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1864 DOC. #2: Four Newspaper Reports on 
Gettysburg Address

MEDIA CONSTRUCTION OF PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGNS 1864 DOCUMENT #2

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

> Have students analyze the four different excerpts 
in pairs or small groups using the handout.  
Project each excerpt as they present their answers 
to the whole class.

QUESTION Is the report from a Republican paper

or a Democratic paper?  Give evidence

from the document to support your

answers.

> Project 1864 doc. #2a: Chicago Tribune

SUGGESTED ANSWER Republican

EVIDENCE “Impressive Exercises of the Occasion,” “A
Grand National Testimonial,” “impressive civic
occasion,” “splendidly dedicated,” “immense
applause, and three cheers” for Lincoln

> Project 1864 doc. #2b:  Harrisburg Patriot 
and Union

SUGGESTED ANSWER Democratic

EVIDENCE “silly remarks of the President,” “no more
repeated or thought of” (Lincoln’s address for-
gotten)

> Project 1864 doc. #2c: Providence Journal

SUGGESTED ANSWER Republican

EVIDENCE “admirable speech,” “beautiful… touching…
inspiring… thrilling words of the President, “
“charm and power of the very highest elo-
quent”

1864 DOC. #2a-d
Four Newspaper Reports on

Gettysburg Address

PowerPoint Slide
Text on student handout

Reporters’ accounts of a presidential speech can mean as much as the speech itself in the way the words
will be remembered, or not remembered.  A reporter was present to transcribe the text of the speeches
at the dedication of the Gettysburg cemetery.  His telegraphed report appeared in newspapers across the
country the next day. Not surprisingly, press reports about the speech differed greatly depending on the
party affiliation of the newspaper in which they were printed. 

123

1864 DOC. #2a

Chicago Tribune

1864 DOC. #2b

Harrisburg Patriot 

and Union

1864 DOC. #2c

Providence Journal
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FURTHER QUESTIONS

What if candidates’ words were reprinted without commentary
from reporters or editors?  Would this be a better way to help vot-
ers choose candidates?

Are today’s media sources more or less biased than these newspa-
pers from 1864?

The 1864 papers used carefully selected adjectives to convey their
bias.  How do media sources today reveal their bias?

Should media sources like newspapers and television stations be
free of any bias?  Can they be?

CONNECTIONS
(see thematic listing)

Attack
Media Bias
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> Project 1864 doc. #2d: Chicago Times

SUGGESTED ANSWER Democratic

EVIDENCE “exceedingly bad taste which characterized the
words of the President,” “shame as he reads
the silly, flat, and dish-watery utterances” of
the easy to overlook and non-distinguished
President

QUESTION How is this coverage biased?  What is

your evidence?

SUGGESTED ANSWER Use of subjective language.

EVIDENCE each article takes a strongly subjective or opin-
ionated perspective in describing Lincoln’s
speech, by using words like “impressive,”
“silly,” “admirable” and “dish-watery” to
describe the speech

QUESTION Why do you suppose that the coverage

was so biased?

SUGGESTED ANSWER The papers were published during a civil
war when political positions were polarized.

SUGGESTED ANSWER Newspapers at this time were highly parti-
san so that editorial positions and news
reports regularly supported politicians from
one party and criticized politicians from the
other party.

1864 DOC. #2d

Chicago Times


