
Latest APA Rule Revisions 
for Citing Articles from 

Databases 
 
 In the fall of 2007 the APA revised and updated the rules for citing 
“Electronic Media,” established by the 5th edition of the Publication 
Manual of the American Psychological Association, pp. 268-281.  Students 
required to use APA citation for research projects are well advised to ask 
instructors which set of rules they will be expected to follow: the 5th edition 
of the Manual or the new APA Style Guide to Electronic Resources. 
 In respect to newspaper, magazine, and journal articles retrieved 
from the IC Library’s subscription databases, the 2007 APA Style Guide 
makes three important revisions to the Manual.  
 
 1. Always include both the volume and issue numbers when citing 
journal articles retrieved from databases. 
 
 The 5th edition of the APA Manual still required a citation for the 
electronic version of a journal article to make the traditional (print) 
distinction between journals that paginate by volume (cite only volume 
number) and journals that paginate by issue (cite both volume and issue 
numbers). Because the pagination of a journal may be unclear online, the 
APA now requires the inclusion of both volume and issue numbers for all 
journal articles retrieved from databases.  
 
 2.  No retrieval date is necessary for information that is unlikely to be 
revised or updated—for example, the newspaper, magazine and journal 
articles retrieved from databases.  
 
 Since subscription databases give access to the final form of 
published articles, the date you retrieve them—previously required by the 
5th edition of the APA Manual— may be omitted. 
  
 3.  When the article you are citing includes a Digital Object Identifier 
(DOI), use that in place of the database name at the end of your citation.   
  
 A DOI is a unique string of numbers and letters that permanently 
identifies content and provides a persistent link to its current location on 
the Internet.  Publishers, especially scholarly publishers, increasingly assign 
journal articles a DOI number, and many databases now include a DOI. 
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 Look for the DOI in the brief citation display of your search retrieval, 
or in the full citation/abstract display, or at the beginning/end of the full 
text of an article.  It may be included at one or more of these locations. 
 
 

Where to look for a DOI: Examples 
 

DOI included in brief citation: 
 

 
 
APA citation: 
 
Rasmussen, C.E. (2006). We’re no metrosexuals: Identity, place and 

sexuality in the struggle over gay marriage.  Social & Cultural 
Geography, 7(5), 807-825. doi: 1D.1080/1464936060D974782 

 
Note: The DOI code, when available, replaces the database name as the 

final element in a citation.  Also note that in the citation “doi” is not 
capitalized, it is followed by a colon, and there is no terminal 
punctuation, such as the semi-colon that SocINDEX inserted. 

 
Note: If the database had not supplied a DOI, the final citation element 

would simply identify the database: “Retrieved from SocINDEX 
database.”   

 
 
DOI included in full citation: 
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APA citation: 
 
Bellin, J.B., & Pham, C.T.  (2007). Global expansion: Balancing a uniform 

culture with local conditions.  Strategy & Leadership, 35(6), 44-50. 
doi: 10.1108 /10878570710833750 

 
Note: Cut and paste the DOI into your citation to avoid transcription 

mistakes.  Only divide a DOI between lines before a punctuation 
mark—a period or slash. 

 
Note: If the database had not supplied a DOI, the final citation element 

would simply identify the database: “Retrieved from ProQuest 
database.” 

 
 
DOI included at beginning (or end) of full text: 
 

 
 

 
 
APA citation: 
 
Giacomini, M., Baylis, F., & Robert, J. (2007).  Banking on it: Public policy 

and the ethics of stem cell research and development. Social 
Science & Medicine, 65(7),1490-1500. doi: 10.1016/j.socscimed 
.2007.05.021 

 
Note: If the database had not supplied a DOI, the final citation element 

would simply identify the database: “Retrieved from ScienceDirect 
database.” 
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Final Notes:  For a DOI link resolver, which will point you to the current 

online location of an article, use CrossRef.org. 
 
Final Notes:  For an updated guide to APA citation of articles from 

databases, see “APA Citation Guide: Articles from IC Library 
Databases.”  For an updated guide to APA citation of Web sources, 
see “APA Citation Guide: Web Sources.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Brian Saunders, Humanities Librarian, January 2008 
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