Guidelines for Ithaca College Natural Lands Volunteer Stewards

Before the school year starts Stewards should:

· Send an e-mail to ICNL@ithaca.edu saying you would like to remain a steward for the semester

· Walk through their parcel at least once to understand the layout of the land and get to know the area 

· If you have any questions, contact ICNL before the school year begins

During the school year Stewards should:

· At least every week walk through your parcel
· If there are any immediate changes that need attention, contact ICNL after your visit
· Once a month fill out a monthly monitoring report about your parcel 
· Be sure to note any changes observed for the parcel, whether man-made or natural. Pay close attention to detect any new species not seen before or invasive species found on the parcel
· If you think the land you are monitoring demands immediate action regarding invasive species or other disturbances, contact ICNL after your visit
· Place completed monthly monitoring report, along with any photos taken, in the ICNL bin outside Jason Hamilton’s door located at 252 Center for Natural Sciences on the Ithaca College campus or e-mail completed report to ICNL@ithaca.edu before the beginning of the next month
· If any boundary signs need replacing, contact the ICNL and we will provide you with new ones 

At the end of the school year Stewards should:

· Submit an end-of-the-year report to the ICNL detailing any significant changes that occurred during the school year on your parcel

· This report may be as long as needed, depending on the amount of change that occurred on the parcel over one school year

· Contact the ICNL directly if you are moving, graduating, or for any reason discontinuing your role as a volunteer steward
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Volunteer Stewards are vitally important in the land protection work we do at ICNL. As a steward you are:

· Representing ICNL to the Ithaca College community

· Being our eyes and ears to notice changes on South Hill lands

· Noting trends over time, and any changes to the land

Thank you for all that you do!
