The RIAA and Ithaca College

During the spring of 2007, the RIAA sued over 400 students for downloading and sharing music illegally; twenty of those students were from Ithaca College.  This past academic year they continued their campaign and additional students, including some at Ithaca College, were targets of RIAA lawsuits.
Downloading and sharing songs on peer to peer (P2P) file sharing networks has become a common practice among college students across the country.  This practice is illegal according to Federal Copyright Law.  Over the past few years, the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA) has used various techniques to try to address this issue.  Their most recent tactic has been to initiate lawsuits against college students they believe are engaging in this type of activity and are illegally sharing music recordings for artists the RIAA represents.

During the spring of 2007, the RIAA sued over 400 students for downloading and sharing music illegally and twenty of those students were from Ithaca College.  Fourteen of the IC students settled and paid more than $40,000 in fines while 6 other students were still working their way through the legal system facing increased fines, court costs and attorney fees.  This past academic year they continued their campaign and additional students, including some at Ithaca College, were targets of RIAA lawsuits.

Ithaca College has undertaken a number of educational efforts to inform students regarding the risks of this practice, including holding an open Town Meeting, articles in the student newspaper, The Ithacan, and on-line articles to the College community.  We also developed and presented material to incoming students and their parents explaining the recent RIAA activities.

While there is debate over the actions that the RIAA is taking, we feel it is important for parents and students to be aware of the issues and understand that there is a financial risk when sharing or downloading music files via P2P networks on the Internet.  If you would like more information, view these websites:  www.riaa.com, www.digitalfreedom.org, http://recordingindustryvspeople.blogspot.com.

