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1.

Student Worksheet: Exploring the Text

NAME

Excerpt from: Where Do We Go From Here: Chaos or Community?

~

DATE

“One of the great liabilities of history is that
all too many people fail to remain awake
through great periods of social change.
Every society has its protectors of the status
quo and its fraternities of the indifferent
who are notorious for sleeping through
revolutions. But today our very survival
depends on our ability to stay awake, to
adjust to new ideas, to remain vigilant and
to face the challenge of change. The large
house in which we live demands that we
transform this world-wide neighborhood
into a world-wide brotherhood. Together
we must learn to live as brothers or together
we will be forced to perish as fools” (171).

Dr. King frequently uses metaphors in his writing to reinforce his points and grab his
audiences’ attention. A metaphor is a comparison between two unlike things not using the
words “like or as” and it is a very effective literary device to use in writing.

Answer the following questions about metaphors from King’s exerpt above.

“The large house in which we live....”

What is Dr. King talking about when he refers to a large house in which we live?

By Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Definitions of words from the text:

1. liabilities (noun) — something which
someone is responsible for

2. status quo ( noun) — the existing state of
affairs

3. fraternities (noun) — any group or class of
persons having common purposes and
interest

4. indifferent (adj) — having no concern or
interest; apathetic

5. notorious (adj) — widely and unfavorably
known

6. vigilant (adj) — keenly watched to detect
danger

/
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MEDIA CONSTRUCTIONS OF MLK STUDENT WORKSHEET
LESSON 4 EXPLORING THE TEXT

/l“...people fail to remain awake through great periods of social change.” \

“...who are notorious for sleeping through revolutions.”
How are the words “awake” and “sleeping” being used in these quotes?

3. “...its fraternities of the indifferent.”
Who are the “fraternities” that Dr. King is referring to?

4. What is the theme or message of this quote from Dr. King’s book, Where Do We Go From
Here: Chaos of Community?
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/ Student Worksheet: Taking A Position \

Letter#1, Mary Loehr

NAME DATE

Read the excerpt from the letter concerning the renaming of State Street to Martin
Luther King Blvd. (below). Review King® quote at the bottom and answer the questions
on the back. Prepare to report your answersto the class.

From a Guest Column, The Ithaca Journal, Oct. 16, 2006

....0Our country was settled by white people. Since the idea was put forth by young men
Those people naturally named the of all races who learned about each others
streets for loved ones of people they cultures, who talked about racism and who
respected. There are very few streets learned about many amazing people who
in Ithaca that are named after and reflect the have stepped up to better our society,
lives of people of color who make up including King, Gandhi and Harriet
approximately 26.2 % of our population Tubman, I say, lets respect these young
according to 2000 Census Bureau statistics. people and take pride in naming a major
Martin Luther King, Jr. was a black artery after Martin Luther King, Jr..
man, but he was not limited to that identity.
He was an icon of the 20th century who Mary Loehr, Ithaca

stood up for the rights of all people, of all
races and all classes. He won the Nobel
Peace Prize. He is one of my heroes, and |
have white skin.

One of the great liabilities of history is that all too many people fail to remain awake through
great periods of social change. Every society has its protectors of the status quo and its
fraternities of the indifferent who are notorious for sleeping through revolutions. But today our
very survival depends on our ability to stay awake, to adjust to new ideas, to remain vigilant and
to face the challenge of change. The large house in which we live demands that we transform
this world-wide neighborhood into a world-wide brotherhood. Together we must learn to live as
brothers or together we will be forced to perish as fools.

Where Do We Go From Here: Chaos or Community?
By Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

o /
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1. Isthisletter advocating or opposing the street name change?

2.  What are the author® main arguments?

3. Given the above quote from King, do you think that he would have
supported or opposed the change? Give evidence to back up your position.

Roles in groups:

Facilitator of group work—also reports out on question 1
Reader of letter

Notetaker (sheet must be turned in)

Reporter for question 2

Reporter for question 3

K K K K K
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Student Worksheet: Taking A Position
Letter#2, Ellen Dorney

NAME DATE

Read the excerpt from the letter concerning the renaming of State Street to Martin
Luther King Blvd. (below). Review King’s quote at the bottom and answer the questions

on the back. Prepare to report your answers to the class.

From a Letter to the Editor, The Ithaca Journal, July 19, 2006

This is my idea for Martin L. King.
We already have a King Street. Why make
everyone on State Street change everything.
People would have to change everything
from their driver’s license to every bill they
have.

It’s just not practical to do that. Use
some common sense. One, why not just fix
the Greater Ithaca Activities Center building
and rename it the Martin L. King Building.

Two, get the park and name that
Martin L. Park; or three, take one building at
Stewart Park and re-dedicate it to Martin L
King.

There are all sorts of things you can
do and not inconvenience so many people.
I’'m sure as great a man as he was, he would
put the people first and he would be looking
down happy to know so many care and
think of him so much.

