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Experiencing College Athletics: The Myths and Realities of Playing LA HU 3a

ICSM-10100-01 Katharine Kittredge, Stephen Mosher


TR 9:25-10:50
This course is especially aimed at first-semester athletes who are coping with the transition to college-level athletic competition in addition to the usual issues confronted by first-semester students. The focus will be on what our culture tells us about sports and how we come to define ourselves as athletes. We will be exploring a wide range of material, including film, poetry, and fiction, as well as nonfiction writing about sports. Possible topics of discussion include children’s sports, player/coach relationships, team dynamics, trash-talking, sports injuries, and gender roles.

Music Improvisation and Composition LA FA 3b

ICSM-10102-01 Louise Mygatt TR 10:50-12:05
This course gives students with some ability on an instrument (including voice) the opportunity to explore improvisation and composition through class participation and assignments. You will study, through hands-on performance and listening, aspects of form and style, along with the musical elements of melody, harmony, rhythm, timbre, and texture. Assignments involve listening and practicing specific exercises and techniques, as well as composing and devising original pieces for the class to perform. Access to a personal instrument is desirable (piano and hand percussion are provided), as well as a basic ability to play scales and produce a good tone. Prior experience with composition or improvisation is not required. Assessment will be based upon participation and the quality of original pieces.

Making Sense of the World: How Our Senses Inform, Guide and Enrich Our Lives LA NS 2a
ICSM-10103-01 Ron Schassburger TR 10:50-12:05
Our world is defined, explored and ultimately enjoyed through our senses. Each of the major senses of mankind - taste, smell, vision, hearing, and touch - is explored in this seminar through a variety of formats, not the least of which is first-hand experience. Each sensory system is first examined in an attempt to understand the biological basis of how it functions. It is then explored in a variety of contexts, according to the interests of the class, through group presentations: how it is utilized by other animals; how it has influenced our history, culture, and artistic expression; how it might be utilized in the healing arts; how environmental degradation threatens to diminish our enjoyment of the world through this sensory modality; etc. Along the way we will engage in field excursions, wherein we explore the richness of the world as experienced through each of our senses. These are required Saturday morning trips to a variety of locales outside the College, and are a significant experiential component of the seminar. Finally, the course concludes with an examination of how we can extend our quality of life through greater awareness and appreciation of our senses—as we incorporate learning through the use of multisensory modalities, more effective communication with one another through the use of sensory language, and enrichment of our cultural experiences through the incorporation of universal design in accommodating those with physical impairments as well as those of us who are “not yet” so impaired.


Math and Nature: Exploring the Outer Worlds LA NS 2b
ICSM-10104-01 Jack Vanderzee TR 10:50-12:05
This course will combine mathematical problem–solving skills with nature-related activities, including both hands-on projects done outside the classroom and talks on the environment by guest speakers both from campus and from the Ithaca community. The course will include a writing component. You will spend more than half of the class times in the woods. Students registering for this course are encouraged to sign up for the ECHO outing experience, which takes place a few days before classes start. See www.ithaca.edu/fypo/echo/ for details.
Sustaining Our Worlds: Hope for the Future LA SS 1

ICSM-10107-01 Nancy Jacobson, Jim Rothenberg, David Saiia TR 2:35-3:50
Our biosphere is facing degradation and depletion of natural resources at a rate that threatens the sustainability of life on earth for humans and other living species. Central to the search for more sustainable ways of living is a fundamental shift in human attitudes and behavior. Drawing insights from the fields of psychology, sociology, business, and biology, this course will ask the following questions:

1. What is sustainability? How can we find long-term, sustainable solutions to some of the big environmental problems we face today through a better understanding of ourselves, society, business, and the natural world?

2. What is the relationship between sustainable behavior and psychological well-being?

3. How can we foster attitude and behavior change that leads to the creation of a more sustainable local and global society? In other words, how can we play a part in this revolution?
What’s New? Creativity and Intellectual Property in the 21st Century LA SS 1

ICSM-10108-01 David Flanagan MWF 3:00-3:50
Musicologist Charles Seeger once stated, “All human culture is plagiarism.” Seeger was making the point that new ideas usually spin off from concepts that were developed in the past. Even the classic examples of human creative genius - the contributions of Mozart and Einstein, for instance - were extensions of work done by others. While all innovators owe a debt to those that came before them, a new idea may be unique enough that we value it as “original” or “creative” and may even consider it the personal property of its creator. The goal of this seminar is to examine notions of originality, creativity, and intellectual property in various academic and artistic disciplines. We will draw on examples from music, visual art, literature, dance, theater, social sciences, physical sciences, health sciences, and legal studies. Over the course of the semester you will develop an individual creative project that can stand up to the criteria for originality that we explore in class.

