John Rawls on “Well-Ordered Peoples”
Two types:  liberal peoples and decent peoples

I.  Liberal peoples  

Accept a conception of justice that 

1. Enumerates equal basic rights and liberties (such as are familiar from constitutional regimes).

2. Assigns these rights and liberties a special priority with respect to claims of the general good.

3. Assures for all citizens the requisite primary goods (resources and opportunities) to enable them to make effective use of their freedoms.

These features specify a “family” of reasonable conceptions of justice, rather than one unique such conception.

Rawls lists a number of institutional implications of liberal justice.  The just state will provide:
(a) Fair equality of opportunity, especially in education and training.

(b) A decent distribution of income meeting condition 3 above.

(c) Employment programs, e.g. programs in which society acts as an employer of last resort through general or local government, or other social and economic policies.

(d) Assurance of basic health care for all citizens.

(e) Public financing of elections and ways of assuring the availability of public information on matters of policy.
II.  Decent peoples

Meet the following two conditions:

1. Externally:  a decent people is not aggressive, and respects the political and social order of other societies.

2. Internally:  a decent people has a “common good” conception of justice that

a. assigns human rights to all its members

i. right to life (subsistence and security)

ii. right to liberty (freedom from slavery, serfdom and forced occupation, and to a sufficient measure of liberty of conscience to ensure freedom of thought and religion)

iii. to personal property

iv. to due process under the law (i.e. formal equality before the law)

b. operates via a “consultation hierarchy”
c. guides the formation and interpretation of law

Both liberal decent peoples are entitled to be full-fledged members in good standing of international society, with rights to non-interference in their internal affairs.

