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Printed Document

Case Study:Northern Rockies Gray Wolf

Lesson Objectives:

* Students will analyze writings on the removal of the Northern Rocky Mountain gray wolf
from the endangered species list from an environmental group fact sheet, an article from
conservative web site, a government press relse and an educational organization news
report.

* Students will study and present different views on government intervention to protect
endangered species.

* Students will evaluate and discuss how organizational mission informs reporting on
wildlife issues.

¢ Students will evaluate and discuss the media representation of the Endangered Species

Vocabulary:
Endangered Species Act, U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, delisting, killing rule,
chronic wasting disease, recovery plan, management plan. Wyoming Game and Fish
trophy game animals, predatory animals, breeding pair, recovered population

Media

Handouts with excerpts from four opinion/analysis articles from the Natural Resource
Defense Council, the Cybercast News Service, the U. S. Department of Fish and Wildlife
and National Geographic News

Materials Needed:

« TeacherOs guide: Northern Rockies Gray Wolf Case Study

« Two-page student reading #1: OProtecting Wolves in the American WestO

« Two-page student reading #2: ORancher Violates Endamgd Species Act by Killing Wolf to
Save CattleO

« Two-page student reading #3: OWyomingOs Wolf Plan Offers OAdequate Regulatory
MechanismOO

» Two-page student reading #4: ON. Rockies Gray Wolf Removed From Endangered ListO

* One-page Lesson #3 Case Study Stadt Worksheet

Time
50 Minutes

Lesson Procedures:

1. PresentBackground Informationto the class.

2. Divide the class into four groups and distribute the Student Reading Handout, one article per
group.

3. Use the Teacher Answer SheeTeacher Guide to help facilitate the four presentations.

4. Help students to articulate and evaluate their own thinking about how perspectives on

government intervention to solve problems have shaped arguments about the Endangered

Species Act and how the mission statement of the sponsor orgation may shape its

reporting.
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Case Study:Northern Rockies
Gray Wolf

Printed Document

1. Organize and make copies for the class activities.
2. Provide background information

Background Information

Read or ask students to summarize the Background Reading, OThe Gray Wolf in the Unitec
States.O

3. Introduce lesson.

Lesson Information

This lesson explores the removal of the Northern Rocky Mountain gray wolf from the endangered
species list as seen from a variety of perspectives. You will read excerpts from four different articles
on the subject from these sources: a Natural Resources Defense Council Fact Sheet, an article from
CNSNews.com, a U. S. Fish and Wildlife News Release and an article from National Geographic
News. Each excerpt is followed by a brief description of the mission and/or history of the
organization on whose website the article was published.

For this lesson, you will break into four g roups, each with a different article to read. As your group
reads the handout, look for the answers to four basic questions: 1) Does the author take a position
on the success of the Endangered Species Act as a means to protect Northern Rockies Gray Wolf
populations? 2) What is the author’s perspective on government'’s role in protecting the wolf?

3) What sources does the author cite? 4) In what way does the mission statement or history of the
supporting organization shape its reporting?

Also, note any passages in the article that illustrate those points. You will then present your
document to the entire class with each student sharing a different answer. After all four groups
have presented we will discuss your reactions to the various perspectives presented.

4. Distribute among the four groups one student reading and one student worksheet.

5. Give students time to complete the assignment. Review the possible answers using the
Teacher Answer Sheet.

6. Bring the classback together for the presentations.

7. Ask each group to report their authorOs analysis and conclusions, question by quest®n
using excerpts from the text to illustrate their points.
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Teacher Answer Sheet
Questions, Possible Answers & Edence

1.) Does the author take a position on the success of the Endangered
Species Act as a means to protect Northern Rockies Gray Wolf
populations? If so, what do they conclude?

Possible Answers

Doc. 1: Natural Resources Defense Council
(NRDC)DbThe Endangered Species Act (ES
has helped wolf populations to rebound and
is at risk due to government proposals to
delist the wolf.

Doc. 2: CNSNews.com (CNSP The
Endangeed Species Act has been harmful ti
the wolf and other wildlife and a hindrance
to people who support its goals.

Doc. 3: Wyoming Game and Fish (WGFP
The ESA has succeeded in helping to
reestablish the wolf population and ESA
protection is no longer needed for the wolf.

Doc 4: National Geographic News(NGN) b
The Endangered Species Act has been a
success in preventing extinction, though
some environmentalists oppose delisting the
wolf.

Evidence

Doc. 1: NRDC BItOs a wildlife success story. The
Bush AdministrationOs proposal (to delist) gives
the states a free pass to kill hundreds of gray
wolves, just when wolves are making good
progress toward recovery.

Doc. 2: CNSDThe act is doing more harm than
good. The feds clamping down on Lang will tave
a chilling effect on the conservation of the wolf
and other endangered species. OIf one had
deliberately tried to write a law that would do
enormous harm to wildlife, it would be hard to
top the ESA.O

Doc. 3: WGF BThe 2007 Plan will provide
adequateregulatory mechanisms for conserving a
recovered wolf population in Wyoming after
delisting and meets the requirements of the
Endangered Species Act. It is an encouraging sig
that wolves in our state will soon be removed
from the Endangered Species List.

