[image: color]



Ithaca College Student Government Association
Senate Meeting Agenda
Wednesday, October 26th, 2011 8:15pm – Taughannock Falls Meeting Room
Theme: “Pink- Breast Cancer Awareness Month”


I. Call to Order.

II. Roll Call:  "What is your favorite candy?"
A. Absent: Timothy Burke, Ellis Williams
B. Excused: 
C. Late:  Elma Borcilo (8:17)

III. Approval of Minutes
A. Lindsay motions to approve the minutes.
i. Leana seconds.
ii. No dissent, motion passes. 

IV. Awards
A. Senator of the week 
i. Courtney Brown awards senator of the week to Gillian DeRario.

V. Public Forum.  (Each guest will have 5 minutes to speak, followed by a brief Q&A session. Discussion is reserved for Open Agenda.)  
A. No one is here for public forum.

VI. Guest Speakers: (Each guest will have 10 minutes to speak, followed by a 5 minute Q&A session. Discussion is reserved for Open Agenda.)
A. Mary Ellen Zuckerman
i. Dean of School of Business
ii. Trivia Question: What does IC stand for?
iii. Has been here a year and a half at Ithaca College.
iv. Specific issues with students.
1. One of the challenges we face in most schools is how to communicate effectively with students.
a. We use email, Facebook, twitter, announcements in class, but it feels like most students aren’t listening. It can be frustrating to deans when they are trying to get out important information that the students can use.  
2. Students also not willing to ask for help enough.
a. There are many resources on campus that can help with all sorts of problems. 
b. Students need to utilize these resources when they do need help.
3. Participation of non-Business School students in the Business school.
a. Students can do a Business minor – very effective for students in other disciplines, because it gives a great business perspective.
b. Highly encourage students to take a business class and see if it something that might give you some skills. 
c. Running a “business idea” competition – funded (alumni is giving money) and students from across the campus come in and work on starting up a business. Any student from any school can come in. There is money for the winner and money for students who want to start a business.
i. Starting next year, there will be an incubator where students who want to start up a business can have a place to go for resources, whether financially or help with developing their idea. 
d. Really encourages students to come and participate in the Business school events, such as speakers. There is a calendar on the business school website, or you can follow the school on Twitter on Facebook.
v. Questions or comments
1. Jordan – Can you give more information on this entrepreneurial program?
a. We have a donor (Chris Birch) coming up on the 10th who will be judging the competition. The teams that are presenting will actually get dollars ($1000) as prize money, but a bulk of the money ($5000) will be awarded to start up the actual business. We have two local entrepreneurs that are overseeing this project. We want to see this big funnel of ideas that help students refine their ideas. In the competition itself the students have time to present, and then the judges will ask questions and provide feedback. It goes along with the idea of IC 2020, which is very interdisciplinary. 
2. Rachel – Is this something you would like to be annual?
a. A – Yes, and I want to go ahead and start up the incubator whether we get funding or not because it would be a great resource for those students who want to start up a business.  We’re hoping the donor will like what he sees and continue to want to help us out. I see Ithaca College as the perfect place for this because it is a highly creative place and that highly supports innovation for students. 
3. Elma motion to extend the Q&A for 5 minutes.
a. Courtney seconds.
b. No dissent, motion passes.
4. Scott – We have a School of Business senator, who unfortunately could not be here right now, but it is one of his duties to meet with the Dean twice a month. What do you think would be the best way for the senators, during this meeting, to effectively communicate with their respective Dean?
a. A – It would be a great idea for him to be apart of this group that we have in the Business school, which includes many student club leaders and myself.
5. Elma – I don’t feel like that School of Business teaches students how they as owners of businesses affect the community as a whole, such as labor unions. Is improving this apart of IC 2020?
a. A – The whole goal of IC 2020 is to be more integrated, and the individual goals are being set. All of the schools will be involved in IC 2020, so the Business school will be improving how to teach students the broader perspective of their work. 
6. Joshua Rosenberg motions to extend the Q&A by one minute.
a. Joshua Couce seconds.
b. No dissent, motion passes.
7. Josh – I’ve been interested in a business minor, and in the catalogue it says that if you want to be a business minor, you have to plan far ahead of time. Many students in Park have told me not to pursue that minor because it would be a lot of work and a hard thing to pursue. I was wondering why that was and if there was a way to improve it so the minor would be more accessible to students in other schools?
a. A – I’m not sure why it is perceived like that, whether it’s the Business courses or Park courses, or both just together. Most minors do take a lot of planning, but it’s not impossible to do it. One problem is that many of the business classes have prerequisites, so you have to take one class to take another, which many take up a lot of time. We’ve been talking to do a different type of business minor, where we’re integrating so you’re taking some accounting and finance rather than a whole semesters worth with IC 2020. We’ve seen many students who want to take some business but not the whole minor.
8. If you have any more questions, you can email Dean Zuckerman at mzuckerman@ithaca.edu.


