MEDIA CONSTRUCTION OF PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGNS

1956 DOCUMENT #1

1956 DOC. #1: Republican Comic Book

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Appeals to women voters became important in the 1950s since women now made up half of the elec-
torate. The Republican Party Women'’s Division developed materials specifically targeting women voters.
From pamphlets to potholders and from silk stockings to scrub pails, Republican campaign items showed
Eisenhower and Nixon, and their wives, Mamie and Pat, reaching out to female voters.

Three major Republican themes of 1956 were a balanced budget, corruption, and Eisenhower’s role in
ending the Korean War. Polls showed that ending the war was of particular concern to women voters and
Eisenhower promised to bring the boys home. Republicans encouraged local women’s groups to organ-
ize tea parties, meetings, and phone banks to get the vote out for “lke and Dick.”

This excerpt is from a comic book entitled “Forward with Eisenhower-Nixon 1956.” It was produced by the
Republican National Committee. Comics had become extremely popular in the United States since the
arrival of Superman in 1938.

> Project 1956 doc.1a (both pages).

QUESTION

SUGGESTED ANSWER

EVIDENCE

Who is the target audience for this
comic?

White middle-class women.
central characters are women; everyone pic-

tured is white; clothing, shopping, and scrap-
books suggest middle class
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> Project 1956 doc. 1b (bottom of left page).

avestion | What are the messages about Truman
and the Democrats?

SUGGESTED ANSWER | They are dangerous, getting our country
into wars.

EVIDENCE | the woman' s concerned expression; "I
remember what it was like when Truman and
his crew were running the country” while gaz-
ing at a photo of the Gl

avestion | What are the messages about
Eisenhower and the Republicans?

SUGGESTED ANSWER | They bring peace and joy.

[

EVIDENCE | soldier smiling as lke visits; lke's “wedding
present” was bringing fiancé home from Korea

> Project 1956 doc. 1c (bottom of right page).

avestion | Does the layout and drawing of this
frame call attention to the Republicans
or the Democrats? What is your evi-
dence?

SUGGESTED ANSWER | Republicans.

evience | “Republicans” list is on the left, which means
it will be read first; it is higher, pointed to by
thumb and pencil; voting booth shows the
word “Republican” at the top

FURTHER QUESTIONS

No previous campaign had specifically targeted women in the way
that Eisenhower’s campaign did. What was it about the U.S. econo-
my and culture in this time period that made it important to focus on
women voters?

Why were comic books seen as a good way to get across a party’s
platform?

~
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ADDITIONAL INFO

Eisenhower won a majority of women's
votes in 1952 and 1956. With women vot-
ing for Eisenhower in greater percent-
ages than men they added significantly to
his victory. ke appointed a number of
women to high-profile positions in his
administration. Eisenhower named the
first woman to be Secretary of the
Department of Health, Education and
Welfare, Oveta Culp Hobby; the first
woman to be named U.S. ambassador to
a major power (ltaly), Clare Booth Luce;
and the first woman to become parlia-
mentarian at the Republican National
Convention, Republican Congresswoman
Katherine St. George.

CONNECTIONS
(see thematic listing)

“Family Man”

“Hero”

Reaching Voters (comic book)
Target Audience (women)