Doc 4: NGN BThe purpose of having the
Endangered Species Act is to prevent extinction.
That goal has essentially been achieved, so it's a
success story. The darkest days are in the past fc
the wolves of the Rockies. Delisting is very
alarming for someconservation groups.
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Teacher Answer Sheet
Questions, Possible Answers & Evidence

2.) What is the authorOs perspective on the governmentOs role i
protecting the wolf?

Possible Answers

Doc. 1: NRDC - Federal and state
governments should be active in working to
strengthen the ESA.

Doc. 2: CNS - The government should
rewrite the ESA to protect people as well as
animals and to make its provisions clear to
all.

Doc. 3: WGF - States should assume
responsibility for managing wolf
populations.

Doc 4: NGN - Federal, state and Native
American tribal governments are committed
to continued protection for the wolf.
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Evidence

Doc. 1: NRDC - Officials at the state and federal
level must do more to protect this valuable top-
level predator. States must establish rational,
scientifically based wolf management plans and
programs that maintain wolf populations at

appropriate numbers and ensure their long-term
health.

Doc. 2: CNS — Quoting the author of the report
“Bad for Species, Bad for People: What's Wrong
With the Endangered Species Act and How to Fix
[t”: “The law is ‘vaguely worded,” which leads to
‘misunderstandings’ over its provisions.”

Doc. 3: The Wyoming Game and Fish
Department is fully prepared to assume
management of wolves in Wyoming, and we are
committed to ensuring a recovered population
while managing this species in a way that makes
sense for people who live and work in wolf
country.”

Doc 4: NGN - The delisting means state officials
and Native American tribes will soon manage
their own wolf populations. Montana, Idaho, and
Wyoming are currently developing plans for
sporting hunts to control the newly recovered
populations. USFWS is dedicated to preserving
this population.
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Teacher Answer Sheet
Questions, Possible Answers & Evidence

3.) What sources does the author cite?

Possible Answers

Doc. 1: NRDC - Unnamed independent
biologists, scientists and researchers.

Doc. 2: CNS — A conservative analyst, a
California entrepreneur, a Montana ranch
owner and an official with the Fish and
Wildlife Service.

Doc. 3: WGF — A representative from the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and Wyo-
ming’s governor and director of Game and
Fish.

Doc 4: NGN — Government officials, a
scientist and an educator.

Evidence

Doc. 1: NRDC - Independent biologists agree that
2,000 to 3,000 wolves are needed in the Northern
Rockies. Researchers found that wolves were chang-
ing ecosystem dynamics. A 2006 study in Yellow-
stone. A recent genetics study. Biologists... Geneti-
cists have said that several thousand wolves are
needed to maintain the long-term health of Northern
Rockies wolves.

Doc. 2: CNS - Brian Seasholes, an adjunct scholar
with the conservative National Center for Policy
Analysis. Roger Lang is a California entrepreneur who
owns the 18,000-acre Sun Ranch. Ed Bangs, wolf re-
covery coordinator of the Northern Rocky Mountains
for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

Doc. 3: WGF - In a letter yesterday from U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service Director Dale Hall to Wyoming
Game and Fish Department Director Terry Cleve-
land... Wyoming Governor Dave Freudenthal.

Doc 4: NGN - Lynn Scarlett, Deputy Secretary of the
Interior. Ed Bangs, the USFWS wolf recovery coordi-
nator in Helena, Montana. David Mech is a senior
research scientist for the U.S. Geological Survey and
chair of the World Conservation Union's Wolf
Specialist Group. Jess Edberg of the education
nonprofit International Wolf Center in Ely, Minnesota.
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Teacher Answer Sheet
Questions, Possible Answers & Evidence

4.) In what way does the mission statement or history of the
sponsoring organization shape its reporting?

Possible Answers

Doc. 1: NRDC BAs an activist
environmental organization NRDC presents
information to support its intent of
protecting the wolf by urging further
protections above and beyond those
protections already in place.

Doc. 2: CNSDBAs a news source dedicated
to counteracting what it sees as a liberal
bias, CNS seeks out conservative
commentators.

Doc. 3: The history of Wyoming Game and
Fish as a department with roots in citizens®
actions to preserve wildlife for hunting and
fishing suggests that its interest is in
positions that uphold state rather than
federal responsibility for managing fish and
game.

Doc 4: NGN BAs an organization devoted
to education rather than an action National
Geographic News seeks to present Oboth
sidesO of the story by acknowledging
environmentalistsO concerns. It may also
want to highlight the success in keeping
with its mission of inspiration.

Evidence

Doc. 1: NRDC BThe Natural Resources Defense
Council's purpose is to safeguard the Earth. We
work toEdefend endangered places. We strive to
protect nature.