VII. Discussion and Voting (Each motion will have a 15 minute time limit. The senate reserves the right to limit or extend the discussion) 
A. Perspective School of Humanities and Sciences Senator
i. Jonathan Cummings
1. First-year, politics major
2. Platform
a. Have a more unified student body and have an improved network for the freshman so that they have more connections to alumni.
b. Also backs Josh Couce for his first aid squad proposal. 
3. Questions
a. Ayesha – What do you plan to do with the whole Humanities & Sciences School?
i. A – During my meetings with the Dean, I would talk about possible events we can create for the students.
b. Scott – How would you attempt to bridge the gap between the schools?
i. A – I would want to meet with all the school senators, talk about it and try to create ideas together. 
c. Elma – How would you connect with upperclassmen?
i. A – I believe it would be difficult to try to connect with the upperclassmen because as a freshman, there aren’t many that I know or are connected to.
d. Richard – Would you be inclined to work with the senators of the other classes to get better connected to the upperclassmen?
i. A – Definitely because it would help me a lot.
e. Scott – What is your major and what other things are you involved in?
i. Politics, RHA, Diversity Awareness Committee, Brother for Brother. 
f. Eve – I hear you want to do a lot of things with first-year students, but I’m not hearing what you want to achieve as an H&S senator.
i. A – I believe that students should drive to take classes within and outside their school, and that is something that I want to push as a school senator. 
g. Josh Rosenberg – Since the H&S is the most populated school, do you have any specific approaches on how you would achieve your goals?
i. A – I would speak with Career Services and the H&S Dean to get more networking events.
h. Rob – Do you think that H&S has a problem reaching out to first-year students, and what is another issue you’ve had with either admin or faculty of H&S?
i. A – I’ve seen most students in H&S just stick with the school and not try to expand out of the school. 
4. Voting (Ballot voting)
a. Yes: 7
b. Opposing: 7
c. Abstention:  2
d. Jonathan is not approved as the Humanities & Sciences senator.