Ellen Dorney (Brooktondale)

One of the great liabilities of history is that all too many people fail to remain awake through
great periods of social change. Every society has its protectors of the status quo and its
fraternities of the indifferent who are notorious for sleeping through revolutions. But today our
very survival depends on our ability to stay awake, to adjust to new ideas, to remain vigilant and
to face the challenge of change. The large house in which we live demands that we transform
this world-wide neighborhood into a world-wide brotherhood. Together we must learn to live as
brothers or together we will be forced to perish as fools.

Where Do We Go From Here: Chaos or Community?

.

By Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

/
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1. Is this letter advocating or opposing the street name change?

2.  What are the author’s main arguments?

3. Given the above quote from King, do you think that he would have
supported or opposed the change? Give evidence to back up your position.

Roles in groups:
* Facilitator of group work—also reports out on question 1
* Reader of letter
* Notetaker (sheet must be turned in)
* Reporter for question 2
* Reporter for question 3
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Student Worksheet: Taking A Position
Letter#3, Gino Bush

NAME DATE

Read the excerpt from the letter concerning the renaming of State Street to Martin
Luther King Blvd. (below). Review King@ quote at the botto m and answer the questions
on the back. Prepare to report your answersto the class.

From Guest Column in The Ithaca Dburnal, Oct. 9, 2006

The Circle of Recovery High School
students, class of 2004, are determined

We all know what the problem is; it has
been well outlined statistically — and

young men, who for four years, worked on
issues of race. They wanted to change, and
they did. I am very proud of them because
they refused to accept less than the best
within themselves.

The youth in this community feel a
sense of hopelessness, especially African-
American youth. One of the greatest
misconceptions about youth is that adults
think that youth aren’t able to define their
own dreams. | feel that the people who
oppose the renaming of State Street really
can't relate to black and poor youth. Many
of these youth have applied for jobs on
State Street this past summer—none of them
got a job.

historically. The problem is white racism.
The problem is discrimination. The problem
is racial  prejudice.  The continuing
controversy is about values and vision. But
it’s also about people with privilege who
cannot stand to see people of color and
poor people stand up for something they
believe in.  Everything that  African-
Americans live with on a daily basis is
influenced by institutional racism....So when
the final decision is made we will truly know
what kind of city we live in, we will know if
this city is willing to seriously confront the
sad issues of racism.

Gino Bush (Guest Columnist)

One of the great liabilities of history is that all too many people fail to remain awake through
great periods of social change. Every society has its protectors of the status quo and its
fraternities of the indifferent who are notorious for sleeping through revolutions. But today our
very survival depends on our ability to stay awake, to adjust to new ideas, to remain vigilant and
to face the challenge of change. The large house in which we live demands that we transform
this world-wide neighborhood into a world-wide brotherhood. Together we must learn to live as
brothers or together we will be forced to perish as fools.

.

Where Do We Go From Here: Chaos or Community?
By Dr. Martin Luther King, I.

/
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1. Isthisletter advocating or opposing the street name change?

2. What are the author® main arguments?

3. Given the above quote from King, do you think that he would have
supported or opposed the change? Give evidence to back up your position.

Rolesin groups:
 Facilitator of group workN also reports out on question 1
* Reader of letter
* Notetaker (sheet must be turned in)
* Reporter for question 2
* Reporter for question 3
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Student Worksheet: Taking A Position

Letter#4, Jim Delrosso

NAME

DATE

Read the excerpt from the letter concerning the renaming of State Street to Martin
Luther King Blvd. (below). Review King’s quote at the bottom and answer the questions
on the back. Prepare to report your answers to the class.

From a Letter to the Editor, The Ithaca Journal, Oct. 24, 2006

As a citizen of Ithaca, | oppose the
renaming of State Street, not simply because
it would inflict financial hardship on the
businesses and residents thereof, not only
because it would remove an important
element of this society’s history, but
because it would be an empty gesture.
Despite the claims of the plan’s proponents,
there is no reason to believe that it will
actually lead to positive change in the lives
of minorities in this city. It won’t change the
divide that the color of your skin or the
origin of your ancestors can create between
you and the people around you.

So, don’t rename State Street. Use
the powers of the government to build
programs that tackle racism and the direct
effects it has on people’s lives here in Ithaca.

Get people jobs, get people health care, and
get them opportunity. That’s the sort of
memorial that every community should
build to Martin Luther King, Jr. — a better
world than he lived in, a better world than
we live in today.

And, heck, build something tangible,
too. Build the man a memorial right in the
center of The Commons, right in this city’s
heart. But it’s more important to live how he
challenged us to live... not to turn his name
into an empty epithet, a condescending
illusion of change where no true change
exists.

Jim Delrosso (Ithaca)

~

One of the great liabilities of history is that all too many people fail to remain awake through
great periods of social change. Every society has its protectors of the status quo and its
fraternities of the indifferent who are notorious for sleeping through revolutions. But today our
very survival depends on our ability to stay awake, to adjust to new ideas, to remain vigilant and
to face the challenge of change. The large house in which we live demands that we transform
this world-wide neighborhood into a world-wide brotherhood. Together we must learn to live as
brothers or together we will be forced to perish as fools.