Doc. 2: CNSP A news source for individuals,
news organizations and broadcasters who put a
higher premium on balance than spin and seek
news thatOs ignored or undeeported as a result
of media bias by omission. Studies by the Media
Research Center, the parent organization of
CNSNews.com, clearly demonstrate a liberal bias
in many news outlets.

Doc. 3: WGF B The positions of State Fish
Warden (1890) and State Game Warden (1899)
were establisked to protect Wyoming's wildlife
from dangers of over harvesting. These positions
were dedicated to the replenishment of the
wildlife in the area. The Game and Fish
Commission was established to provide citizen
oversight to the Wyoming Game and Fish
Department.

Doc 4: NGN - National Geographic's Mission
Programs supportEscientific fieldworkEpromote
natural and cultural conservation. Amazing
storiesEinspire audiences.
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E After all four groups have presented lead a discussion about how perspectives government
intervention to solve problems have shaped arguments about the Endangered Species Act and
the Northern Rocky Mountain wolf.

E Make sure that all students have an opportunity to express their agreement and disagreeme
with the reasoning of thevarious authors.

FURTHER QUESTIONS

E Who are the target audiences for each source? Might those audiences steer the nature ¢
the reporting?

E How are the authorsO impressions shaped by their tist in government?

E How can you distinguish between fact and opinion in an article about the ESA and the
wolf?

E How can you select the widest range of information sources? Why might this be helpful

as you discuss the endangered species act with others?

CONNECTIONS
See lesson 1 Powerpoint slides #12, 35, 36 (wolf) and 225 (ESA)
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BACKGRQUIND READING

THE GRAY WOLF IN THE UNITED
STATES

The gray wolf and the United States have had an up
and down relationship over the past 200 years. For
millennia, Native Americans and wolves had coe-
isted as top predhtors in the ecosystems they shared.
Many tribes included wolf clans as part of their &-
milial structure, marking the close reétions between
people and wolves. European redtions with wolves,
however, were based in a market economy that re-
ognized the profit from seling wolf skins and the
threat of predation from raising livestock in their a-
eas where wolves were platiful.

In his essay OWasty Ways,O Alan Taylor pointstou
that prior to the 19" century, much of New England
was covered by dense forests which Oshelteredin
merous carnivorous mammalsk (that) threatened the
domesicated livestock and plants introducedby the
settlers (who)had to fight an often losing battle b de-
fend orchards, poultry, and livestock from marauding
bears andwolvesO (Taylor 107). By the midl600s,
New England farmers used bounties, poisons and
special hunts to rid the area of wolves. The radia of
the time encouraged the elimination of wolves by
publishing mostly fictional stories of wolf attacks on
people and of the heroic efforts of wolf hunters to
destroy this dangeous enemy. Taylor points out that
stories played an impatant role in helping settlers
endure the hardships of the frontier, Oggcially
(those stories which) honored those who destroyed
wolves, panthers, and bears...Accounts of battles
with wild carn ivores were second only to tales of
heroism in fighting IndiansO (ibid 112). By the early
decades of the 20" century, the gray wolfhad been
exterminated from the east and greatly reduced in
population elsewhere (Wicove 21).

In 1973, President Nixon signed the Endangered $p
cies act which Oprovides for the conservation of
speciesthat are endangered or threatenedhroughout
all or a significant portion of their range, and the

conservation of the ecsystems on which they @&pendO
(ESA). The gray wolf was listed as an endangeredesp
cies under this act for all of the contiguous 48 statesye
cept for Minnesota where they were listed as threta
ened.

According to the 2007 Fish and Wildlife Sewice gray
wolf fact sheet: OThe wolfOs comeback natiside is
due to its listing under the Endangered Species Acter
sulting in increased sciantific research and protection
from unregulated killing, along with reintroduction and
management programs and education effortthat in-
creased public understanding of wolf biology and
behaviorEln the northern Rocky Mountains, the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service reintroduced gray wolves into
Yellowstone National Park and U.S. Foest Service
lands in central Idaho in 1995 and 1996. The
reintroduction was succesful, and the recovery goals
for this population have been exceeded. By [Bcember
2006, there were about 1,100 wolves in the Yé
lowstone area and Idaho; in total, at least 1,240 live in
the northern Rocky Mouwntains of Montana, Idaho, and
Wyoming. Wolf recovery has been so successful that
the Service has proposed removal of the gray wolf in
the northern Rocky Mouwntains from the threatened and
endangered sgcies listO (Gray wolf).

On February 21, 2008, the Fish and Wildlife Services-
sued a press release which began: OThe gray wolf pop
lation in the Northern Rocky Mountains is thriving and
no longer requires the protection of the Bdangered
Species Act, Deputy Secretary of the Interior Lynn Sca
lett announced today. As a esult, the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service will remove the species from the fal-
eral list of threatened and endangered speciesO @nibr
Dept).
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OProtecting Wolves in the American West,O

Natural Resources Defense Caucil Fact Sheet

Document Excerpt #1

ItOs a wildlife sccess story: After an absence of more
than 50 years, wolves were reintroduced into Yellav-
stone National Park and central Idaho in 1995 and
1996, and they now number roughly 1,300 individuals
in the Northern Rockies. To many Americans, wolves
represent wild nature that has been lost in many parts
of the country. But these magnificent animals are once
again at risk. The Bush AdministrationOs proposal to
remove Endangered Species Act protectiofisto Odé-
istO wolvesl threatens to return Northern Rocky
Mountain wolves to the brink of extinction by allow-
ing states to kill more than 60% of the current wolf
population.

