Contemporary British Politics

Spring 2007

Tutor: Dr Martin D. Brown (e-mail: martin.d.brown@btinternet.com )
Course Times: Thursday: 13:45-16:30

Course Outline:

This course is designed to provide students with thorough understanding of
British political system and processes, as well as the ideas and issues that have
shaped contemporary British politics. The Monarchy, the Parliament, political
parties, the Prime Minister, political ideology, political culture, and foreign policy
are the main topics discussed in this course. Throughout the course, comparisons
with American politics and society will be made as a point of reference to provide
the student with a framework for understanding British politics.

Class sessions will include lectures and discussions and students are required to
actively participate and contribute to these discussions. The required weekly
reading will be presented by students in a seminar fashion. There will be two
‘mini-exams’ throughout the semester. Exams are in essay format and questions
will draw on the required readings and the lectures. Students are also required to
submit two research papers, one about 800 words and the second about 1500-
2000 words, with footnotes/endnotes (or MLA referencing) and bibliography.

Whilst students are expected to learn the fundamentals of British politics, this
course is not about “memorising” factual details. Rather, they should approach
this class from an “analytical” perspective. Students are also expected to keep up
with current affairs in Britain by reading publications such as: the Economist, and
daily British newspapers such as the Independent, the Guardian, The Times, and
the Daily Telegraph(all available in the common student area). Students will also
benefit from various news program on British TV such as: Newsnight (BBC2,
10:30pm); Channel Four News (C4, 7:00pm), BBC1 news at 6:00 and 10:00pm.
On the radio the best is the Today program (6:45-9:00am on BBC Radio 4: 93.5
FM)

Learning outcomes:

At the end of the course, students will be able to:

e have a thorough understanding of the system of government and the
political process in Britain

e acquire a good grasp of the key political/historical/ideological
developments in post WWI1I Britain

e become familiar with current issues/debates in contemporary British
politics

Americans with Disabilities Act:



In compliance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans
with Disabilities Act, reasonable accommodation will be provided to students with
documented disabilities on a case by case basis. Students must register with the
Office of Academic Support Services and provide appropriate documentation to the
college before any academic adjustment will be provided.

Course assessment:
e Short Essay: %20 Typed, 800-1000 words.
e LongEssay: %40 Typed, 1500-2000 words

e Two mini-exams: %10

e Final examination: %30
e ATTENDANCE IS MANDATORY.

e Students will be dropped automatically from the class after two absences.

Assignments:

1) Short essay, 800-1000 words: Title, “What is the British political system
actually designed to do?” Minimum of three sources all of which must be books —
no website materials allowed.

Due Date: 22 February 2007

2) Long essay: chose from list at the end of this syllabus, 1500-2000 words
Minimum of six sources four of which must be books — limited website materials
allowed.

Due Date: 12 April 2007

3) Mini-exams: two short quizzes will be given during the term — one in the first
half and one in the second. They will be twenty minutes long, require short
answers to questions based on the reading and issues raised in class. An average
will be taken of all four to calculate the final mark.

4) Final exam: A final formal examination one and half hours long with essay
form answers and a selection of questions to choose from.

CORE TEXTBOOK:

lan Budge, Ivor Crewe, David McKay, Ken Newton, The New British Politics
(3rd Edition). Longman: 2004. (Or most recent edition available). All references
in course outline taken from 3" edition, do double check chapter numbers when
doing the reading.

All students are required to buy a copy of this book by the second class of the
semester. Further materials in the form of handouts will be provided by the
instructor throughout the term.
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COURSE OUTLINE:

This Outline should be viewed as a guide to the weekly meetings, although some
changes may occur through specific interests brought up by students.

Week 1: Introduction to the course, and some general observations about British
politics.



Week 2: Basic Features of British Democracy and its historical development
Required reading: Text; Chapters 1 & 2
Week 3: Survey of the political geography of Westminster and its environs

Meet at Embankment Tube station (river side exit) at 14:30 (Bring umbrellas and
stout walking shoes.)

