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De51gmng for people, not cars

“In the 1950s, Ithaca high
. school, Ithaca College and the
Greyhound bus station were

all downtown. Lately, while

the local
slowly,
oftheutyhasspreadfarmto
the.countryside. .

A major reason for this.
trendlsthat American cities
and towis — including those
~in "Tompki 'County-—-an:‘

ation has

e cars are i

-theyalsooonmbutemmeb.g

'muesthatmakeoommunmw
unsustainable.

'Ilwrs&mmdudeg!obal"

éffects like our warming cli-
‘mate and dependence on non-
renewable resources like petr-
oleurn, plus local impacts like

pollution arid suburban sprawl
that alters' the natural land- .

mpe,mﬂatwpeopleandbur-
dens public services. %,
By all -acocounts, local land

. “:Between 1969 and 1999 the
amount of developed. land in

T County more than* -

grown .
t- outside
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Promoting growth in central, already
built areas can conserve resources,
build the tax base and provide people

“with easy access to the thmgs they
' need :

and burdens llmlted
| resources for ‘main-

tanung %(athenne Bot-

' gella, anpal planner, Tom-

pkins County Planning

Busesthatneedtolravel
more-miles with fewer riders

and commutérs from outside .

of . population - centers put

'vstrwsonthemadnetwork,

[ oongwnon and detenoratxon .
S of purroads: A
V5 - Rob. Stwtevﬂle, editor and-
popula: . publisher of New Urban News,
- pointed ot that in the 1950s
‘andl%Ogﬂmesubmbanmodel

doubed,accoxdmgtostahsum ‘I _reésideritial

- based on- aerial surveys sup-
plied. bytheTompkmsCounty
" Pla Department, . :

were used -for residential;

industrial, obmmemal, instita- -

tional and
In, 1999, this

rtation uses.

132 percent.

“This kind of fand e pat-

I.temreduoesﬂxeoounty’sopen_ ) G_un actory is. zoned for -

nning .1
1969, muyn,szlmoflam

' rose to .- ¢
27493acm,anmaeaseof'

,gll o “Iﬂ‘..

industrial uses only At the-
sameume,whcnadmloper

receitly offered to clean up -

thegrmmdsandconvertthe

building into condominiums, -

he was forced to appeal the

* zoning codes and eventually
left. While it is debatable -

whether - condominiums " in’
that area were the best useé of

. the: facility, outdated codes:

restrict new use. of that space,
Steuteville said. ,

Promoting growth in cén-
tral,alreadybuﬂtareasm -

conserve resources, build the
tax base and provide people:

.wntheasyacowstotheﬂungs
they need. And this may help
© provide a ncw template for
keepssprawlm{

ity
? siid John Schroeder, a:

a formetqtyaldennan. :

~Condensed. -development

- mearwrban_centers, can help' -
. ptomote a ‘miore " sustainable
: transportatlon “system, - said
: director
o oftheltbwaTomplnm

Coun-
ty Transportation Councd

options.
.travel,congmtlomsredmed :
A S-percent reduction’ in
traﬂicvolumesmaywxseal()

house,”

"~ Buses, cars, bikes and pedestri-
- ‘ans must all be part of the mix
to accommodate everyone. By
- creating’ a

tlonsys-

tem with many for

to 30 percent increase in aver-

age vehicle speeds, ‘according

to the Victoria Policy Tran-
sport _Institute, a transporta-
. tion research orgamzatxon.
“based in Canada.. :
. 'While plans- for mcludmg
"bxcydelan&thmughou _
 have existed for 10 years, they -
have yet to be. realized. -
. “People didn’t wanit t6 lose the
.pa:kmgspaoemfmntofthelr '
,said de Aragon of the -
last attempt to mplcment the
" “Wheén ‘more ‘people . live
-.where they can. know each..
commum becomes - strong

Forthwexeasonsandmore,
pubhc mvolvement, under-
standing and

munmesbut_betweenoomnm-

- nities.”.

“Thé citizens have to be,

-part of it, and they have to .
.haveaclmoctoseewhatﬂle

county is beeommg, Steu-
teville said. -

In an effort to foster dia-

cooperation are
» -necessary, not just within com-

logue and understanding’
about these issues.and others’
related to sustamabmty, the

‘public is invited fo join in

ongoing “sustainability salons”

taking place in meeting places
around the county.

ThlS ‘week’s topic will be

- sustainable ocom-'

mumm” The salons ar¢ a

Ject of Sustainable Tom-

which ‘has gained . the

v pgort of Ithaca College,

Foundation, .-Cornell .
Umvers;ty and- various Jocal
businesses and organizations. '
‘For more information click on
the “Sustamabthty" lmk at
www.ithaca.edu.

R v i ool a -
Ithaca, T .
“: :
l530—7 .m. todayat‘ '
Rogues Harbor, 2079 - .
E. Shore Drive, -
Lansing.

"M 5:30-7 p.m..

Tuesday, April 27 at
Gimivie! Coffes, 506

' W. State St., lthaca.

N 5-6:30p.m; o
Wednesday, April 28 - .
at.Juna’s Cafe on The

-~ Commons in down- -

town lthaca.
‘R7-830pm.. . .

Thursday, April 29 at

WowNet Digital Cafe,
SN, Aurora St
“lthaca. - -

N 7:30-9 p.m. on .

Thursday, April 29 at

- SimplyRed Bistro, 53

E. Main St.,
Trumansburg