VIII. Officer Reports.
A. President – Scott Nachlis
i. Ayesha has been doing background work on different committees, and we’re looking into getting more students on to committees that we are sitting on and getting students into committees we aren’t sitting on currently.
1. 3 new committees added to Ithaca College, which we will be looking into getting student representation.
ii. Last night, received a budget appeal from AMA, because the budget committee asked them to come in again and provide more information. Because the committee didn’t make an actual decision, AMA can’t appeal to SGA right now.
iii. Sodexo has invited SGA to an Italian dinner with a chef visiting from Italy. October 31st from 12:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. 
1. RSVP to Scott through email or after the meeting.
iv. Congratulate Rachel Heiss for her hard work with Spirit Week and especially Taste of Ithaca.
v. Rachel, Jordan and Scott met with SACL two weeks ago and talked about what it means when SGA endorses something.
1. Our endorsement is apart of a larger process, so as the specific document goes further in administration, it is expected that the document we approve will not be the same that passes eventually through administration. We do represent the student body, so they really respect our endorsement of these issues. 
vi. Rachel, Jordan or Brittany, and Scott will be meeting with SACL tomorrow and talking about Cortaca.
vii. Started transition binder for next year because there is a lot of stuff that is small, but can very easily slip through the cracks.
viii. Michele Lenhart came to the EBoard meeting on Monday and we discussed how SGA and OSEMA could better work together in the future, because they are our governing office. 
1. Talked about the proposal SGA is looking into submitting to get more money, the budget committee’s role and making sure that if we have any concerns, to go straight to OSEMA.
B. Vice President of Communications – Rob Flaherty
i. Logo Contest
1. Ends on Friday.
2. Four submissions so far, so it will be extended to November 14th.
a. Will be advertising a lot more – probably including posters.
ii. Open House Tabling
1. Saturday, October 29th and Friday, November 11th. 
2. Sign up on the sheet if interested.
iii. Participating in EmGard Halloween.
1. Will have a lounge to decorate Harry Potter-themed.
a. Activities – quidditch beanbag toss, wand making, sorting hats, cookie decorating, and more. 
2. Sign up to volunteer!
iv. Misconception of what SGA does, specifically when it comes with funding, so Robert and Rob want to take up the opportunity to utilize a forum and discuss how SGA funds. 
C. Vice President of Campus Affairs – Rachel Heiss
i. Spirit Week is over! 
1. Taste of Ithaca got a huge attendance, and ran out of food within 15 minutes but Wings Over Ithaca and Insomnia Cookies generously kept delivering food.
2. Currently there is a survey out to get feedback for Spirit Week. 
3. Class of 2013 won Penny Wars – all of the proceeds ($75) were donated to United Way of Tompkins County. 
ii. First OPT-in was last night. 
1. About 10 organizations were represented.
2. Next one is November 15th, and will be discussing programming. 
iii. Campus Center TVs
1. Emailed Jeff Scott about the problem of the dining hall TVs being on at night, so he will be investigating why that is happening.
iv. Equalization Policy.
1. Evan of SSDP said that they are going to wait until after November 8th to continue on because the Alcohol Overdose Prevention Team meet will be meeting, because the policy will be presented to them. 
v. Intercom announcement was sent out about the smoking policy on campus, and SGA’s name was attached to this email.
1. There was no discussion with SGA on this policy, so SGA’s name shouldn’t have been attached.
2. The email that was sent out with the survey made it seem like SGA had discussed this, but it was actually discussed with the Campus Life Committee last year, which had SGA representatives.
vi. Will be meeting with Brian McAree tomorrow about Cortaca.
D. Vice President of Academics – Eve Trojanov
i. Emailed the Provost about what is going on in SGA, including the approval of backing the Asian American Studied Program. Also emailed her about the IC 2020 committee, but there is a current issue with that because members are supposed to serve for 3 years which would exclude juniors and seniors, but we’re trying to work on changing that time commitment. Also tried to schedule a future meeting with the provost. 
E. Vice President of Business and Finance – Robert Hohn
i. Had a meeting with Michele Lenhart – bulk of the meeting was to talk about the role of the budget committee.
1. Brandon is getting a lot of information to put into the proposal of getting more money for SGA to allocate to organizations. 
F. Vice President of Senate Affairs- Sam Lowe
i. Nothing to report.
G. Student Trustee – Elizabeth Stoltz
i. Nothing to report.
H. Residence Hall Association –Jordan Weltman
i. SexFest happened on Monday – about 400 students showed up, and got a lot of good feedback.
ii. On Monday are looking to amend the Constitution to include that anyone requesting money for a residential hall must be represented by a voting member by the cluster that the requester is from.
1. Rob – What will happen with student organizations that are asking RHA for money?
a. A – They usually do not request money for a resident hall so they wouldn’t need to do that unless if they are specifically looking for an event in a residential hall.
2. Scott – What if the voting member doesn’t have the same interests as the RA? Doesn’t that just create a bigger obstacle?
a. A – We want to make sure there is equal representation from each cluster when we are voting for something that pertains to a certain cluster.
3. Elma – Is there a voting member for each cluster?
a. A- we are missing a voting member from East Tower, Terraces 5 – 8 and Terraces 9 – 13.
4. Eddie - Who can be a voting member?
a. A - Anyone who lives in a residential hall and has 25 signatures from residents living in your cluster.
5. Leana – Is this leading to hall councils?
a. A - That is our goal reaching at the end of the year.
6. Eddie – What if no one from the cluster wants to be a voting member and one of the RAs wants funding, can they not get it?
a. There are roughly 500 students who live in each cluster, so I would be hard pressed to find one person who would not want to take up this leadership opportunity.
7. Elma – Have you talked to RAs about this?
a. A – We’re speaking to RDs about this right now.
I. Approval of Officer Reports
i. Leana motions to approve officer reports.	
1. Eddie seconds.
2. No dissent, motion passes.

