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Where will the U.S. get its future energy"‘

- Asanatlonandaoommum

ty,marestilllughlydependent

on fossil fuels. Weusethemfor
electricity, and

'mnterheat.'[hxsusctsunsus-‘

tainablé; causing problems that
‘ rangeﬁung!obtaolxnnmgto
mercuty | rain.
Coal is the most abundant
fuel and it is the dirtiest. Efforts
to clean up coal plants or to
reduce environmental

~ from strip mining are far from
the forefront of government' grd

Ou.rloml elecmqty-gencmt‘ '
ing plant is one of the cleanestin.

the nation -and yet it still pro-
duces more air pollution -than
any other point source in.the
county — and, on'a more fun-
. damental fevel, it consumes a
natural resource that will even-
tually run out. .

- Natural. gas, ‘which heats

-mTompkmsCmmy 1sgtowmg
scarcer in our country. Prices
have risen sharply in récent
years as we search for more and
startthemtchtostill—abundant
OVErseas Sources.

‘Crude "oil, which produces
the gasoline’that runs our cars,
will soon be. growing scarcer
worldwide and will run.out
entirely within “this. century.
‘Some argue. sooner, others
later, but no one debates the
. faot.that_theU.S.isalmadynm-
) out.

* exploration and drilling ‘will no
longer ‘produce more oil. The
~US. regclwdllts own “small

great rollover” — the
Po n aaosﬂleglohc,.
'uring more..money, into. .

roflover” in-197), shoxﬂy before

.tlexddlcEastoxlms:s.Smoe

thenwehavegrownmoteand
more dependent on imported
oil as Jocal wells dry up.

Many rescarchers predict the
“great rollover” happen
within - the ‘next ten years.
Whenever it ns — and it
will -— prices will rise as supplies

_grow scarcer. International

gen | in - the . engin
advanc&atealso
bemgmadethhblofmlsfrmna

variety of plant sources.
Acéord{)ng to a recent Ithaca

Joumal article, 52 percent of
~.our' homes use natdral gas for

heat. In a 2003 energy report, a

petroleum . industry source

" reveals that if the USS. had.to
-rely only on its proven natural

gas reserves, we woulld use them
;up within ten years.

we ' remove restrictions on

The Amermn Petroleum
‘Institute says the U'S. has natur-
. al gas to last another 58 years, if -

Crude oil, which produces the gasoline that runs our cars; will
soon be growing scarcer worldwide and will run out entlrely
within this century. Some argue sooner, others later, but no
one debatcs the fact that the U.S. is already runmng out. -

Jwidemess..

But the US. Infor
matxmAgencym

where gas m&ploratxon is
allowed, new disooveries are

slowerandnewdnllmgsmoxe

"expemlvethanwmected.hqmd
natural gas from overseas is

asaU.S souroe,

Itis no longer difficult to find
the materials or a qualified

‘installer of . alternative . home'

energy systems. :
Anyonebuildmganewhome

»

“can install a windmill for home-

generated electricity. And the
rest of us can use clean renew-

able energy by purchasing wind
powerfromNYSEG ’

_Conservation is also an -

lmportant way - to manage

scarcity. Water can be heated ‘iring. 3

directly from the sun.- We can

add insulation, ' orient .new

Tomlkaboutwayswemn

become a more sustainable’

cmmmuty,asxx—weeksen@sof
“sustainability salons” is hap-

pening around the county. You ..
are invited to participate in one

or many of these round-robin

styledmmonsofsustmnablh

or restoring an old one-can add  ty.

solar panels for electricity.-

Steve Nicholson, chair of the -

Tompkins . County Environ-
mental - * Council,
says, “New York may be one of
the best places to put photo-
voltaics in the country, because
of the combination of adequate

sunlight -and high -electricity

nnsweek’stoplcns“energy'.

alternatives.”

The discussions will aplore .
our options for .using clean, .
rénewable energy and” what °
choices we can make as indi- -
viduals, The salons are a pro- .
“jéct of Sustainable Tompkins, -
which has gamed ‘the support

o Thi

of Ithaca College, Cornell
Unjversity, and various local.
foundations, businesses, and
orgamzatlons .

- Marty Hiller is mgkmomand
wh:rmdbnmadm
is the %wddy
amanmmam guest

- Rogues Harbor, -

2079 E. Shore Drive,
Lansing. Today, from
5:30 pm.to 7 p.m.

.l Gimmel Coffee, 506
W. State Street, ithaca. .
Tuesday, April 6 from .
5:30 p.m.to 7 p.m.

. Juna’s Cafe on The
Ithaca Commions.
Wednesday, April 7-

. fram 5 p.m. to 6:30

p.m.. oo
W WowNet Digital
Cafe; 111 N. Aurora
Street, Ithaca. '
Thursday, April 8 from
_ 7p.m, to 8:30 p.m.
W :Simply Red Bistro, -
53 E. Main St., .
. Trumansburg.



