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LONDON CALLING –THE LONDON HONORS SEMESTER

By Robert Sullivan

Next fall, a lucky group of students from the Ithaca College Honors Program will be the first to 

take part in the London Honors Semester. Every fall semester from now on, the Honors 

tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ƘƻƴƻǊǎ ǎŜƳŜǎǘŜǊ ŀǘ LǘƘŀŎŀ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΩǎ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ 

London Centre. The London Honors Semester has three complementary parts:

1) London as Text: The centerpiece of the London Honors Semester will be a 3-credit honors 

seminar, London as Text, taught by Bill Sheasgreen, director of the Ithaca College London 

Centre. In this highly engaged seminar, the city itself will be the text that honoritesstudy. The 

seminar will occasionally meet in a classroom, but most of the time participants will be 

working with their text, the endlessly fascinating, cosmopolitan city of London. The seminar 

ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜƳŜŘ ŀǎ ά[ƛǾƛƴƎ [ƻƴŘƻƴΣέ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ƛǎ ǾƛǎǳŀƭƛȊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ 

organism. Great cities, like all living organisms, have any number of interdependent features 

and systems ςgrowth, boundaries, biographies, mobility, outward displays, throughputs and 

exchanges, energy, struggles, conflicts, birth, death, and waste. The seminar leader will help 

devise guided expeditions matched to these features to help teams of participants map, 

observe, listen to, and ultimately report on what they encounter. These reports will be made 

to the seminar in any number of genres of writing, photography, and videography. The 

seminar will also read a number of terrific books, such as Peter !ŎƪǊƻȅŘΩǎLondon: A 

BiographyΣ aƻƴƛŎŀ !ƭƛΩǎ Brick LaneΣ Lŀƴ aŎ9ǿŜƴΩǎ SaturdayΣ ŀƴŘ 5ƛŎƪŜƴǎΩ Bleak House, to help 

them encounter the city. In addition, London as Text will count as an Intermediate Honors 

Seminar.

2) The Humanities in London: Students will also choose among a great variety of marvelous 

liberal arts courses to fill out their semester ςShakespeare, The London Theatre, Modern 

British History, British Art and Architecture, and many others ςthat will deeply enrich their 

education. Imagine taking Shakespeare with a British professor at the same time that you are 

immersed in the study of the city in which Shakespeare wrote and produced his plays.

3) Honors at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival: To make things even more enticing, the London 

Honors Semester will include a special trip, paid for by the Honors Program, to the Edinburgh 

Fringe Festival, perhaps the most exciting arts festival in the world. London Honors Semester 

students will travel to Great Britain a week ahead of the beginning of the fall semester.From 

there they will travel to Edinburgh, Scotland, and experience the world-famous Edinburgh 

Fringe Festival.What an amazing way to begin a semester abroad!

The London Honors Semester will be an ongoing part of the Ithaca College Honors Program. 

Plan to be part of it. Recruitment for the 2011 London Honors Semester will begin in fall 2010.
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From a young age, in her rural hometown of Arkansas, Rachel Wagner knew she wanted to study religion. When she wasa 

childΣ ƘŜǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ ά9ǾŜǊȅ {ǳƴŘŀȅ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƎŜǘ ǳǇ ŀǘ р ŀΦƳΦ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ Řŀȅ ǿƛǘh my 

ŦŀƳƛƭȅέ wŀŎƘŜƭ ǊŜŎŀƭƭǎΣ άLǘ ǿŀǎ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŀƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴΦέ  

Now, after four years of teaching religion at Ithaca College, the energetic professor with soft brown hair and friendly 

brown eyes is teaching her first Honors class at the college, entitled ά{ǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ WƻǳǊƴŜȅǎΦέ ¢ƘŜ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ 

religious issues, such as what it means to have a hybrid religious identity and how to talk to other people about these issues. The class is 

taught through reading and observing the ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎΦ άL ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ŎƻǾŜǊ ŀ ǿƛŘŜ ǎǇŜŎǘǊǳƳ ƻŦ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴǎΣέ wŀŎƘŜƭ 

ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƪŜȅ ƛǎ άōŜƛƴƎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎƛǘǳŀǘŜ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǿŀǎǘ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǇƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎΤ ǇŀǊǘ of that is seeing 

ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦέ  

Unique ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ wŀŎƘŜƭΩǎ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƛŜǎ ǎƘŜ ƳŀƪŜǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅΦ {ƘŜ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ 

new perspective while writing her dissertation on William Blake ,whose work transforms biblical ideas. The idea that people transform 

ƻǊ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƭŜŘ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ŀƴŀƭȅȊŜ ƳŜŘƛŀ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŜǘΣ ǾƛŘŜƻ ƎŀƳŜǎΣ {ŜŎƻƴŘ [ƛŦŜΣ ŀnd film. She 

became well known for her religious comparison and evaluation of the movie The Matrixin 2002.  Recently, she has been most 

ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǾƛŘŜƻ ƎŀƳŜǎΦ άL Ŏŀƴ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƎŀƳŜǊǎ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎέ ǎŀȅǎ wŀŎƘŜƭΣ ǿƘƻ notes there are very few 

people working in the field involving religion and video games.    

Currently, Rachel is working on a contract with RoutledgePress. Her book, titled Godwired: Religion Ritual and Virtual 

Reality, is a combination of work she has been doing for a few years now. Predicted to come out in 2011, the book will be the first text 

written by a single author that will say why we should care about the relation between religion and virtual reality. Once thebook is 

printed, Rachel plans on integrating it with her upper-ƭŜǾŜƭ L/ ǎŜƳƛƴŀǊ άwŜƭƛƎƛƻƴΣ wƛǘǳŀƭ ŀƴŘ ±ƛǊǘǳŀƭ wŜŀƭƛǘȅέΦ    

Besides ƘŜǊ ǎŜƳƛƴŀǊ άwŜƭƛƎƛƻƴΣ wƛǘǳŀƭ ŀƴŘ ±ƛǊǘǳŀƭ wŜŀƭƛǘȅέ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ƘƻƴƻǊǎ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ά{ǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ WƻǳǊƴŜȅǎέΣ wŀŎƘŜƭ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǎ ŀƴ 

ŀǊǊŀȅ ƻŦ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƳƛƴŀǊǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŜƳŜǎǘŜǊ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ά¢ƘŜ bŜǿ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘέ ŀƴŘ άwŜƭƛƎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ CƛƭƳΦέ !ǎ Ŧar as the 

IƻƴƻǊǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΣ wŀŎƘŜƭ ŎƭŀƛƳǎΣ άƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƎƻƻŘΧ¢ƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Ǝƻ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴΦέ {Ƙe 

ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ IƻƴƻǊǎ ƭŜǾŜƭ άȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƎŜǘ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴ ŘŜǇǘƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƻǇƛŎǎΦέ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊƛƻǎƛǘȅ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƛǎ ƘƛƎƘ ŀƳƻƴg her 

students. 

Before ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ LǘƘŀŎŀ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ wŀŎƘŜƭ ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ƘŜǊ .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ƛƴ IǳƳŀƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǘ IŜƴŘǊƛȄ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ ƘŜǊ aŀǎǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ¢ƘŜƻƭƻƎȅ 

and Literature at Wake Forest University and her PhD in Religious Studies at the University of Iowa. She was a visiting instructor at 

/ƻǊƴŜƭƭ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƛƴ нлллΦ {ƘŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ !Ǌƪŀƴǎŀǎ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ IŜƴŘǊƛȄ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΦ Lƴ нллнΣ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀvisiting 

assistant professor at Southwestern University and in 2004 she was a HundereTeaching Fellow at Oregon State University.

When Rachel is not teaching one of her many classes, performing research, or working on her book she enjoys hiking the 

beautiful terrain surrounding Ithaca and exploring the gorges. In the spring, she plans on taking her new dog on hikes with her. She 

bought her first house this past summer where she and her 16-year-old son currently reside.  άLǘƘŀŎŀ ƛǎ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƳŜΦέ wŀŎƘŜƭ ǿŀǊƳƭȅ 

states, as a smile spreads across her face. 