Wolf Delisting and the OKilling RuleO

The Bush AdministrationOs proposal gives the states :
free pass to kill hundreds of gray wolves, just when
wolves are making good progress toward recovery.
And another loophole would make it possible for
states to kill wolves even while they are on the e-
dangered species list: the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser
ice (FWS) has also proposed to revise section 10(j) of
the Endangered Species Act, known as the Okilling
rule,® which would allow the states to eliminate
wolves if they are Oa major causeO of numerical or
distributional changes in elk herds. The fact that
drought, shrinking habitat, other predators and human
hunting have been found to be the primary causes of
elk herd changes becomes irrelevant under this new
rule. In effect, wolves can be exterminated for doing
what they are supposed to dé&\ maintain a healthy
ecosystem by preying on elk.

The federal government ha failed to apply sound
science to protect wolf populations. For the past five
years, the federal government has been aggssively
killing wolves, without solving the underlying con-
flicts with livestock that are prompting the slaughter
of numerous wolf packs. After delisting, even more
wolves will be killed. Although independent biol o-
gists agree that 2,000 to 3,000 wolves are needed in

the Northern Rockies for a healthy, viable wolf
population, the Bush AdministrationOs plan could
reduce the number of wolves to as low as just 100 in
each state.

Why Wolves Matter
Wolves are essential to a healthy ecosystem. Within
a few years of returning wolves to Ydowstone Park,
researchers found wolves werehanging ecosystem
dynamics. Wolves reduced coyote populations,
which helped small animals, birds, and rodents le-
come more plentfulN a boon for predators like
hawks and eagles. Elk soon became naturally vigilant
and moved around more frequently, which helped
aspen and willow trees grow where they had been
over-browsed, in turn allowing the return of beavers
and riparian bird species. Wolves play other valuable
roles in the interconnected Western ecosystem.
¥ Elk, deer and moose benefit from wolf preda-
tion. Wolves and prey such as elk, deer and
moose have existed together for thosands of
years. Wolves tend to naturally glect as prey the
animals easiest for them to hurl¥l those that are
injured, sick, old or very young. In removing
these animals from herds, theemaining animals
are younger, stronger, and faster, making the
herd more robust and healthier overall.

¥  Wolves help prevent the spread of disease in
ungulates. Biologists believe the presence of
wolves will prevent chronic wasting disease from
wiping out large numbers of deer, as it has in
southern Rockies states such as Colorado. In the
Great Lakes states, chronic wasting disease in
white-tailed deer has only been located in areas
where wolves are not present.

¥  Wolves mediate the impact of climate change
on scavenging animals such as bears, coyotes,
eagles, fox and many others As winters become
milder and shorter over time, elk and deer have
an easier time surviving. Animals that rely on
winter-killed carcasses have had less to eat
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in recent springs. Wolves can reduce the negativen-
pact of global warming because wolfkilled carcasses
provide food for scavengers.

Wolves provide substantial economic benefits A 2006
study in Yellowstone determined tourists \g&iting the park
to view wolves have brought $35 million annually to the
regionOs economy, which tins over into more than $70
million annually for northern Rockies communities. In
the Great Lakes area, wolfelated tourism povides $3
million to the small town of Ely, Minnesota alone.

We Can Do More to Protect Wolves
Officials at the state and federalevel must do more to
protect this valuable top-level predator.

Stop delisting and halt adoption of the revised 10(j)
rule. WyomingOs plan to classify wolves as OpredatorsQ
and open them up for public killing and IdahoOs eémand
for zero wolves in the shte illustrate how vulnerable
wolves will be in the absence of federal protection.
States must establishational, scientifically based wolf
management plans and programs that maintain wolf
populations at appropriate numbers and ensure their
long-term healkh.

Enhance habitat protection

Increased settlement and oil and gas development ¢o
tinue to fragment wolf ecosystems in the Northern
Rockies and the landscapes that connect them. Aecent
genetics study determined that Ydowstone wolves are
isolated fromwolves in central Idaho, largely because
wolves cannot travel between the ecosystems without
getting killed. Much more must be done to protect hal
tat within and between the ecosystems where wolves
live.

Reduce wolf/livestock conflicts

States should beequired to utilize existing non-lethal
tools and to develop new ways to minimize conflicts.
More than half the wolf packs in Idaho and Wyoming
overlap grazing allotments on public lands, where the
Forest Service could help reduce conflicts by impraing
grazing practices.