Week 4: Politics and Economy in Britain

Required reading: Text; Chapters 3 & 24

Week 5: The British Constitution and attempts at reform
Required reading: Text; Chapter 4

Week 6: Political ideology in Britain: The British Political Parties
Required reading: Text; Chapters 16 & 17

Week 7: The British Parliament; Commons and the Lords.
Required reading: Text; Chapter 18

Week 8: Mid-semester Break: No Classes (8 March 2007)
Week 9: The mechanics of Government

Required reading: Text; Chapters 5, 6

Week 10: Britain and the European Union

Required reading: Text Chapters 8 & 9

Week 11: British Foreign Policy

Required reading: Text Chapter 22

Week 12: Visit to the Imperial War Museum, (TBA)

Week 13: Britain and Northern Ireland

Required reading: Text Chapter 10

Week 14: New politics?

Required reading: Text Chapters 27 & 28

Week 15: Final thoughts, review.



LONG ESSAY QUESTIONS
(1500-2000 words)
1. Where does power actually reside in the British system?
2. What are the implications for the UK of a "future in Europe'?

3. Critically analyse the nature of the British economy and how it has been
transformed/changed since the end of the Second World War.

4. Assess the root cause of the increasing gap between rich and poor in
Britain since 1979.

5. Why has the Conservative Party found it so difficult to achieve electoral
success in the last ten years?

6. Assess the significance of the welfare state in British politics today.

7. Would Britain be more democratic if it had a US-style written
constitution?

8. Did Thatcher do more harm than good in Britain?

9. Is Blairism a continuation of Thatcherism?

10. What have been the defining features and objectives of British Foreign
Policy since 1945, and how successful have successive British

governments been in achieving them?

11. Have the ‘Troubles’ in Northern Ireland now been solved?

Basic structures for written work

Remember the 5 Ps
Proper preparation prevents poor performance.

Always state the essay title clearly, do not paraphrase or change it.
Part One:

First paragraph: introduce the subject you are addressing — NOT the general topic —
and how you understand it, give an overview of the different aspects that you are
going to address (“First, this paper will look at..., second this paper will highlight
the..., third it discusses..., and then finally..."). Explain in one sentence or two the
reasons why you chose those aspects in order to answer the question. At the end of the
first paragraph, you might want to state your answer to the essay question (After



looking at all the different aspects, this paper concludes that...[answer to the essay
question] ) The purpose of the first paragraph is:

To help explain how you understand the question or issue (including key
terms, varying debates and approaches)

To help the reader understand the structure of your written work

To have a clear grasp of what aspects you are looking at and why

To define key terms

KEEP TEXT IN THE THIRD PERSON, keep to the past tense if
appropriate

avoid ‘I think’ or ‘I feel” and spurious abbreviations - ‘etc’, ‘govt.” or ‘b/t’
On the first use of all names or abbreviations spell them out in full -
European Union (EU), John F. Kennedy.

Use 1980s and NOT 1980’s.

Part Two:

Body of the Text: Discuss the different aspects you selected to address. Separate each
aspect by using a new paragraph. Try to keep your paragraphs even and relatively
short, avoid paragraphs that take up a whole page. Try to aim for two or three
paragraphs per page. At the end of the discussion of each aspect, make an explicit link
back to the essay question.

Make sure you separate your opinions from those of authors but always
try to illustrate the various approaches of a variety of authors to that
particular topic.

Make sure you are answering the question through the use of analysis not
just description. Although description is often necessary and useful only
analytical approaches will gain the highest grades.

Use an academic style of citation and stick to it. Never mix styles! Stick to
the referencing system that’s used in your field - MLA, Chicago or APA —
and make sure you use it consistently.

Keep your writing clear and simple at all times.

Guide the reader through your text let them know where you are going
and where they are in your argument. You are NOT writing a murder
mystery story.

Part Three:

Last Paragraph: Weigh up the results of each paragraph or aspect at the end of your
essay here you should make YOUR answer to the question crystal clear. The
conclusion should include:

A summary of all the issues and aspects covered in the main text.

Never introduce any new material

An explanation of YOUR answer to the question — NOT the topic — this
has to coincide with the preliminary answer given in the introduction.
Make sure you have produced a rounded well argued piece that covers a
variety of angles and contains analytical arguments of the matter in hand.



e It’s structure and analysis that will get you the grade you want.