Faculty Highlight:
Rachel Wagner, Honors Professor

By Kelsey Greene
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On Sunday, April 25th, Honors will be taking a bus to Canada for a day full of 
adventure!  After a short bus ride, our first stop will be at the wondrous Niagara Falls where we 
ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǳǇ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧŜǎǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŧŀƭƭǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άaŀƛŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƛǎǘέ 
boat tour.  From the roar of the falls to the thunder of the rainforest, we will then travel to the 
Rainforest Café to enjoy a complementary lunch in one of the ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘΩǎ themed, interactive 
rooms.  Immediately following lunch we will board the bus for the quick drive to Niagara-On-
the-Lake for the renowned Shaw Festival, where we will attend the matinee performance of 
hǎŎŀǊ ²ƛƭŘŜΩǎ An Ideal HusbandΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƳŜŘƛŎΣ ǿƛǘǘȅ ǎŀǘƛǊŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΩǎ 
impossible choice:  public disgrace or private shame?  Following the performance, Honors has 
the privilege of attending a post-show chat with the director and actors.  Once we leave the 
theater we will once again board the busand return to Ithaca in the evening.  Further details 
will be released shortly for anyone with a valid passport, visa, or enhanced license who is 
interesting in attending the trip.  Tickets will become available starting Tuesday, March 23rd.  
Please remember, space is very limited so please turn in your money to Bob Sullivan early in 
that week in order to reserve your seat.  

Honors in Canada
By Alana Koehler

This spring, Honors will once again be sponsoring a daytrip 
to New York City which is open to all students in the program.  On 
the date of March 6th, students will take part in an enriched 
experience in the fine arts.  Once arriving in the city they will have 
the opportunity to explore the celebrated Museum of Modern Art, 
which will feature two exciting exhibits that weekend.  The first is 
aƻƴŜǘΩǎ Water Lilies,ŀ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CǊŜƴŎƘ ŀǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ 
depiction of the flowers present in his home garden.  Amazingly, 
several of these famous works he painted while suffering cataracts.   
The second exhibit celebrates an entirely different kind of genius.  
The Tim Burton exhibit presents a kooky collection of multimedia 
from the man most noted for his flavorful cinematic visions which 
include The Nightmare Before Christmas, The Corpse Bride, and the 
much anticipated Alice in Wonderland.  The students will then have 
the opportunity to dine, shop, and generally explore the city until 
dusk when the group will reconvene at the majestic Lincoln Center 
hǇŜǊŀ IƻǳǎŜ ǘƻ ŜƴƧƻȅ tǳŎŎƛƴƛΩǎ La Boheme.This beloved opera is 
about a group of near-destitute artists who band together in the 
struggle for survival (a story that has since been modernized by 
Jonathan Larson into the hit Broadway musical Rent).  After an 
exciting day in New York, students will board the bus and return to 
Ithaca late that night.  

Honors in the City
By Alana Koehler

NYC Trip 2009

Student on NYC Trip 2009
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I remember the day I received my acceptance to 
the Ithaca College H&S Honors Program.  I was deciding 
between IC and two other schools; this acceptance letter 
sealed the deal.  The personal touch of a hand written note 
by Jim Swafford (the director of the program at the time) at 
the bottom of the letter let me know that Ithaca was 
exactly what I had been looking forτa small liberal arts 
school where I would make close connections with the 
faculty and my classmates.  Then, the Honors Program was 
a 25 credit minor (including not only a Senior Seminar, but 
a Junior Seminar as well) open only to H&S students.  The 
Honors Residential Learning Community had space 
available for 19 out of the approximately 160 students 
enrolled in the program at the time.  

I remember panicking about finishing the 
program by the time I graduated.  As honors students 
attempting to complete a 25 credit program in addition to 
our majors (and in many cases, additionally minors), we 
became masters at double dipping for Honors credits and 
General Education Credits with one course.  People 
scrambled, trying to figure out how they would possibly 
have the time to double major, minor in honors, andspend 
a semester abroad.  Those who were planning on going 
abroad knew they must double up on seminars for one 
semester, or present an extensive paper and presentation 
on their travel experience upon their return in order to 
waive one three credit seminar.

It was cozy and comfortable.  The cohort was 
split up into only two first year seminars, both closely 
related in topic.  When we met for common hour once a 
week, we all fit comfortably into a typical Williams 
classroom.  We were a small enough class that Jim 
Swafford and Catherine Penner, the two first year 
professors, could assign us group projects which allowed 
us to work with students outside of our own seminars.  We 
had time in one class period for every student in the group 
to present on their favorite work of art, or piece of music.  
Moving up to the intermediate seminar level, we had a 
choice of only a handful of courses.  Even once all of the 
ŎƻƘƻǊǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƳƛȄŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƳƛƴŀǊǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 
faces became familiar and we all got to know our fellow 
Honors students.  

