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PRESENTER 

 
 

Laura Robinson With over fifteen years of experience in the field of devel-

opmental disabilities, Laura's background includes direct care, staff training, 

program management and development. Having completed her Master in Public 

Health from the University of Rochester School of Medicine and Dentistry, 

Laura's focus is in research with a special interest in caregivers of adults with 

developmental disabilities. Laura won the prestigious 2004 Saward Award for 
Excellence in Community and Preventive Medicine for her thesis project on 

future care planning for adults with developmental disabilities living with older 

caregivers. Growing up in Queens, NY, and becoming a facilitator for the Na-

tional Coalition Building Institute Welcoming Diversity workshops, have sig-

nificantly influenced her life and motivated Laura to Chair the Cultural Compe-

tence Committee at Strong Center for Developmental Disabilities. This commit-

tee is dedicated to creating a work environment and service system that is inclu-

sive and welcoming to all. Laura's strengths and talents will assist the PADD 

team to continue to identify ways to improve the lives of older persons with de-

velopmental disabilities.  
SPONSORS 

 
The Finger Lakes Geriatric Education Center (FLGEC) is a con-

sortium consisting of the Ithaca College Gerontology Institute, the University of 

Rochester, SUNY Institute of Technology, SUNY Brockport and NY Chiroprac-

tic College. Its mission is to offer education and training opportunities that en-

hance the knowledge and skills of educators, health and social service profession-

als.  

  
The Tompkins County Office for the Aging  assists the senior popula-

tion of Tompkins County in remaining independent in their homes with a decent 

quality of life and human dignity for as long as possible and appropriate. 
  
Challenge is dedicated to supporting individuals with disabilities and other 

barriers in developing their skills, interests and talents to become engaged and 

productive members of their communities. 
 

 
For more information and registration materials for this and other workshops, 

online seminars and other FLGEC training events, go to: 

http://www.ithaca.edu/gerontology/flgec 



 

WORKSHOP CONTENT 
 

The number of people who are aging with developmental disabili-

ties continues to grow, yet education for professionals who provide 

services for this population is relatively limited.  This workshop is 

designed to provide information on aging with developmental dis-

abilities for professionals in the fields of both aging services and 

developmental disabilities.  This workshop will include:  

 

What is aging (successful, usual, pathological model) 
Myths about aging & DD 
Reasons for functional decline 
Importance of differential diagnosis 
Common chronic conditions in older adults with DD 
Pain 
Sensory Loss 

 
 

The Tompkins County Office for the Aging will be available to 

provide print materials and information on services for older adults 

in our county. 

 

This workshop is free, but registration is required by  

April 2, 2010. 

 
 

Please bring a brown bag lunch.   

Drinks and  desserts will be provided. 

 

Questions to:  

Christine Decker, FLGEC Project Coordinator  

Gerontology Institute at Ithaca College  

decker@ithaca.edu or 607-274-1604 

 

 

REGISTRATION FORM FOR 
 

Aging and Developmental Disabilities 

 
 

Name______________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address_____________________________________ 
 
                            _____________________________________ 

 

                            _____________________________________ 

 

Phone (    )__________________________________________ 

 

Email______________________________________________ 
 
Organization/Facility________________________________ 
 
Profession__________________________________________ 

 

 

Please complete this form, and return by April 2, 2010.   

 

Mail to: 

Ithaca College Gerontology Institute 

FLGEC Developmental Disabilities Workshop 

953 Danby Rd. 

Ithaca, NY 14850  

 

Fax to:   

607-274-1968 

 

 


