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sive public parnclpatlon, seek to unpr.ove soc1ety and the enwronment as well as the
economy; and result in mcreased eqmty, equality and empowennent (Brohman 1996).
Democracy is an inherent part of the sustainable development process. Sustainable

. - development must be partlc1patory development For people to prosper anywhere they

g “must part:clpate as competent citizens in the decmlons and processes that affect their
 lives (Gran 1987). Sustainable development is thus about the quantity and quality of |
empowerment and participation of people. Sustainable development therefore reqmres :
‘mobili izing citizens and their governments toward sustainable communities.

. In summary, applylng the concept of sustainable development to North American
communities begins with unprecedented and simultaneous emphasis on the éfficient
use of urban space, on minimizing the consumption of essential natural- capital, on
-multiplying social capital, and on mobilizing citizens-and their governments toward
these ends. This last element is crucial to coordmatmg and balancmg the other three

* - (figure 5). The significance of these: criteria for the future of our commumues and our

society is elaborated in the following chapters. ~ - o -

i ' - o ~Alcamo, .M. 1990. Compact City Design as a Strategy to Cut Dangerous Air Pollution.
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| | Brohman, J. 1996. Popular Development Reﬂtmkmg the Themy and Practzce of
| Development Oxford: Blaclcwell Publishers.