The Honors Holiday Dinner took place in only a 
portion of Emerson Suites, we could all carpool down to 
Purity Ice Cream in one trip for the Ice Cream Social, and 
there was enough space for the majority of the students in 
the program to attend the New York City trip each spring.  
Living on the Honors floor was cozy, too.  We came up 
short of our maximum capacity.  With only 18 residents 
living on the floor, we all became incredibly close.  The 
ground floor of Landon Hall was the site of all night study 
groups, intellectual discussions about our coursework, not-
so-intellectual discussions about Harry Potter and the like, 
and mattress fort building (when all the work was done, of 
course).    We were a group made up primarily of first year 
students.  Our RA could plan programs such as walking 
down to the Commons for ApplefestΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜΩŘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ 
to keep track of all us, thank goodness.  

Well, needless to say, things have changed quite 
a bit since then.  We have already begun our growth in 
every aspect.  Our programs are larger, the program is 
open to students from all schools and majors; we are 
offered a wider array of seminars each semester; our 
housing community has relocated to a space in Lyon Hall 
which has room for upwards of 50 residents each year. 

The past four years have been a whirlwind of 
change for the Honors Program, expanding to all Honors, 
dropping the course load to allow for students from all 
majors to participate.  While I have enjoyed each and every 
year of my Honors experience, I must say, I have loved 
being able to witness the expansion of the program.  The 
incoming classes are in for quite a different experience 
from the one we in the Class of 2010 have had, but a great 
experience, still.  They will enter into a program where 
they will get to know students from all schools at Ithaca 
College, a program with a wider array of seminars to offer, 
and a program with even more faculty members involved.  
I wish them the best and offer this piece of advice: Take 
advantage of every opportunity this new program has to 
offer; opportunities such as the London Honors Program, 
the mini-courses, and the housing experience, will all come 
together to create a program that will enrich any other 
experiences one will have here at IC.

Honors Program Expansion: 
A Senior Prospective

By Katie Wright

Purity Ice Cream 2008
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But there are other features that have made 

up for these possible short comings. Honors housing is 

one of them. Part of the reason I joined Honors was 

because I wanted to meet other people who were 

actually interested in academics. As we all know, not 

everybody at college agrees with me. Honors housing 

helped me find people who did. I doubt any other 

residential hall on campus started the year out with a 

brisk debate about their impressions of Hamlet. While 

the growth of Honors housing meant that we may not be 

as close as we could be, it allowed for more variety in 

what each person brings to the table. It also allows for 

students other than freshmen to be part of the 

community, which provided valuable insight and 

opinions. Living in the RLC has brought me some 

wonderful friends and is a great experience for incoming 

freshmen.

Overall, I see the expansion of Honors as an 

improvement. As new ideas are bounced around, I can 

only hope future changes will bring even more good 

things to life in Honors. 

Lyon HallτHome of the Honors 
Residential Living Community

Honors Barbeque 2009

Joining the Honors community as an incoming freshman was 

an exciting experience. Here was an opportunity to meet students from 

other parts of the school, have access to a variety of interesting seminars, 

ŀƴŘ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎǎΦ {ƻƳŜ ƻŦ 

the best opportunities came from the recent expansion of the program.

One of the most exciting aspects of college life for me was 

being able to meet new people. As a Drama major, I was afraid I would 

ƎŜǘ ǎǳŎƪŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŦŜǿ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ 

ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ L ƘŀŘ ƘƻǇŜŘ IƻƴƻǊǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ Ƴȅ ǘƛŎƪŜǘ ǘƻ ƴŜǿ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ 

experiences, and my assumption was correct. With the broadening of 

Honors into schools other than simply H&S, and the change in credit load 

to allow for more intense majors, I have met students from all over 

campus, including Business majors, Physical Therapy majors, Music 

majors, and everyone in between. 