IX. Committee Reports.
A. Communication –Rob Flaherty
a. Website!
i. Courtney sent out an email requesting everything that we need to put on the website, so please respond with all your information.
b. Outreach
i. We will be having a dorm storm on December 3rd and 4th, and we’ll be rescheduling two more days, which fell under Thanksgiving Break.
1. There is approval from ResLife.
2. Elma – Would this really be effective because it seems like the residents would be annoyed or confused with many students knocking at their door.
a. Rob – It might be but it could be very effective and it something that we should try out.
b. Justin – Last year, it seemed that students were really surprised that we were actually coming to them to ask for their opinions, so it represents us well.
3. Sign up to volunteer if you’d like to be apart of the dorm storm! 
ii. Access Hours!
1. Point of access hours is for you to be out there in the campus and be visible. The SAC is a place where you can do it, but it would be more ideal if you were in the Campus Center or in your respective schools if you’re a school senator. 
2. Also looking to getting the SGA banner in a more accessible area so that you can use that when you do access hours.
3. These will be spot-checked. 
c. Bulletin Boards.
i. They are getting up and looking beautiful.
ii. Has information from meetings and events coming up.
d. Recommended that classes get together and create Facebook page for your academic class. 
e. Every student organization that takes money from SGA is required to have an SGA logo on their poster. If you see organizations that are not doing it, please inform Rob or Robert. Do not pull the poster down, but just inform us.
B. Campus Affairs- Rachel Heiss
a. Did not have a meeting the last two weeks due to Fall Break and Taste of Ithaca.
b. Survey closed, 191 responses, which is better than last year but not a great turnout for how many students are present on campus.
i. Rachael put all the concerns in categories, so tomorrow during the meeting we will be breaking into subcommittees for each area of concern. 
c. Will be meeting with Lauren of Bomber Bike Initiative to see how we can work together to get more bike shelters on campus. 
d. Will be meeting with Emily and Eric to brainstorm fundraiser ideas.
e. All senators need to have an event per semester. It’s already the end of October, and no meetings have been planned so far so it is mandated that next week all the clusters of senators meet with Rachel and Eric to discuss possible events.
C. Budget – Robert Hohn
a. Only students that are registered and have attended the Funding 101 sessions are able to request funding and set up meeting times.
b. Allocations from last two weeks.
i. Amani Gospel Singers allocated $10,000 for programming.
ii. BOC allocated $9,000 for Operational
iii. Food for Thought allocated $65 for Fundraiser.
iv. Food for Thought funded $14 for programming.
v. HiFashion allocated $6,033 for programming.
vi. IC Bigs allocated $196 for operational.
vii. ICMSCA allocated $800 for Fundraising.
viii. IBA allocated $116 for operational.
ix. Ithaca College Christians on the Road to Emmaus allocated $2,000 for programming.
x. Kuumba Repertory Theater allocated $237 for Programming.
xi. Up ‘til Dawn allocated $4,338 for programming. 
xii. American Choral Director’s Association allocated $112 for operational.
xiii. B4B allocated $1308 for programming.
xiv. Cake allocated $1300 for operational.
xv. HiFashion allocated $1100 for operational.
xvi. IC Human Rights allocated $2135 for programming.
xvii. International Club of IC allocated $63, $44, $61, $153, $389, and $58 for Programming.
xviii. About 49% of budget left. 
D. Academic Policies-Eve Trojanov
a. All-committee meeting met for the first time.
i. Got rid of the neuroscience concentration, because it already existed as a minor.
ii. Approved processing of courses.
iii. Reassessing another program’s location.
1. Really important that students know that they are not getting rid of these programs but rather reassessing their location. 
iv. Rich - Has the committee talked about holding information sessions so that students can get more information about the manual, especially first-year students?
1. Eve – That is a great suggestion so I will bring that up. 
E. Sustainability – Jamie Hom, Sam Meehan
F. Community service – Elma Borcilo, Morgan Allen
G. Workflow –  
H. Facilities Planning – Ellis Williams, Gillian DeRario
I. Campus Life – 
J. Diversity Awareness – Josh Rosenberg, Jamie Hom, Lindsey Smith, Eddie Odio
a. Talked about what the committee does – funding requests, own programming such as the rainbow reception, thinking about having another program called Talking Circles during MLK weekend.
b. Next meeting is November 14th.
K. Food Service Advisory – Morgan Allen, Courtney Brown, Leana Testani
a. Talked about different concerns about the student body with Jeff Scott and marketing. 
b. There is a survey going out about Sodexo and the dining halls, reaching out to about 250 students.
i. Will update about the results of that survey later.
c. Talked about nutritional information. 
L. Parking Appeals – Rich
a. Right now people are very upset with parking services.
M. Parking Policy- Arantxa Benjamin, Josh Couce
a. Committee has not contacted either senator yet.
b. Scott – It’s a SACL committee so I’ll email and ask what’s happening.
N. First Year Experience, Coordinating – Samantha Gibble, Josh Rosenberg
a. Talking about how they’re trying to integrate the “theme” into each program.
O. Safety Awareness- Josh Couce, John Vogan
P. Solicitation – Justin Pyron
Q. South Hill Civic Association – Leana Testani 
R. IC/Community Workgroup – Scott Nachlis
a. Willie Slate, Senior Class Director of Communications is now on the committee and Scott brought the idea of having a senior year EBoard member on the committee each year.
S. Graduate Council-
T. Ad Hoc

