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			JEWISH STUDIES COURSES  Fall 2021
Summer 2021
 Living Judaism (JWST/RLST 20300) 			Rebecca Lesses
	TR 10:00-11:30 AM		Online only
ICC: Humanities; Identities; Mind, Body, Spirit
An introduction to Judaism with a focus on theology, ethics, and ritual practice. Readings include selected texts from the biblical, rabbinic, medieval, and modern periods. Theological and ethical issues include God, good and evil, covenant, death and afterlife, justice, and social responsibility. The course examines how these Jewish understandings are lived out through practices associated with birth and death; marriage and commitment; sexuality; and the life of study, prayer, and devotion. Students may not receive credit for both RLST 20300 and JWST 20300.

Fall 2021
Hebrew Scriptures (JWST/RLST 10300)		Rebecca Lesses
MWF 10:00-10:50 PM	Job 160
Themes: Identities and Mind Body Spirit. Perspective: Humanities.
The Hebrew Bible (referred to by Christians as the Old Testament) is one of the foundational books of both western and world culture, and serves as the basis for Judaism and Christianity. In this course, we will read the books of the Bible critically as literature, as religious and moral text, and as a source of sociological knowledge. This course surveys the biblical literature, acquaints the students with critical methods for the study of the Bible, situates the Bible within the literature and culture of the ancient Near East, and discusses the religion of ancient Israel. We will deal with questions of history and archaeology, and with questions of meaning—what the biblical text meant to its ancient readers, and what meaning it has today. Readings will include the Bible and The Old Testament: A Historical and Literary Introduction to the Hebrew Scriptures, by Michael D. Coogan. JWST-10300 is cross-listed with RLST 10300. A student may not earn credit for both RLST-10300 and JWST-10300. No prerequisites.

Jews in the Modern World (JWST 20200) 	Rebecca Lesses
ICC Themes: Identities, Power and Justice; Perspective: Humanities
TR 1:10-2:25 PM		Friends 203
This course deals with the challenges that Jews have faced in the modern world and the creative responses that they have made to them for the past 500 years, since the Expulsion from Spain in 1492. We will discuss the larger political and social forces that have influenced Jewish life in the Middle East, Europe, and the Americas: European colonialism, mass migrations, the philosophical Enlightenment, Jewish political emancipation, religious and political anti-semitism, the Holocaust, nationalism, Zionism, the establishment of the state of Israel. In this course, we also seek a lens into the modern Jewish experience through examination of religious and cultural movements like Jewish mysticism, Hasidism, and modern Jewish philosophy, and analysis of Jewish material culture, Jewish literature, and artistic representations of Jewish life.

The Holocaust (POLT 23000)			Don Beachler
MW 4:00-5:15
This course is an introductory survey of major issues related to the Holocaust. We will examine the role of anti-Semitism in Western Culture and the rise of the racial anti-Semitism that animated Nazi hatred of the Jews. Among the topics to be covered are: The rise of Hitler to power; the initial policies of persecution and dispossession of the Jews and Jewish responses to these policies; the evolution of Nazi policy from expulsion of the Jews to extermination; the role of Jewish community leadership in attempting to cope with a murderous onslaught by establishing Jews in vital industries; the cooperation of many German bureaucrats in the final solution; the relationship of the Holocaust to the Nazis’ overall racial views and their war of racial supremacy in eastern Europe; the ongoing controversy over whether more Jews could have been rescued by the nations opposing Hitler and his regime.

Internship in Jewish Studies (JWST 42000)		Rebecca Lesses
On-site work experience, combined with academic study, in agencies or educational institutions with significant Jewish content, such as Jewish schools or community agencies or multicultural groups. Arranged individually at the student's request with the individual instructor, a sponsoring agency, and permission of the Jewish studies coordinator. 1-12 credits. Offered on demand only. 

Independent Study in Jewish Studies (JWST 49100)	Rebecca Lesses
Special research on an individual project arranged by a student with a particular faculty member. The project may include reading books and/or writing papers under the guidance of the faculty member, with a performance expectation of upper-level work. 1-4 credits. Offered on demand only. 




INTERESTED IN A JEWISH STUDIES MINOR?
Please contact Rebecca Lesses, Coordinator of Jewish Studies for further information
607-793-8807, rlesses@ithaca.edu
https://www.ithaca.edu/academics/school-humanities-and-sciences/jewish-studies
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