Honors Program Expansion: A Freshman Perspective
By Alyssa Carlucci

Having so many more students in the program has created a 

need for more seminars, which is both a thrilling and sobering concept. I 

love the idea of having a selection to choose from, but sometimes I 

wonder what it was like for previous batches of students. Were the 

students closer when Honors was smaller? But all good things must have 

their downsides, and I feel like these balance out well enough.

¢ƘŜ ŎƭƻǎŜƴŜǎǎ ŦŀŎǘƻǊ ƛǎƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ŎƭŀǎǎƳŀǘŜǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΦ 

Having so many professors would limit it too. The idea of Honors to me 

brought up visions of a small group of students with a few dedicated 

professors, and it was a little overwhelming to think about how many of 

ǳǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀǊŜΦ ²ƛǘƘ ŀ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƭŀǊƎŜǊΣ ƛǘΩǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ 

through a semester without ever meeting most of the Honors professors. 
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Walking around Ithaca College campus, it is usually fairly easy to pick out at least one football player, a Resident Assistant, a 
rower for one of the crew teams, and RHA member, or a student studying physical therapy. For that matter, there is a whole host of 
organizations around campus that are constantly being advertised just by students walking back and forth between classes, meals,and 
the fitness center. The reason, of course, is not because students have the clubs and organizations they are affiliated with tattooed on 
their foreheads, but because there are awesome tee-shirts, sweatshirts, jackets, baseball caps, scarfves, and sweatpants made for 
those organizations to distribute among their members as proud representations of their amalgamation into a larger group.  

As you may know, the Ithaca College Honors Program has recently expanded the number of applicants accepted for each 
school year, and within short three years the program should have a membership of four hundred students, including students from
every school on campus. As such, our representation on campus may soon warrant the symbolic presence represented by an official 
Honors tee-ǎƘƛǊǘΦ !ǘ ŀ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ IƻƴƻǊǎ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊȅ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǊŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΤ άLŦ IƻƴƻǊǎ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǘŜŜ-shirt, 
ǿƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƛǘ ǎŀȅΚέ !ƳƛŘǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǳƎƘǎ ŀƴŘ ƧŜǎǘǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘǘŜǊΣ ǿŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ƛƴǘŜǊesting to 
see what the greater Honors community thought would make for the perfect Honors insignia. 

Given total discretion on the matter, a few Honorites weighed in on what they thought the most telling tee would say.
! ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜŘ [ƻǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wƛƴƎǎΣ ŀǎǎƛƎƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǘŎƘ ǇƘǊŀǎŜǎΣ ά.ƻō {ǳƭƭƛǾŀƴ ǎƛƳǇƭȅwalks into 
aƻǊŘƻǊΣέ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ άLǘƘŀŎŀ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ IƻƴƻǊǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΦέ

!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ IƻƴƻǊƛǘŜ ǿǊƻǘŜ ƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΥ ά/ŜǊǘǳƳ Ŝǎǘ ǉǳƻŘ ŎŜǊǘǳƳ ǊŜŘŘƛ ǇƻǘŜǎǘέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǳǇ ƻƴ 
ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ ǿƛǘƘ άLǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƴƻǘ ŀǎ ǎƳŀǊǘ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǎƻǳƴŘǎΦέ !ƴŘ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ {ƘŀƪŜǎǇŜŀǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ώ9ƴǘŜǊ tƛǊŀǘŜǎϐ ƻƴ ǘƘŜfront, and 
[Exit Pursued by Bear] on the reverse side.

hǘƘŜǊ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀƭƭǳǎƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ IŀǊǊȅ tƻǘǘŜǊΣ ǿƛǘƘ ά²ƛǘ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ƛǎ ƳŀƴΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜΣέ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŜƭƭ 
ƪƴƻǿƴ ǉǳƻǘŜǎΣ ƭƛƪŜ hǎŎŀǊ ²ƛƭŘŜΩǎ άL ŀƳ ǎƻ ŎƭŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǿƻǊŘ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ LΩƳ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΦέ ¢ƘŜ Ŧǳƴά±eni 
±ƛŘƛ ±ƛŎƛέ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘΦ

[ŀǎǘƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ IƻƴƻǊǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƻǳǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǎƘƛǊǘ ǿŀǎ ŦǊŜŜΦέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŦǊƻƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǇŀǊŜƴǘƘŜǎƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪΣ άόL ƭƻǾŜ ƘƻƴƻǊǎύΣέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ŘƻΣ ŀǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ōȅ ƻǳǊ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘe amusing, 
but telling T-shirt slogans.