X. Open Agenda.
A. Utilize the assistants (Ayesha)
i. For planning events, all five of the assistants would be a great resource to use.
B. Refreshments at SGA meeting
i. We’ve attempted to have each cluster bring items to a meeting, but it was unsuccessful in the past.
ii. Is there money in our budget for us to get food for the meetings?
1. Robert – There is not money there specifically for this but we can look into doing that.
2. Scott – Keep in mind that the money we take out is less money there for us to use for other things. 
iii. Josh Rosenberg – Can we get Sodexo to sponsor our meetings?
1. Eve – It would be easier to ask them for that if we also attend Food Advisory meetings. 
iv. Leana – Elma and I will sponsor next week.
C. SGA Shirts
i. Rob – We have done polo t-shirts in the past, and we some left that can be used. If someone wants to get t-shirts, we will have to pitch in individually because we can’t get allocated money for t-shirts.
D. Bonding Event (Rachel)
i. Working on an SGA bonding event with Eric and Emily. 
ii. If you have any suggestions know let Eric know.
E. SGA Relay for Life team (Courtney)
i. Courtney is willing to be the captain and do all the work; all we have to do is register and fundraise.
ii. March 31st.
F. Basketball hoops need to be replacement. (Ellis)
i. All the hoops in the upper and lower quads are pretty beaten up, and they are used often so it seems like a good investment to look into replacing.
G. Graduation cords for SGA. (Elma)
i. Elma - For all the hard work put into SGA, I believes that we should be rewarded. 
ii. Robert – Would be have to get admin approval for this?
1. Scott – It would totally be an SGA thing, and the money used to purchase these cords will come from student organization money.
iii. Robert – Cords are pretty cheap.
iv. Rob – It seems to be something that CommCon can work on.
v. Scott – Elma, you would like to write up and formulate the logistics of this and bring it back to us, you can.
H. Play music at beginning of SGA meetings
i. Scott – Whether we do this or not do this, we will still have to start meetings on time.
ii. Lindsey motions to give the senator of the week the song preference for next week.
1. Sam Meehan seconds.
2. No dissent, motion passes.
I. Course Catalog (Robert)
i. Robert – Provost office produces the course catalog, and it would be great if the office decides to put it online rather than having the print it out each time.
1. Eve – I will talk to the Provost about this.
J. Mixer with Cornell’s SGA (Leana)
i. Rachel – I can get in contact with Cornell if this is something we’re interested in. 
ii. Arantxa – What would be the point of this?
1. Rachel – To increase communications because there have been a lot of instances where the two schools could have worked together a lot. 
K. Leana motions to close open agenda.
i. Gillian seconds.
ii. No dissent, motion passes.

XI. [bookmark: _GoBack]Adjournment: 10:30
A. Lindsay motions to adjourn the meeting. 
         i. Josh seconds. 
         ii. No dissent, motion passes.



Important Dates:


sga@ithaca.edu		www.ithaca.edu/sga
Fall Open House Tabling (sign up with Rob):
Saturday, Oct 29th 8:30am-10:30am Klingenstein Lounge

Friday, Nov 11th, 9:00am-111:00am Emerson Lounge



Senators to Do Before You Leave Today:
1. Sign-up with Rob about tabling open house events
2. Help Move Tables Back
3. Have spirit!
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