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· Creation story: Sky Woman comes here and foundation of culture and relations with the environment, animals and each other are created (see Words that Come Before All Else, publication of the Haudenosaunee Environmental Task Force, http://www.hetfonline.org/)
Formation of the Haudenosaunee Confederacy

· Peacemaker, Hiawatha and Jigonsaseh help to bring peace to the people, taking refuge under the Great White Pine; role of women, clan structure, and democratic union of the 5 nations is est. approx. 1142 A.D., maybe even earlier based on current archaeological research and oral histories of the Haudenosaunee. For the 1142 date, see: “A Sign in the Sky: Dating the League of the Haudenosaunee,” by Barbara Mann and Jerry L. Fields, American Indian Culture and Research Journal 21(2):105-163 (1997).
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· Two parallel lines represent Haudenosaunee and Euro-Americans
· Haudenosaunee in their “canoe” and U.S. in their “ship” travel side by side, but the two rivers do not cross each other, therefore each should not interfere in the affairs of the other
Sullivan-Clinton Campaign (August-September 1779)
· Officially, Cayuga remained neutral, though it is often stated that they sided with the British (see George Washington’s War on Native America by Barbara Mann, Praeger Press 2005). The Oneidas intervened on their behalf, unsuccessfully.
· George Washington sent Gen. John Sullivan to burn Haudenosaunee settlements in a scorched earth genocidal campaign. Butler detachment attacked this area and destroyed 43 villages, crops fields, & fruit tree orchards. Soldier journals document destruction and murder of Cayuga people ( see Journals of the Military Expedition of Major General John Sullivan against the Six Nations of Indians in 1779 with Records of Centennial Celebrations, edited by Frederick Cook. Heritage Books, 2000 original 1887).

· Some Cayuga took refuge in Great Gully and were spared. Many Cayuga fled north to Canada, west to Buffalo/Niagara area, some remained around Cayuga Lake (www.sullivanclinton.com) until the land was annexed by New York State in treaties that were not ratified by Congress (and are therefore in violation of the federal 1790 non-Intercourse law). 
· Represents significant loss of presence and connection with homeland, including burial mounds of the ancestors, sacred sites like Great Gully and stories of their culture; historic signs posted around Cayuga Lake present one side of history
U.S. Constitution (1787) & Sovereignty

· Strong evidence of the influence of Haudenosaunee on U.S. Constitution (see Debating Democracy: Native American Legacy of Freedom by Bruce E. Johansen, Clear Light Publishers 1998)
· U.S. Constitution: “Exempting Indians not taxed”; can only make a treaty with another sovereign entity – treaty is a government to government document and “the supreme law of the land” which de facto recognizes sovereignty of both parties; states prohibited from making treaties

· Many Haudenosaunee refuse U.S. citizenship, travel abroad on their own passports

Non-Intercourse Act – 1790

· Only the federal government, not states, can regulate and negotiate Indian affairs
Canandaigua Treaty – 1794

· U.S. will  not disturb Haudenosaunee lands forevermore from this point forward (see Treaty of Canandaigua 1794, Jemison & Schein, 2000, Clear Light Press)
· Broken many times by U.S. (i.e. Kinzua Dam flooding one-third of Seneca lands), but still observed by Haudenosaunee every November 11

Final Dispossession of Cayuga Lands: “Treaties” with New York State, 1795 & 1807
· Land “sales” undertaken illegally (breaking Non-Intercourse Act and U.S. Constitution) 
· New York State did this knowingly, trying to undermine the central authority of U.S., build their own empire (i.e. nickname Empire State)

Land Claims and Trust Land
· Attempts to return home for over 100 years; “won” land claim, 1980 in Federal District Court; anti-Indian land claim movement mobilizes (UCE); summer 2005, land claim dismissed with rationale “it’s been too long” and it’s not fair (“laches”) for this injustice to be remedied so long after the fact.
· Anti-Indian movement refocuses on fighting Cayuga Nation land into trust under the BIA (the only recourse the Cayuga have left to re-establish a small portion of their territory). BIA hearing June 17, 2009 – hundreds of residents protest the trust application – much misinformation is stated.

· Archaeology is being used to reestablish Cayuga history and presence in the region.
· Eviction – hundreds of land claims, no one has ever been evicted
· Taxes and equality: tax breaks for churches, educational institutions, non-profits, rich people, and corporations.  Reality of tax crisis rooted in corporate welfare – corporate tax contributions in 2003, only 7.4 % of federal tax base – lowest level of contribution on record (Center on Budget and Policy Priorities)
Cayuga SHARE Farm (70 acre organic farm)
· People to people solutions to complex problems governments haven’t handled well
· Local group of people, including Brooke Hansen, Jack Rossen, Ernie Olson, and the Uticone Family from Seneca Falls, buy a farm to repatriate to the Cayuga in an act of healing, 2001

· Power of story – Heron Clan Mother Birdie Hill dreaming of the homeland
· Transfer of land, Dec. 2005 to Cayuga Nation; Dan Hill (Heron Clan) first to move back 
· Supports cultural revitalization – Cayuga plans:
· Ceremonial longhouse & Community gardens
· Language school for children

· Cultural Resource Management

· Good neighbors – Dan calls for regular workdays where anyone can visit and help out; yearly summer picnic – Cayugas reaching out in friendship                          
· Environment as common ground for everyone – perhaps bigger concern than taxes
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