This spring semester has brought something new to the Ithaca College Honors Program: one-credit seminars. Running in Block 1 is

ǘƘŜ ά/ŀǇŀōƭŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΥ aŀǊǘƘŀ bǳǎǎōŀǳƳ {ŜƳƛƴŀǊέΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ōȅ /ǊŀƛƎ 5ǳƴŎŀƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘȅ ŀƴŘ wŜƭƛƎƛƻƴ ŘŜǇŀrtment, runs 

seventy-five minutes a week for seven weeks.  It examines Martha Nussbaum, a leading contemporary political philosopher known for her 

ŘŜŦŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻǎƳƻǇƻƭƛǘŀƴƛǎƳΣ ŀ ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛǎƳ ƻŦ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎƳΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ŘŜŦŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άŎŀǇŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘέ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ Ǉƻƭƛtical philosophy. The 

ǎŜƳƛƴŀǊ ǊŜŀŘ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ bǳǎǎōŀǳƳΩǎ ōƻƻƪǎΣ Women and Human Development, a book that focuses on the implementation and defense of the 

capabilities approach as applied to the unequal treatment of women in India. The second book read is For Love of Country?This complex book 

ŀǊƎǳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŘƛǎǘǊǳǎǘ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇŀǘǊƛƻǘƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ǎŜŜ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŀǎ άŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ

The course will conclude on Tuesday March 9th, when Martha Nussbaum herself will come to Ithaca College and lead the final 

session of the seminar. That evening, she will also give a speech as a 2010 Distinguished Speaker for the Humanities at 7:30pm in the Emerson 

Suites about her new book arguing for gay rights. 

The second block for the one-ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ǎŜƳƛƴŀǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ά¢ƘŜ .Ǌŀƛƴ ŀǎ ¢ŜȄǘ-! WƻǳǊƴŜȅ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎƴŜǎǎέΦ LƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ōȅ WŜŀƴ 

Hardwick of the Biology department, the course will examine two works by John Lehrer, an important new voice in explaining neuroscience to 

ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ [ŜƘǊŜǊΩǎ ǘǿƻ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǿƻǊƪǎΣ Proust was a Neuroscientist and How we Decide, both discussing the 

context of the current scientific knowledge about the brain and consciousness. The goal of the seminar will be to verse the students with 

[ŜƘǊŜǊΩǎ ǿƻǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΣ ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƳƛƴŀr.

Minds That Mutter 
By Ashley Jacoby

Small Courses with Large Value: The 1-Credit Honors Seminar
By Kate Calleri
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Student Highlight: Kody Keplinger, Debut 

Novelist and Honors Student

By Ashlyn Velte

As students in the Honors Program here at Ithaca many 

of us know what it feels like to be busy, hardworking and stressed 

out. But how would we balance our college schedule with a 

blossoming career? Such a scenario faces current Freshman, Kody

Keplingerwho last summer sold her first novel to Poppy, an imprint 

of Little Brown, the same publisher who did The Cliqueand Gossip 

Girl series. 

According to KodyΣ ǎƘŜΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ 

three including telling her mom stories while tapping on the keys of 

a typewriter before she could even spell. Only when she was a 

senior in high school did she finally start a project she felt had a 

chance to be published. Kodybegan writing a book called The Duff

(Designated Ugly Fat Friend) in January 2009. She wrote the whole 

book in a month and a half and began editing it immediately. By 

mid May she had queried and found an agent. Her book sold to the 

publisher on June 30, 2009 with a release date set in September 

2010. In this extraordinarily short amount of time she went from 

living anonymously in a small town in Kentucky to being a 

suggested search on Google. On top of all this, she started a new 

life far away from home in college here at IC. 

YƻŘȅΩǎƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ōƻƻƪǎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǊŜŀƭ 

life; rather she draws her inspiration directly from her characters. 