Revise recovery plan to include new information
on wolf genetics and habitat needs The federal
wolf recovery plan was drafted 20 years ago when
there were only a handful of wolves in the Norh-
ern Rockies. In reaction to opposition to he wolf
reintroduction, the government set recovery goals
low, at 100 wolves in each state. Today, after cb
lecting data about genetic and habitat requie-
ments, biologists have called for population viabi-
ity studies and a revsion of the recovery goals ¢
reflect todayOs science. Geneticists have saidvse
eral thousand wolves are needed to maitain the
long-term health of Northern Rockies wolves.

OProtecting Wolves in the American West.O Natur:
Resources Defense Council Fact Sheet. Jan. 2008.
23 Feb. 2008. <http://www.nrdc.org/wildlife/
animals/wolves/wolves.pdf>

The Natural Resources Defense Council's ppose is
to safeguard the Earth: its peple, its plants and
animals and the natural systems on which all life
depends. We work to restore the integrityof the
elements that sustain life- air, land and water -- and
to defend endangered natural places. We seek to
establish sustainability and good steardship of the
Earth as central ethical imperatives of human séc
ety. NRDC affirms the integral place ohuman be-
ings in the environment. We strive to protect nature
in ways that advance the longterm welfare of pre-
sent and future generations. We work to foster the
fundamental right of all people to have a voice in
decisions that affect their environment. Weseek to
break down the pattern of disproportionate env-
ronmental burdens borne by people of color and
others who face social or economic inequities. Ukt
mately, NRDC strives to help create a new way of
life for humankind, one that can be sustained indef
nitely without fouling or depleting the resources that
support all life on Earth.

OMission Statement.O Natural ResourcesfBnse
Council. <http://www.nrdc.org/about/mission.asp>
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ORancher Violates Endangered Species A

by Killing Wolf to Save CattleO
Randy Hall
CNSNews.com

Document Excerpt #2

Oct 1, 2007 - A Montana rancher killed a wolf to
protect his cattle herd, and now federal officials say
he violated the Endangered Species Act. This appa
ently extreme instance led one conservative analyst
to claim that the act isdoing more harm than good,
because it forces landowners to Oshoot, shovel and
shut up.O Roger Lang is a California entrepreneur
who owns the 18,000-acre Sun Ranch, south of &
nis, Mont. Over the last 10 years he has spent hu
dreds of thousands of ddlars to help ensure that his
ranch is set up and @erates legally, especially in
conformity with the Endangered Species Act (ESA).
Lang has expeimented with fences, herders, and
other nonfatal means to prevent his livestock from
being killed by wolves, which had virtually been
wiped out in the area during the 1970s but were e-
introduced by federal officials in 1994.

After five yearling heifers were killed this summer,
Lang decided to become more aggressive in demg
with the pack, which numbered 13 wolves, including
seven pups. OThat's a lot of mouths to feed,O the
ranch owner, who obtained a permit to kill two adult
wolves on his property, told theBozeman Daily
Chronicle. Instead, Lang's emplgees, shooting from
a distance, killed a pup in July and wounded he
pack’s alpha female. As a result of those injuries, the
female was unable to run with the pack and spent
the next two weeks hovering near the rancher's ca
tle, seeking easy prey.

But an employee on an altterrain vehicle (ATV) saw
the wounded animal and began chasing it. After ht-
ting the wolf several times, the employee pinned it
under the vehicle, Lang said. OOnce it was pinned
down, it was trying to take (the enployee's) leg off,0
Lang said. OHe couldn't jump off the ATV. What
would happen if the wolf escaped? He did the best
he could with an awkward situation.O A colleague
eventually arrived and shot the animal, said Lang.

In a written statement, Lang called the pup's death
Oan honest mistakeO and said: Ol accept ultimate
responsibility for this event because | set a tone that
proved to be too aggressive. | also accept responsibi
ity for any lapses in the training of my ranch team.O

While Ed Bangs, wolf recovery coordinatorof the
Northern Rocky Mountains for the U.S. Fish and

Wil dlife Service, told Cybercast News Service on r
day that he couldn't comment on the specifics of the
case, he did provide information regarding Section 10
of the Endangered Spcies Act, which Lang has been
charged with violating. OWhen we rentroduced
wolves in 1994, we passed special regulations that
allowed landowners to shoot a wolf that was actually
biting or grasping their livestock m their private
land,0 Bangs said. "The idea was to provide flexibility
that's not normally in the Act.O Eleven years later, he
said, Owe liberalized those rulesO tdlaw a farmer or
a rancher and their enployees or family members on
their private land or their grazing allotments Oto shoot
any wolf they thought was in the act of attacking their
livestock.O

Bangs emphasized that the phrase Oin the actO & d
fined as Ochasing, molesting and harassing so that at
attack is imminent. You're allowed to do thatwithout
a permitO even though Oyou can't trap them, you can
poison them, and you can't hunt them on your place.C
OWe also issue shoebn-sight permits in places that
have had chronic problemsO with wolves, he stated,
but they aren't Ofreebies to hunt dow wolves any-
where. The federal regulations are still in place.O Oln
some situations, guys go beyond the spirit of the law
and the rules, and they end up doing stuff they
shouldn't do," Bangs added. Oln those situations, the)
can be prosecuted.O