Worlds of Music: Understanding Musical Meanings in a Global Context LA HU 1,3b
ICSM-10109-01 Naeem Inayatullah MWF 10:00-10:50
While we are taught to play music and encouraged to develop our particular musical “tastes,” we usually do not have the skills or opportunities to assess music’s meaning. Musical meaning is all around us: Our musical “tastes” suggest our politics. Music is a backdrop for war, peace, or justice; it helps sustain or resist the social order; its meanings can enrich or waste away our spiritual wellness; it integrates, extends, or helps replace our sense of race, class, gender, or national identity; and it can be a subtle foundation for the hidden assumptions of our daily life.

We will compare “our” music to the music of Native Americans, West and South Africans, and South Asians. Through in-class participation and performance, such as singing and dance, directed listening, critical writing, public debate, and discussion catalyzed by reading, we will develop a critical understanding of musical meanings.
Great Mysteries of Humanity LA SS 1

ICSM-10110-01 Michael Malpass TR 1:10-2:35
Great Mysteries of Humanity introduces students to several interesting questions from our past. From the question "Have aliens influenced the development of past civilizations?" to "Why should we be concerned about the kind and amount of pollutants entering our food?", the class engages the student to think about questions, the kind of evidence used in support of different answers, and which of competing hypotheses might be correct. The emphasis of the course is on assessing evidence and testing hypotheses. Along the way, it is hoped students will gain a better understanding of their own thought processes, perspectives and backgrounds that will be a basis for intellectual growth and development.
Global Population Change and Diversity LA SS 1
ICSM-10111-01 Mary Ann Erickson MWF 11:00-11:50
In this course we will use a demographic perspective to understand global social change and diversity. Demographic processes such as mortality, fertility and migration are reshaping our world in terms of age, gender, class, race, and ethnicity. We will apply knowledge of these processes to current issues such as population aging, immigration, health disparities and environmental sustainability.

Curiosities of Culture LA SS 1

ICSM-10112-01 David Turkon TR 9:25-10:50
The study of “culture” is what sets anthropology apart from other social sciences. In Curiosities of Culture we will explore what culture is and why culture separates us from other people in the world more so than any other human quality. We will contrast practices from cultures around the globe with practices from our own cultural traditions in order to see just how “exotic” our culture may seem to others. We will consider how biology and culture interact. For example, we all have to eat, but what we eat, where we eat, when we eat and who we eat with is determined largely by culture. “Lenses” that we will examine culture through include kinship, religion, economic interaction, environmental adaptations, politics and language. We will also look at the effects of globalization, and at contemporary social problems that anthropologists contribute toward solving.

Ancient Romans Designed the Space Shuttle: The History of Technology LA SS 1
ICSM-10113-01 Tricia Edgecomb TR 10:50-12:05
There is no known record of an ancient Roman sketch of the space shuttle, but the design of its rocket boosters can be directly traced back to the chariots of the Roman Empire. This is just one instance of the impact of technology on society. Technology is an innately human endeavor, so technology and society are inextricably interrelated. Using an historical framework, this course endeavors to help students develop a greater understanding of and appreciation for technology—its power to transform society and the social structures that foster or deter the development of technology.
Thinking about Popular Music LA FA 3b
ICSM-10114-01 Kevin Clifton TR 2:35 - 3:50
This course examines various ways to think seriously about popular music. Throughout the seminar we will think critically about the meaning of "popular" as a cultural term and space where various identities, such as gender, race, and sexuality, are articulated and negotiated.  We will draw on examples from literature, Broadways musicals, and American and British popular music.  The goal of this seminar is to examine notions of power and resistance in the production and consumption of popular music.
Discovering Your Unique Identity and Vocation in the New Millennium LA SS 1
ICSM-10115-01 Kathryn Caldwell TR 1:10-2:25 
Who am I? What do I want to do with my life? What is the purpose of a career anyway? This seminar will deeply engage students in critical thinking and reflection about their unique identities, and their search for meaning as they discern their vocational path. Central to the course, students will select and read the biography of a person whom they find inspirational. We will use these life stories to help us understand the struggle within each of us to become all that we are capable of becoming. Through interactive exercises and class discussions, we will explore motivations for career choices, and encourage students to find their intrinsic interests. Students will be challenged to consider the cultural, social, and environmental context surrounding their proposed vocation (Why am I doing this? What or who will it affect? What is its relevance in the 21st century?). The framework for this course will come from many disciplines, including psychological theories of identity development, the interdisciplinary Human Ecology perspective, writings of sociologists, anthropologists, and those who have explored authenticity and meaning in their life’s work.