The first thing she thinks up when writing a book are the characters 

ǿƘƻ ǘƘŜƴ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƭƻǘΦ άaȅ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǳǇ 

ǿƛǘƘ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎΦέ ǎƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ άL ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ŘǊƛǾŜƴΦ L ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ 

ǎǇŜƴŘ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǘŀƪŜ ƳŜΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ 

plot out my book specifically. I just come up with a vague idea and 

let the characters decide. It sounds really schizophrenic of me, but I 

ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŘƻΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ 

development probably stems from her belief on what makes a 

good book.  When asked what makes a good book she replies: 

άDƻƻŘ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎΦ LŦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǊŜƭŀǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪΦέ

Currently she writes Young Adult fiction, which also is her favorite 

ƎŜƴǊŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘΦ IŜǊ ōƻƻƪ ŦƻŎǳǎŜǎ ƻƴ ŀ ƎƛǊƭΩǎ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ōƻŘȅ 

image and love. If she asked if she will ever write anything other 

ǘƘŀƴ ōƻƻƪǎ ŦƻǊ ¸ƻǳƴƎ !Řǳƭǘǎ ǎƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘǎΣ ά!ǎ ƻŦ ƴƻǿΣ ƴƻΦ .ǳǘ 

ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ŀƳ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŀŘǳƭǘΦ ¢ƘƻǳƎƘ LΩƳ ƛƴ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ L 

still write about high school. Right now though I really like young 

ŀŘǳƭǘ ŦƛŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎΦέ

Obviously, she must be a very motivated author to work 

as fast as she has on her books, but why stay in school when her 

career has already begun? Her answer to this question reflects a 

ǿƛǎŘƻƳ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅ ǇƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅΣ ǎƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ ά¸ƻǳ 

Ŏŀƴ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǊŜƭȅ ƻƴ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŀǊǘƛǎǘƛŎ ŀǎ ŀ ǎǘŜŀŘȅ ŎŀǊŜŜǊΦ LΩƳ ŀ 

pessimist so I need a backup plan. I need an education just in case 

Ƴȅ ōƻƻƪǎ ǘŀƴƪΦέ 

Alright, so that seems like solid reasoning as to why she wants to 

stay in school, but how does she expect to keep on top of all the 

school work provided by the honors program as well as publish her 

ƴƻǾŜƭǎΚ άL ǘŀƪŜ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ 

ǎǘǊƛŘŜΦ !ǎ ƻŦ ƴƻǿ L Ƨǳǎǘ ǎǘŀȅ ǳǇ ƭŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎƭŜŜǇΦέ {ƘŜ ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜǎΣ 

άLΩƭƭ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ǇǳōƭƛŎƛǎǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ǎƻ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ƳŀƪŜ Ƴȅ 

schedule work around the publication next semester. However, not 

ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƳŀƪŜ ƳŜ ŎǊŀȊƛŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǎƭŜŜǇ ǿƻǳƭŘΦέ

Kody Keplinger
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What’s Next?  

March   
6th:  Honors daytrip to NYC  
13th: 21st:  Spring Break!  
23rd:  Tickets for the Niagara on the Lake/Shaw Festival 

daytrip become available  
26th: Coffee Talk (4:00pm)

April
8th:  Whalen Undergraduate Research Conference at Ithaca 

College  
8th-11th:  Northeast Regional Undergraduate Research 

Convention (3 Honors students presenting)  
12th:  Honors students may register for Fall 2010 classes  
15th- 17th:  National Undergraduate Research Conference (10 

Honors students presenting)  
23rd:  Coffee Talk (4:00pm)  
25th: Honors daytrip to Niagara on the Lake and the Shaw 
Festival  

May  
7th:  Coffee Talk (4:00pm)  
10th-14th:  Final Exams  
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Congratulations to Valerie Falconieri who won the Honors newsletter naming contest.  
άLǘƘŀŎǊŀƴƛǳƳέ ƛǘ ƛǎΗ

Interested in contributing to the next issue of Ithacranium?  
Email honors@ithaca.edu

Formatting by: Valerie Falconieri
Editors: Alana Koehler, Alyssa Carlucci, Ashley Jacoby, 
Ashlyn Velte, Casey Thomas, Kate Calleri, Katie Wright, 
Kelsey Greene, Nia Sciarretta, Robert Sullivan