L

Where Do We Go From Here: Chaos or Community?

By Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr./
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1. Is this letter advocating or opposing the street name change?

2. What are the author’s main arguments?

3. Given the above quote from King, do you think that he would have
supported or opposed the change? Give evidence to back up your position.

Roles in groups:
* Facilitator of group work—also reports out on question 1
* Reader of letter
* Notetaker (sheet must be turned in)
* Reporter for question 2
* Reporter for question 3
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Student Worksheet: Taking A Position

Letter#5, Stuart Carpenter

NAME

DATE

Read the excerpt from the letter concerning the renaming of State Street to Martin
Luther King Blvd. (below). Review King’s quote at the bottom and answer the questions
on the back. Prepare to report your answers to the class.

From a Letter to the Editor, The Ithaca Journal, Oct. 3, 2006

As a lifelong resident of Ithaca who
lived on Sate Street as a young child, and
has worked several different times at
businesses located on State Street, | have
many memories associated with State Street.
Life long memories like walking up Sate
Sreet Hill with my late grandmother,
playing in the snow with my sled as | slid
down a State Street sidewalk, backyard
barbecues, seeing deer in my vyard,
shoveling the sidewalks during snowstorms,
responding to fire alarms from Ithaca Fre
Sation 6. These State Street memories are
important to meE.

| feel changing the name of Sate
Street to any other name is a dishonor to
any other name is a dishonor to the many
besides me who have grown up, lived and
worked on Sate Street. How can you honor
a man by dishonoring so many others?
Many alternative plans have been offered to
honor Dr. King; wouldn® one of those be a
far better way of honoring him rather than
dishonoring others?

Suart Carpenter (Ithaca)

One of the great liabilities of history is that all too many people fail to remain awake through
great periods of social change. Every society has its protectors of the status quo and its
fraternities of the indifferent who are notorious for sleeping through revolutions. But today our
very survival depends on our ability to stay awake, to adjust to new ideas, to remain vigilant and
to face the challenge of change. The large house in which we live demands that we transform
this world-wide neighborhood into a world-wide brotherhood. Together we must learn to live as
brothers or together we will be forced to perish as fools.

Where Do We Go From Here: Chaos or Community?

By Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

/
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1.  Is this letter advocating or opposing the street name change?

2.  What are the author’s main arguments?

3. Given the above quote from King, do you think that he would have
supported or opposed the change? Give evidence to back up your position.

Roles in groups:
* Facilitator of group work—also reports out on question 1
* Reader of letter
* Notetaker (sheet must be turned in)
* Reporter for question 2
* Reporter for question 3
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LESSON 4 LETTER #6: OLIVIA JONES

/ Student Worksheet: Taking A Position \

Letter#6, Olivia Jones

NAME DATE

Read the excerpt from the letter concerning the renaming of State Street to Martin
Luther King Blvd. (below). Review King® quote at the bottom and answer the questions
on the back. Prepare to report your answersto the class.

From a Letter to the Editor, the Ithaca Jurnal, Sept. 30, 2006

We as black people in Ithaca need One of every three black males born today
to be more cohesive in our fight against can expect to go to prison in his lifetime. We
racism. can expect to be discriminated against on a

If it means boycotting, picketing or daily basis.
any other action that will call attention to What we must do is start nation-
our plight. building; read our history, search it out,

We must understand that white folks read black authors.
have no idea who black people are. They Let’s get it on. And please support
know nothing of our culture. We have so the renaming of State Street to Martin Luther
much to struggle with. Our schools deny King Street.

African- American history to our children, Olivia bnes (Ithaca)

jobs are very, very difficult to obtain, police
profiling, over 10 percent of black drivers
stopped by police are likely to be searched
as opposed to 3.5 percent of white drivers
stopped by police.

One of the great liabilities of history is that all too many people fail to remain awake through
great periods of social change. Every society has its protectors of the status quo and its
fraternities of the indifferent who are notorious for sleeping through revolutions. But today our
very survival depends on our ability to stay awake, to adjust to new ideas, to remain vigilant and
to face the challenge of change. The large house in which we live demands that we transform
this world-wide neighborhood into a world-wide brotherhood. Together we must learn to live as
brothers or together we will be forced to perish as fools.

Where Do We Go From Here: Chaos or Community?
By Dr. Martin Luther King, I.

o /

© 2010 - Project Look Sharp D Ithaca College D Ithaca City School District

109



1. Isthisletter advocating or opposing the street name change?

2.  What are the author@ main arguments?

3. Given the above quote from King, do you think that he would have
supported or opposed the change? Give evidence to back up your position.

Rolesin groups:
 Facilitator of group workN also reports out on question 1
* Reader of letter
* Notetaker (sheet must be turned in)
* Reporter for question 2
* Reporter for question 3
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