
LGBT at Ithaca College – Frequently Asked Questions 
What’s it like for LGBT and allied students at Ithaca College? While there’s no easy way to 
adequately describe the campus climate at any college or university, we have addressed some 
questions you may have about what goes on at Ithaca College. 

Are sexual orientation and gender identity included in the non-discrimination policy? 
Sexual orientation, gender identity, and gender expression are included in the college’s  
non-discrimination policy.  (See http://www.ithaca.edu/attorney/policies/). 

Additionally, the City of Ithaca municipal code prohibits discrimination on the basis of sexual 
orientation and gender identity, and includes both in its hate crimes law as well (Part II, Chapter 215, 
Code of the City of Ithaca). 

Tompkins County also includes sexual orientation and gender identity in its non-discrimination law 
(Part II, Chapter 92 of the Charter and Code of Tompkins County).  And, the State of New York 
human rights law prohibits discrimination based on sexual orientation in employment, public 
accommodation, education, housing, and credit (see http://www.dhr.state.ny.us/). 

Is there an active LGBT student organization? 
There are two!  Created Equal is the activist LGBT student organization.  The mission of Created 
Equal is “to design and implement projects on a local, state and national level, which will address 
issues and provide solutions to problems facing LGBTQA people on the Ithaca College campus, the 
larger community, and the United States as a whole.” PRISM is Ithaca College's “queer-straight 
alliance dealing with sexuality, gender identity and gender expression.”  PRISM is a social and 
educational organization that meets weekly.  The groups welcome all who are interested, and both 
are very active on campus. 

Is there a campus office for LGBT student services? 
The Center for LGBT Education, Outreach, and Services actively fosters the academic success and 
personal growth of LGBT students and offers college wide services to enhance the campus 
community’s awareness, understanding and appreciation of LGBT students, staff and faculty. The 
mission of the Center is to make the world a better place for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
people. The Center strives to create a campus that is the best learning, working and living 
environment for LGBT people. 

Are LGBT sensitive counseling services available? 
The staff in the Counseling Center is very supportive.  The Counseling Center also periodically 
provides specific programs and services for LGBT and questioning students, such as coming out 
groups and stress-management workshops for LGBT and allied students.  

Are other campus offices supportive and inclusive of LGBT students and issues? 
Other campus offices strive to be inclusive of the needs and issues of LGBT students.  For example, 
the Career Services office has recently developed resources specifically addressing career search 
issues for LGBT students. 

What activities are sponsored on campus for LGBT students? 
Activities focused on LGBT students and allies occur throughout the year at Ithaca College.  The 
Center for LGBT Education, Outreach & Services coordinates speakers, films, and other events 



throughout the year, and also provides an LGBT Resource Room with books, periodicals, videos, 
and other resources.  The LGBT Resource Room is a multipurpose room and safe space available to 
all members of the campus community.  The Center also recognizes LGBT and allied graduates at 
the end of each year at a unique Rainbow Reception ceremony.   The student group PRISM 
sponsors events include weekly meetings, film nights, and a popular drag show. 

Is there a procedure for reporting LGBT-related bias incidents and hate crimes? 
How does the school respond to such incidents? 
The campus takes incidents of LGBT bias or harassment seriously. Concerns or complaints may be 
brought to the Office of Public Safety. 

Are supportive faculty and staff easily identifiable? 
There is an active Safe Place project on campus that involves the public display of signs designating 
LGBT-friendly spaces along with resources available to support LGBT students, faculty, and staff.  
A directory of some of the out and proud LGBTQI and allied faculty and staff is available on the 
LGBT Center website. 

Does the school offer domestic partner benefits? 
Domestic partner benefits, such as health insurance, are available for partners of faculty and staff. 

Does the campus and surrounding community feel safe and welcoming? 
In 2006 Ithaca College was named one of the Best 100 Campuses in the nation for LGBT Students 
by book The Advocate College Guide for LGBT Students.  And this honor adds to an already 
established track record - several years before this book was published, the readership of the popular 
LGBT website PlanetOut.com also voted Ithaca College one of the best colleges in the nation for 
LGBT students.  Ithaca was also included on the top 10 list of places to live in the US for gay and 
lesbian people by The Advocate magazine, in March 2007. 

As always, the best way to find out about the campus and community is to visit for yourself. Contact 
the Admission office to arrange a visit. 

Campus Contacts 
Center for LGBT Education, Outreach & 
Services 
http://www.ithaca.edu/lgbt 
Lis Maurer, Coordinator – 
lmaurer@ithaca.edu 

Created Equal – Student Organization 
http://www.ithaca.edu/equal 

PRISM – Student Organization 
http://www.ithaca.edu/prism 

 

 

Other Resources 
Online listing of scholarships available to 
lesbian, gay, and bisexual students. 
http://www.finaid.org/otheraid/gay.phtml 

“Ten tips for the queer college-seeker” 
http://www.planetout.com/people/features/
2001/01/colleges/tips.html 

GLSEN brochure for students seeking 
an LGBT friendly campus. 
http://www.glsen.org/binary-
data/GLSEN_ATTACHMENTS/file/200-
1.pdf 
Adapted from materials from the University of Puget 
Sound, resources for admission staff on LGBT students. 


