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Document-*ased /uestion: 
Changing Public Attitudes Toward DDT 

Write a well-organi7ed essa8 that includes an introduction, several paragraphs, and a conclusion.  
Use evidence from at least three documents in 8our essa8.  Support 8our response with relevant 
facts, examples, and details.  Include additional outside information. 

Discuss how public knowledge and attitudes about DDT have changed over time. 

'3 y567 899:y$ 
! Explain how public attitudes toward the chemical have changed over time. 
! Reference public knowledge of the costs and benefits of DDT.  
! Incorporate information from at least three of the documents. 
! Explain how media reflects public attitudes and perspectives. 
! Incorporate relevant outside information. 
! Support the theme with relevant facts, examples and details. 
! Use a logical and clear plan of organi7ation that includes an introduction and 

           conclusion that goes be8ond a restatement of the theme. 
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DDT:  
A colorless, 

odorless, water-
insoluble crystalline 

insecticide used 
especially against 

body lice, 
houseflies, 

mosquitoes and 
agricultural pests. 

 

 
 

DDT: 
 An insecticide 

banned since 1972 
from U.S. 

agricultural use 
for its persistent 

toxicity in the 
environment. 

 

 

Document #1: 1949 
Webster’s Collegiate 
Dictionary 

Document #2: 2001 
American Heritage 
Dictionary 

Document #3: 1947 U.S. Dept of 
Agriculture Pamphlet “DDT For 
Control of Household Pests” 
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Document #4: 1962 
Book Cover 

Silent Spring by Rachel Carson 

Document #5:  Editorial Caroonist: 
Dan Rosandich 

Document #6:  2001 
Cartoon by Cox & Forkum 
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Short Ans*er ,uestions 
Changing Pu*lic -ttitudes 2o4ards DD2 
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89 -ccording to documents ;8 and ;<, 4hat 4as the primar? use for DD2 4hen it 4as first released 
to the pu*licA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
<9  Bhat ne4 information a*out DD2 and its environmental impact 4as revealed in Rachel 
CarsonEs 8FG< *ooH, Silent Spring IDocument ;JKA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
L9  Msing documents ;L and ;N as eOamples, eOplain the impact of Silent Spring on pu*lic attitudes 
to4ard DD29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
J9 Msing Document ;G as an eOample, descri*e the cartoonistsE point of vie4 regarding the 
pu*lic health impact of the *an on DD29 
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