OBad for pecies, bad for peopleO
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However, Brian Seasholes, an adjunct scholar with
the conservative Natimal Center for Policy Analysis
(NCPA), told Cybercast News Service that Oif s@m
one like Roger Lang can't get along with the ESA,
then maybe nobody can.O The main threat to wildlife
in the United States and worldwide is loss of habitat
due to human activity, he said, and Othe feds clapr
ing down on Lang will have a chilling effect on the
conservation of the wolf and other endangered se-
cies in Montana and other western U.S. states.O
Owildlife authoiities can't be everywhere, and more
often than not, they aren't,0 added Sasholes, the
author of an NCPA report entitled OBad for Species,
Bad for People: What's Wrong With the EBdangered
Species Act and How to Fix 1t.O As a result, Oln
owners are the ones who bear the true cost of living
with wildlife.O

Becausefarmers and ranchers tend to be Oland rich
and cash poor,0 they may decide to getly Oshoot,
shovel and shut upO or, more deimentally, Omake
their land inhospitable to wildlife by erecting high
fences or eliminating sources of water, he stated.
OThat'she great tragedy of the Edangered Species
Act,O Sasholes added. Olf one had deliberately tried
to write a law that would do enormous harm to wild-
life, it would be hard to top the ESA.O

Back in Montana, Lang told Cybercast News Service
that he regrets what happened and Ototally spportsO
the ESA, even though he said the law is Ovaguely
worded,O which leads to OmisunderstaingsO over
its provisions. OThe 24 wolves that were reintroduce
in 1994 are now 1,200 in Wyoming, Idaho and Mon-
tana,O Lang said. OMe don't manage them, there's
going to be more and more canflict in which cattle
will die, wolves will die, and people are going to
make mistakes.O OIf we can play a small part in bgn
ing the dialogue to a rational, rational level, then
we're delighted, even if we got our wrists slapped
along the way,O he added.

Hall, Randy. ORancher Violates Endangered Specie:
Act by Killing Wolf to Save Cattle. CNSNews.com. 1
Oct. 2007. 23 Feb. 2008.
<http://www.cnsnews.com/ViewNation.asp?Page=/N
ation/archive/200710/NAT20071001b.html>

The Cybercast News Service was launched on June
16, 1998 as a news source for individuals, news 16
ganizations and broadcasters who put a higher -
mium on balance than spin and seek news thatOs
ignored or under-reported as a esult of media bias
by omission. Study after study by theMedia Re-
search Center the parent organization of
CNSNews.com, clearly demonstrate alieral bias in
many news outletsbbias by commission and bias
by omissionbthat resuts in a frequent double
standard in editorial decisions on what condtutes
"news."

In response to these shortcomings, MRC Chairman
L. Brent Bozell lll founded CNSNews.com in an &
fort to provide an alternative news source that
would cover stories thatare subject to the bias of
omission and report on other news subject to bias
by commission. CNSNews.com @deavors to fairly
present all legitimate sides of a story and ebunk
popular, albeit incorrect, myths about cultural and
policy issues.

OHistory.O CENews.com. 23 Feb. 2008.
<http://www.cnsnews.com/corporate/history.asp>

128

1 2008 Project Look Sharpblthaca CollegebDivision of Interdisciplinary and International Studies




MCE: ENDANGERED SPHES

STUDENT READING #3: LESSON ¢

OWyomingOs Wolf Plan Offers OAdequate

Regulatory MechanismO to Manage Wolves

Feds SayO
Wyoming Game and Fish web site

Document Excerpt #3

CHEYENNE, Wyo. De. 14, 2007

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) haga
proved WyomingOs Gray Wolf Management Plan,
calling it an Oadequate regulatory mechanismO that
meets the requirements of the Endangered Species
Act. Formal notification of the approval came in a
letter yesterday from Service rector Dale Hall to
Wyoming Game and Fish Department Director
Terry Clewland. In the letter, Hall wrote, OAfter
careful review and consideration, we determined
that the 2007 Plan will provide adequate reguétory
mechanians for conserving a recovered wolf pop-
lation in Wyoming after delisting and meets the e-
quirements of the Endangered Species Act.O

OThe Fish and Wildlife ServiceOs acceptance of
WyomingOs wolf plan is an encouraging sign that
wolves in our state will soon be removed from the
Endangered Species List, and that Wyoming will be
able to manage wolves on its own terms,O said
Wyoming Governor Dave Freudenthal. Olt has beer
a long and difficult road, and in our discussions we
have achieved compromise on issuesike the dual
classifcation and the stateOs ability to manage
wolves in relation to their impact on elk and deer. |
salute Wyoming Game and Fish Diretor Terry
Cleveland and his staff for their hard work in devé
oping the management plan. What remains, interms
of process, is for the feds to delist wolves by Feb. 2¢
of next year.O

