver presentations on successful projects.
A surveyseeking internship opportunitiasas sent out to sustainabiliyriented agencies and organizations
in the greater Ithaca communitgind resultsvere circulated to students through presentation athe
October Environmental Studies Program (ESBUrse Expo andia posting of internshiopportunities to
| CBSP web siteCards advertising scholarship and fliRds have been distributed widely at recruiting and
course advising events on campus and posted to the ESP welSsiteral students werfunded to present
their work at the AASHE conference in North Carolina in Noveml#r2008(see Appendix IlI) In
addition, te following projects were supported in 2009:

Internship Awards:

a. Jeff Goodwin (Television -Radio 2010, Photography minor)
Creating transportation demand management plan for Ithaca College ($4000)
Jeffis workingwith Marian Brown to identify current IC usage of TCAT and potential areas of
improvement, investigate ways of implementing alternative fuel vehicles and other shgaesning
campus vehicle fleet, develop strategies to promote alternative transportation, mass transit, and
Ithaca CarShare, and establish alternative transportation infrastructure implementation plan.

b. Stephanie Piech (Environmental Studies, 2011)
Sustanable Publications ($4000)
Stephanigés workingwith Marian Brown to produce three Sustainability Initiative publications:
Collective Impag@reen Thumtdp, andSustainabilityase StudiemdUpdategor the Sustainability at
Ithaca website.

c. Rebecca Webster (Environmental Studies /Journalism, 2011)
International Environmental Conservation ($3000)
Beckyjoinedthe group International Student VolunteersNew Zealando work on environmental
conservation projects addreisg endangered species presetiea, habitat restoration, scientific
research, and outdoor education.

d. Emma Hileman (Environmental Studies Major, Outdoor Recreation/Music Minor, 2011)
Land Trust Conservation ($3000)
Emmahas joinedhe Finger Lakes Land Trust as a Volunteer Conseradtitern this summer. As
part of her internshipshewill be working with all the various areas of thand Trustjncluding land
stewardship, office operations, and land protectiSheis workingclosely with the Director of

6
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Preserve Stewardship to nmiain trails, remove invasive species, and assist with improvements on
t h e L a n aveniy-four satuie preservesSheis also workngwith the Office Manager,

Outreach and Membership Manager, and Director of Developnoanutreach to local

communities

Andreava Kasianchuk (Communication Management & Design 2011, Environmental

Studies and Still Photography minors)

Sustainability Education Experience with an emphasis on EcoVillages, Culture, and

Communi cati o@300Pr ogr am

Dreawi | | serve as a teaching assistant for the ¢
Communication, 6 which is offered to students a
member of EcoVillage at Ithaca, teaches the course, and Drea willalaniside Dr. Becker daily

to help develop a website and online materials. Some of the other tasks entail finding materials,

posting materials selected by the professor, site design input, and moderating discussions. In

addition, Drea will develop a bldg sharewith students inthe course, through which she will

describe her experience at EcoVillage, where she will live for ten weeks kagaat in community
activitiessuch as working on the local berry farm and preparing meals.

Zach Cava (Biology December 2009, Environmental
Studies minor)

Field Assistant for Reptiles and Rattlesnake Interactions
($3000)

Zach will work as a volunteer field assistant for a study focusin
on predatorprey interactions between Western Rattlesnakes
(Crotalus oregan@sd California Ground Squirrels
(Speromphilus beecheythe San Francisco Bay Area. This aan
project is under the guidance of Dr. Rulon Clark of San Diego | )

State University. Zachds role in hi s€&Study wi
radio-telemetry,mark and recapture, and behavior observations R+

of both rattlesnakes and ground squirrels.

Becky Bowen (Environmental Studies, December 2009)

Permaculture Internship with Finger Lakes Permaculture Institute (FLIPCI) at Cayuta Sun
Homestead ($3000)

Becky will be working with Karryn OlseRa ma nuj an as a teaching assi
Permaculture Design Certification Course at the Cayuta Sun homestead in Cayutaville, NY. The
internshiphasthree components: First, she will be working at the honeest on permaculture

designs for an outdoor kitchen, classroom spaces and other structures necessary to hosting the
course. She will be helping to improve the homestead to be moresséficient. She will use her
knowledge of permaculture to help teachrsof the course and plan events. In addition, the
students of the course will be working on an overall design for the homestead, so when the course
is over Becky will be implementing the design.

Bryan Davis (Communication, Management & Design, 2010, En  vironmental Studies

Minor)

Teaching Assistant for Ecovillages, Culture, and Communication($3000)

Bryan will be working with EcoVillage staff as a teaching assistant for an online summer course titled
Ecovillages, Culture, and Communication. This moduleb&iused by communications professor
Catherine Becker and other faculty at the University of Hawaii in order to educate new students
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about sustainability. He will be collaborating with Karryn Olgtamanujan, currently teaching at IC,
and other educairs at EcoVillage on this project.

i. Allison Ward (Psychology, 2010)
New Roots Charter School Summer Intern($3000)
Allison will be interning with Tina Nielsedodges New Roots founding member, to build the
framework for startup operations at the New Root€harter School. Working with IC Faculty
Sponsor Dr. Kathryn Caldwell, she will apply her knowledge of ecopsychology, systems thinking and
alternative education to aid in curriculum dev
environment. This wik will include discussions with faculty and board members as well as students
and their parents, as well as various outreach activities.

Research Awards:

a. Emma Hileman (Environmental Studies Major, Outdoor Recreation/Music Minor, 2011)
Taryn Hubbard (Env ironmental Studies Major, Writing Minor, 2010) and Marlee
Rutberg (Environmental Studies 2010)

Ithaca College Organic Gardening $500

EmmaTaryn and Marleeare starting a studertun, on-campus organic garden that incorporates
vegetables, herbs, amative edible and medicinal plants (by the composting building). During the
summer, they will prepare the site, and recruit volunteers. The $500 will be used to purchase

tools, fencing and seeds. Their long term plan is to start a student Organic Gagd€fub, use the

produce in the dining halls, sponsor cooking nights, and sponsora@hamp us f ar mer 86s m
date, the IC Organic Gaehing Club they started on Face@k has 176 members!

b. Layne Kasprzyk (Environmental Science, 2010)
Ithaca College Biodiesel Project $500
Layne is working with Prof. Akiko Fillinger to
This summer, they are testing a new batch of fuel for glyceride levels to seelifddiesel will
qualify for ATSM accreditation. Accreditation would allow IC to use this fuel for its fleet without

. 8
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