Of Poetry, Professors, and Soldlers

ast October H&S associate dean Ellen Bonaguro asked faculty
members what they had heard from alumni about the value of
their liberal arts degrees. Here’s how Kevin Murphy, English, responded.

Dear Ellen,

Apropos our conversation about students remembering teachers long
after the fact, | received the following e-mail. With so many American
soldiers poised to enter combat, | was overwhelmed by David Brown’s
generosity and trust in sending such a letter after 10 years.

As it happens, | was giving a talk at the Unitarian Fellowship the
next morning on Ralph Waldo Emerson, using the same phrases from
“Self-Reliance” that David cited. Can this really be a coincidence, or am
I going to have to give up my hard-earned skepticism on such matters?

Kevin

David Brown,
student and soldier

Editor’s note: Brown is out of the army now. He is a counseling psychologist for the Twenty-fifth Infantry Division (“Tropical Lightning”)
and also serves as a research scientist with the Department of Psychiatry at Tripler Army Medical Center, in Hawaii.