WyomingOs original wolf plan was rejected by the
Service in 2004. With the passage of House Bill
0213 by the 2007 Wyoming Legislature, the Wyo-
ming Game and Fish Commission haddtitude to
adopt a new plan that met the requiements of the
Service. The plan approved yesterday was adopted
by the Wyoming Game and Fish Commission on
November 16, 2007. The Canmission worked with
the Service to make several significant changes to
WyomingOs original wolf plan and reviewed public
comments before approving the plan and subntting

it to the Service. Under WyomingOs approved plan,
after delisting the Wyoming Game and Fish Depar
ment will assume management of wolves in that po
tion of the state where wolves will be classified as
trophy game animals. In the remaining portions of the
state, gray wolves will be chssified as predatory an
mals.

The Service has determined that 15 breeding pairs o
wolves will ensure WyomingOs share of a fully reae
ered population. WyomingOs plan commits the Game
and Fish Depatment to maintaining at least seven
breeding pairs of wdves in the state and primarily
outside of Yellowstone and Grand Teton Nitional
Parks and the John D. Rockefeller Memorial Parkway
The remaining breeding pairs will be located prima-
ily within Yellowstone and Grand Teton National
Parks and the John D. Rdcefeller Memorial Pakway.

OApproval of WyomingOs plan is a major step forwai
in the recovery of wolf populations in the northern
Rocky Mountains and should help clear the way for
removing them from the Ehdangered Species List this
winter,O said Clevelad. OWeOre pleased that the
Sevwice has worked with us to find a compromise.
Credit goes to the Governor, the Legislature, the tA
torney General, and the Commission for their hard
work and efforts in moving wolf delisting to this

point. The Wyoming Game andFish Depatment is
fully prepared to assume management of wolves in
Wyoming, and we are committed to ensuring a e-
covered population while managing this species in a
way that makes sense for people who live and work
in wolf country.O
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To see the full text of the ServiceOs letteparoving
WyomingOs wolf plan, go to the Wgming Game
and Fish web site at:USFWS 2007 Final Gray Wolf
Management

Contact: Eric Keszler (307777-4594)

OWyomingOs Wolf Plan Offers OAdequate Regulat
MechanismO to Manage Wolves gés Say.O Wy-
ming Game and Fish. 14 Dec. 2007. 23 Feb. 2008.
<http://gf.state.wy.us/downloads/htm/wolfplanappro
ved_1.htm>. 2008.
<http://gf.state.wy.us/admin/aboutus/index.asp>

The Wyoming Game and Fish Department has roots
all the way back to the 1890's. This period in our
history marks a major decline in the population of
wild game in the state of Wyoming due to unlimited
harvesting practices used by settlers. During that
decade, the positions of State Fish Warden (1890)
and State Game Warden (1899) wee established to
protect Wyoming's wildlife from dangers of over
harvesting. These positions were dedated to the
replenishment of the wildlife in the area.

In 1921, the Game and Fish Commission was esia
lished to provide citizen oversight to the Wyoming
Game and Fish Depatment. The Commission is
made up of seven (7) officials, appointed by the
Governor, who each represent a region in the state.
One official is appointed from each region, and each
region consists of approximately three (3) counties
in Wyoming. The Game and Fish is funded by the
traditional "user pays" philosophy. This means that
there is no general fund approprated from the State
for the Game and Fish. The funding comes mainly
from the annual sales of licenses to hunters and fis
ermen.

History.O Wyoming Game and Fish 2002. 23 Feb
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ON. Rockies Gray Wolf Removed From

U.S. Endangered ListO Document Excerpt #4
Brian Handwerk
National Geographic News

Gray wolves in the northern RockyMountains are
Othriving® and no longer in need of protectionnder
the U.S. Endangered Species Act, Lynn Scarlett, pety 4
Secretary of the Interior, announced todayWolves ESA was never meant to be a perpetual protection
affected by the decision are those living in what the actO ) , )

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)efines as the Any cont!nental U.S. gray wolve_s roaning ogt3|de of
northern Rockies Distinct Population Segment thg Rockies .and.Great Lakesagmpsl\! including a
(DPS).This zone includes Montana, Idaho, Wyoming, third population n the SoqthwegN WI". n ot be af-
the eastern thirds of Washington and Qegon, and a fected by the ruling and will retain their endangered
small area of north-central Utah. Settlers had elini status.

nated wolves from the area before controversial rei-
troduction efforts began about a decade ago.

Species Act is to prevent extinction. That goathas
essentially been achieved, so it's a success story. The

Any wolves that wander out of the northern Rockies
DPS would also be federally potected. But Ed Bangs,
the USFWS wolf recovery coordinator in Helena,
Montana, said such moves are rareand the probabil-
ity of a breeding pair establishing a new population
elsewhere is slim. OThe northern Rocky Mountains
[provide] unusually suitable habitat,O he said. OThere
very little suitable habitat in other places\ the habitat
has been so modfied by human use that wolves are
really going to have a tough time fitting in.O

Oln 1995 and '96 the Department of Interior reini-
duced 66 wolves into federal lands in the egion,O
Scarlett sid. OToday the northern Rocky Mountain
population totals more than 1,500 wolves.O David
Mech is a senior research scientist for the U.S. Ge
logical Survey and chair of the World Conservation
Union's Wolf Specialist Group. Olt's great news [but]
it's not a surprise, kecause the biological criteria for
delisting was met years and years ago,0 Mech said.
Hunter Becomes the Hunted?

