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1860-1872: Slavery, Civil War, and the Reconstruction

ASSESSMENTS                                                                                              MEDIA CONSTRUCTION OF PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGNS

Essay Question:
Discuss how the issue of race was used in the media to persuade voters in the elections immediately
before, during and after the Civil War.  Reference at least two of the documents above in your essay.  

1858: Lincoln-Douglas Debate Headline 1864: McClellan anti-Lincoln Poster 

1868: Nast Anti-Racist Cartoon1868: “The First Vote” Magazine Cover
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Give two examples of how the Democratic newspaper headlines were used to attack Lincoln’s views
on slavery.

Describe the message that “The First Vote” magazine cover gave about African American voting rights
in the election of 1868.

Give two examples of how the McClellan campaign used the issue of race to persuade voters against
Lincoln in the 1864 campaign poster.

List at least two powerful interests that are shown to be taking away African American soldiers’ vot-
ing rights in the 1868 Nast cartoon. 
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