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Transcript 1  

MEDIA CONSTRUCTIONS OF MLK TRANSCRIPT:  “I HAVE A DREAM” 
LESSON 2  THREE SPEECHES  

“I Have a Dream” Excerpt 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 
August 28, 1963 Speech 

“.… It would be fatal for the nation to 
overlook the urgency of the moment. This 
sweltering summer of the Negro's legitimate 
discontent will not pass until there is an 
invigorating autumn of freedom and equality. 
Nineteen sixty-three is not an end, but a 
beginning. And those who hope that the 
Negro needed to blow off steam and will now 
be content will have a rude awakening if the 
nation returns to business as usual. And there 
will be neither rest nor tranquility in America 
until the Negro is granted his citizenship 
rights. The whirlwinds of revolt will continue 
to shake the foundations of our nation until 
the bright day of justice emerges. 
 
But there is something that I must say to my 
people, who stand on the warm threshold, 
which leads into the palace of justice: In the 
process of gaining our rightful place, we must 
not be guilty of wrongful deeds. Let us not 
seek to satisfy our thirst for freedom by 
drinking from the cup of bitterness and hatred. 
We must forever conduct our struggle on the 
high plane of dignity and discipline. We must 
not allow our creative protest to degenerate 
into physical violence. Again and again, we 
must rise to the majestic heights of meeting 
physical force with soul force. 
 
The marvelous new militancy which has 
engulfed the Negro community must not lead 
us to a distrust of all white people, for many 
of our white brothers, as evidenced by their 
presence here today, have come to realize 
that their destiny is tied up with our destiny. 
And they have come to realize that their 
freedom is inextricably bound to our freedom. 

 

 
We cannot walk alone. And as we walk, we must 
make the pledge that we shall always march 
ahead. We cannot turn back. There are those 
who are asking the devotees of civil rights, 
"When will you be satisfied?" We can never be 
satisfied as long as the Negro is the victim of the 
unspeakable horrors of police brutality. We can 
never be satisfied as long as our bodies, heavy 
with the fatigue of travel, cannot gain lodging in 
the motels of the highways and the hotels of the 
cities. We cannot be satisfied as long as the 
Negro's basic mobility is from a smaller ghetto to 
a larger one. We can never be satisfied as long as 
our children are stripped of their self-hood and 
robbed of their dignity by signs stating: "For 
Whites Only." We cannot be satisfied as long as a 
Negro in Mississippi cannot vote and a Negro in 
New York believes he has nothing for which to 
vote. No, no, we are not satisfied, and we will 
not be satisfied until ‘justice rolls down like 
waters, and righteousness like a mighty 
stream’….” 
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Transcript 2 

“Beyond Vietnam” Excerpt 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 
April 4, 1967 Speech 

“…. In 1957, a sensitive American official 
overseas said that it seemed to him that our 
nation was on the wrong side of a world 
revolution. During the past ten years, we have 
seen emerge a pattern of suppression which 
has now justified the presence of U.S. military 
advisors in Venezuela. This need to maintain 
social stability for our investments accounts for 
the counter-revolutionary action of American 
forces in Guatemala. It tells why American 
helicopters are being used against guerrillas in 
Cambodia and why American napalm and 
Green Beret forces have already been active 
against rebels in Peru. 
 
It is with such activity in mind that the words 
of the late John F. Kennedy come back to 
haunt us. Five years ago he said, "Those who 
make peaceful revolution impossible will make 
violent revolution inevitable." Increasingly, by 
choice or by accident, this is the role our 
nation has taken, the role of those who make 
peaceful revolution impossible by refusing to 
give up the privileges and the pleasures that 
come from the immense profits of overseas 
investments. I am convinced that if we are to 
get on the right side of the world revolution, 
we as a nation must undergo a radical 
revolution of values. We must rapidly 
begin...we must rapidly begin the shift from a 
thing-oriented society to a person-oriented 
society. When machines and computers, profit 
motives and property rights, are considered 
more important than people, the giant triplets 
of racism, extreme materialism, and militarism 
are incapable of being conquered. 
 