The recovery goal was 30 breeding pairs among 300 The d_elisting means that state official§ and Btive
wolves within the DPS for three consecutive years, he | American tribes will soon manage their own wolf
noted. Those criteria were met in 2002, and wolf nun- | POPulations to sustain numbers at a healthy level
bers have increased every year since then. OThe wolv| Whil€ reducing conflicts with humans. Montana,
took the opportunity that the Fish and Wibllife Service, | 'daho, and Wyoming have each committed to man-
states, and tribes gave them and ran with it,O Scarlett | {@ining atleast 15 breeding pairs and 150 wolves. 8-

said. OThe wolves are back.O tual state management plans cgll for _total.wollf nm-
bers of around 900 to 1,250 animals in midwinter,
Conservation Success Story Bangs said.The Interrational Wolf Center's Edberg

Gray wolves first received fedeal protection under the | Noted that the new management plans are sure ta@
Endangered Species Act in 1974. The Rocky Mountair| Nit& Some controversy.

delisting follows the removal of the wedern Great o . )
Lakes wolves from the endangered species list in early| ©ODelisting is very alarming for some conseation
2007. ODelisting the wolf is a very successful stepfio | 9roups concerned about hunting and trapping laws
ward in wolf management,O said Jess Edberg of the | P€ing set,” she said. "Its also [a aacern] among those
education nonprofit International Wolf Center in Ely, who feel that, without [hunting] seasons, they are

Minnesota. OThe prpose of having the Endangered not going to be able to protect their liveihood,
whether it's ranching or taking tourists on an elk

hunt.O She feels such passions are heightened in th

131




MCE: ENDANGERED SPHES

STUDENT READING #4: LESSON ¢

West, where cutural views toward wolves differ
from those in Great Lakes states such as Minnesota
where the animals were never eliminated. Oln the
Rockies you have a clture where wolves were
eradicated and decades later were put here again,C
she said. Olt's a process learning to deal with that
large predator.O

Montana, Idaho, and Wyoming are currently devé
oping plans for sporting hunts to control the newly
recovered populations, but Bangs believes those
increased kills will have little impact on overall
numbers. OThe bottom line is right now about 26
percent of all adult-size wolves die or are killed
every year,0 he said. OEach year we remove abou
10 percent of the population due to conflicts with
livestock. [Others fall victim to] illegal kills, being
hit on the roads, or wolves killing wolves. ODespite
that, the population has been expanding some 24
percent per year. Wolves are incredibly esilient.O

Some environmentalists adamantly diagree, which
means that before any actual shots are fired, legal
action is a distinct possibility. Still, Edberg &-
pressed confdence that the darkest days are in the
past for the wolves of the Rockies. OUSFWS is ded
cated to preserving this population. It isn't just going
to walk away and let a state kill all the wolves,O she
said. O[The wolves] are going to be monitored nder
a five-year plan to make sure the states do what
they said they would do and ensure that the wolf
population will never again be placed under the
Endangered Species Act.O

Handwerk, Brian. ON. Rockies Gray Wolf Removed
From U.S. Endangered List.Rational Geographic
News. 21 Feb. 2008
<http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2008/02
/080221-wolf-endangered_2.htmp

Since 1888, we've traveled the Earth, shdng its
amazing stories with each new geeration. National
Geographic's Mission Programs support critical e
peditions and scientific fieldwork, encourage geg-
raphy education for students, promote natural and
cultural conservation, and inspire audiences througt
new media, vibrant exhibitions, and live events. M-
tional Geographic News offers daily news reports or
these topics: animals, ancient world, enironment,
culture, science & space and weird news.

OOur Missionin Action.ONational Geographic.
<http://www.nationalgeographic.com/mission/index
.html>

132

1 2008 Project Look Sharpblthaca CollegebDivision of Interdisciplinary and International Studes




MCE: ENDANGERED SPHES STUDENT WORKSHEET:ESSON

Lesson # 3 Case Study Student Worksheet

DATE;

Read over the questions below before readig your article. For each question summarize in a
sentence or two the perspective of that articleOs author. You may want to underline the sections
the article that are pertinent to each question in order to give examples from the text to back up
your conclusion.

Title of Article:

1.) Does the author take a position on the success of the Endangered Species Act as @ams to protect

Northern Rockies Gray Wolf populations? If so, what do they conclude?

2.) What is the authorOs perspective on governmentOs role in protecting the wolf?

3.) What sources does the author cite?

4.) In what way does the misson statement or history of the sponsor organization shape its reporting?
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