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ASSESSMENTS                                                                                              MEDIA CONSTRUCTION OF PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGNS

Essay Question:
Discuss the changing role of the media in presidential campaigns, comparing the election of 1800
with the election of 2000.  Use at least four of the documents above in your answer.

Portrait of John Adams

Bush and Gore Introduce Saturday Night Live TV Show

Connecticut Courant Anti-Jefferson Editorial

George W. Bush Web Site

Newsweek Cover

Anti-Jefferson Cartoon in a
Federalist Newspaper
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List at least three forms of media that were used during the 1800 campaign.

Describe three ways in which television has transformed political campaigns.

List two ways in which the Internet has changed political campaigns.

Explain why the Connecticut Courant was considered a “partisan” newspaper.

Explain how the Newsweek cover from the disputed 2000 election reflects the magazine’s non-parti-
san coverage.
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