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(1) Answer the following question about the U.S. Coal production and consumption.

(a) Find a model fore each of the four categories with input year (or years after 1970).

(b) Find the rate of change of each of the four model in 2006 and summarize your results in a few sentences.

(c) Provide a question that you would like answered based on your work here.

(d) Use the models for production and consumption to determine when consumption will exceed production by 500 thousand short tons. Now use the model found by using the production-consumption to answer the same question. Summarize your results including comments on any differences in the two results.


(e) In what year will the U.S. become a net importer of coal electricity?  Comment on whether you think your estimate is an underestimate or overestimate. Hint: consider the scatter plot.

