
	Number of credit hours
	

	Faculty Supervisor
	

	Course Code (circle)
	COMM 65000  or   65100


Communications Graduate Program Request for Independent Study
	Semester:
	


	Name:
	
	
	Student ID #:
	


	Date:
	
	
	Local Phone:
	


	Local Address:
	

	
	


	E-mail:
	


Briefly describe the general nature of the Independent Study:

What is the most similar class?  Why do you want to do this as an independent study instead of a class?

What background has prepared you for this work?

\
What resources (people, equipment, documents, money, etc.) are required?  What plans have you made for access to them?

Attach a design statement, which describes in detail the nature of the work, the processes involved, and the expected outcomes.  (See guidelines)

Accepted:  ___________________________
______________



Independent study mentor

          date


Approved:  ______

Denied:  ______


       ___________________________
______________



Chair of Graduate Program


date


Graduate Independent Study Guidelines


The Graduate level independent study is designed to provide the Communications graduate student the unique opportunity to work one-on-one with a graduate faculty member in an intense research or project oriented program of study.  The emphasis of the tutorial is to provide the student with the guidance, focus, and tools to explore and develop new knowledge which may be applied to professional practice.

The graduate student may enroll in an independent study for 1-3 credits after the student has completed:

· 9 credits of course work with a 3.0 GPA

· An independent study proposal

· Graduate advisor’s and sponsoring faculty’s signed approval process

A graduate student enrolling in the Independent Study should plan on spending approximately 50 work hours for each credit hour requested.  Topics will vary among students and the specific type of research or project is dependent on the nature of the inquiry.

Students may enroll in up to 6 credits of Independent Study in their degree program.  No more than 6 credits of Internship and/or Independent Study may be counted towards the 36 required credits. 

ROY H. PARK SCHOOL OF COMMUNICATIONS

GUIDELINES FOR GRADUATE INDPENDENT STUDY

Graduate independent studies are available in the Independent Study Graduate Communications degree program.  It represents an opportunity for the student to pursue, under faculty supervision historical, critical, empirical, experimental, and/or creative investigation in organizational communications and learning.

METHODS OF RESEARCH

The methods of research outlined below may be applied separately or in combination.

A. Historical method.  A research plan that undertakes to describe relationships among past events occurring during a given period of time by means of controlled observation of the records of past observers.

B. Critical method.  A research plan that undertakes to evaluate contemporary or historical events by applying selected criteria to the direct or reported observations to those events.

C. Empirical method.  A research plan that undertakes to describe relations existing at a given time among phenomena by means of controlled observation but without attempting to control or modify the phenomena themselves.

D. Experimental method.  A research plan that undertakes to find predictable relationships among variables by means of controlled observation of controlled phenomena.

E. Creative method.  A research plan that undertakes to describe or evaluate observed phenomena by embodying them in some object or event of aesthetic or practical value.

F. Participant observation/ethnographic method.  A research plan that undertakes to describe human behavior within its social context through participant direct observation.

G. Synthesis method.  A research plan which uses existing research, often from diverse fields, to develop new knowledge or applications.

SPECIAL PROJECTS


Special projects include individual assignments in the organizational communications and learning field, designed to provide advanced applied experiences based on students’ program and career goals.  Projects are often production or strategy oriented and may include instructional program development and evaluation, organizational communication analysis and evaluation, development of websites or media programs, or developing promotional or employee communications materials. 

DESIGN STATEMENT


A written design statement incorporating all elements (below) stated in section II of the College guidelines must be prepared for each Independent Study.  Further, the specific requirements of the Roy H. Park School of Communications should be noted.


The Independent Study is an arrangement between a student and a faculty member, and a design statement should be written and agreed upon by them.  The statement should contain the following elements:

A. a description of the learning goal(s) of the study.

B. the student’s preparation for undertaking the course (such as previous related course work) .

C. a reading list (not necessarily complete, but at least a suggested or partial list sufficient to provide focus and stimulate investigation) .

D. the form of the study.  The research will either generate a paper incorporating all aspects of the investigation or media materials may be produced and/or used if they are an integral part of the research or special project.

E. the method and amount of ongoing interaction with the faculty sponsor (such as periodic discussion of reading, discussion of outline and drafts of a paper, etc.).

F. the approximate time to be devoted to different parts of the Independent Study; i.e., background, reading, writing and research, discussion, in lab, etc.  A schedule of deadlines for various segments of the project should be submitted by the student to the faculty sponsor.

G. amount of credit.  Independent Studies range from 1-3 credits and can be taken for up to 6 credits total.

APPROVAL PROCEDURES

A graduate student considering an Independent Study should, in the semester prior to an Independent Study or very early in the registration process, complete the following steps:

1. Identify problem area.

2. Build preliminary knowledge base to get an overview of what is known and what questions need further exploration.

3. Meet with graduate chair.

4. Identify specific problem and write a problem or design statement.

5. Discuss study with potential graduate faculty sponsor(s). (See step B).

6. Submit proposal (3 copies), timeline/plan of action, and obtain faculty approval.  (Note: depending on project specifics and faculty member, additional requirements may be necessary.) 

7. Review texts for appropriate research methodology.

The signatures required for approval are:

1. Student 

2. Faculty mentor

3. Graduate Chair – His/her signature should be given if the student has the background described in the statement, the material does not duplicate a previous or concurrent credited activity, and the total number of credits for the semester is not excessive.  (In assessing the student’s workload for the semester, the chair should consider incompletes that are still outstanding.)

The signature would indicate approval of the curricular validity of the Independent Study.  If the Chair does not feel that the study warrants approval, he/she should recommend ways to improve the design or offer a reasonable explanation for the decision.
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