A true revolution of values will soon cause us 
to question the fairness and justice of many of  
 

 

our past and present policies. On the one hand, 
we are called to play the Good Samaritan on 
life's roadside, but that will be only an initial act. 
One day we must come to see that the whole 
Jericho Road must be transformed so that men 
and women will not be constantly beaten and 
robbed as they make their journey on life's 
highway. True compassion is more than flinging 
a coin to a beggar. It comes to see that an edifice, 
which produces beggars, needs restructuring. 
 
A true revolution of values will soon look 
uneasily on the glaring contrast of poverty and 
wealth. With righteous indignation, it will look 
across the seas and see individual capitalists of 
the West investing huge sums of money in Asia, 
Africa, and South America, only to take the 
profits out with no concern for the social 
betterment of the countries, and say, ‘This is not 
just.’ It will look at our alliance with the landed 
gentry of South America and say, ‘This is not 
just.’  The Western arrogance of feeling that it has 
everything to teach others and nothing to learn 
from them is not just. 
 
A true revolution of values will lay a hand on the 
world order and say of war, "This way of settling 
differences is not just." This business of burning 
human beings with napalm, of filling our nation's 
homes with orphans and widows, of injecting 
poisonous drugs of hate into the veins of peoples 
normally humane, of sending men home from 
dark and bloody battlefields physically 
handicapped and psychologically deranged, 
cannot be reconciled with wisdom, justice, and 
love. A nation that continues year after year to 
spend more money on military defense than on 
programs of social uplift is approaching spiritual 
death….” 
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Transcript 3 

“Mountaintop” Excerpt 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 
April 3, 1968 Speech 

“….Now the other thing we'll have to do is 
this: always anchor our external direct action 
with the power of economic withdrawal. Now, 
we are poor people. Individually, we are poor 
when you compare us with white society in 
America. We are poor. Never stop and forget 
that collectively -- that means all of us together 
-- collectively we are richer than all the nations 
in the world, with the exception of nine. Did 
you ever think about that? After you leave the 
United States, Soviet Russia, Great Britain, 
West Germany, France, and I could name the 
others, the American Negro collectively is 
richer than most nations of the world. We have 
an annual income of more than thirty billion 
dollars a year, which is more than all of the 
exports of the United States, and more than the 
national budget of Canada. Did you know that? 
That's power right there, if we know how to 
pool it. 
 
We don't have to argue with anybody. We 
don't have to curse and go around acting bad 
with our words. We don't need any bricks and 
bottles. We don't need any Molotov cocktails. 
We just need to go around to these stores, and 
to these massive industries in our country, and 
say, ‘God sent us by here, to say to you that 
you're not treating his children right. And 
we've come by here to ask you to make the 
first item on your agenda fair treatment, where 
God's children are concerned. Now, if you are 
not prepared to do that, we do have an agenda 
that we must follow. And our agenda calls for 
withdrawing economic support from you.’ 
And so, as a result of this, we are asking you 
tonight, to go out and tell your neighbors not to 
buy Coca-Cola in Memphis. Go by and tell 
them not to buy Sealtest milk. Tell them not to  

 

buy -- what is the other bread? -- Wonder Bread. 
And what is the other bread company, Jesse? Tell 
them not to buy Hart's bread. As Jesse Jackson 
has said, up to now, only the garbage men have 
been feeling pain; and what is the other bread 
company, Jesse? Tell them not to buy Hart's 
bread. As Jesse Jackson has said, up to now, only 
the garbage men have been feeling pain; now we 
must kind of redistribute the pain. We are 
choosing these companies because they haven't 
been fair in their hiring policies; and we are 
choosing them because they can begin the 
process of saying they are going to support the 
needs and the rights of these men who are on 
strike. And then they can move on downtown 
and tell Mayor Loeb to do what is right. 
 
But not only that, we've got to strengthen black 
institutions. I call upon you to take your money 
out of the banks downtown and deposit your 
money in Tri-State Bank. We want a "bank-in" 
movement in Memphis. Go by the savings and 
loan association. I'm not asking you something 
that we don't do ourselves at SCLC. Judge Hooks 
and others will tell you that we have an account 
here in the savings and loan association from the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference. We 
are telling you to follow what we are doing. Put 
your money there. You have six or seven black 
insurance companies here in the city of 
Memphis. Take out your insurance there. We 
want to have an "insurance-in." Now these are 
some practical things that we can do. We begin 
the process of building a greater economic base. 
And at the same time, we are putting pressure 
where it really hurts. I ask you to follow through 
here….” 
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