COURSE LIST FOR Fall 2026 
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY 

SOCI 10100-01 INTRODUCTION TO SOCIOLOGY (LA)
Credits: 4 
Instructor: Joslyn Brenton | 216 Muller Faculty Center | 607-274-3153 | jbrenton@ithaca.edu 
Prerequisites: None. 
Attributes: SO, TPJ 
Course Description: Basic scientific concepts related to social systems, recurring social processes, cultural factors, and social factors in the development of personality.


SOCI 20300-01, 02 JUVENILE DELINQUENCY (LA)
Credits: 4 
Instructor: Jessica Dunning-Lozano | 215 Muller Faculty Center | 607-274-7490 | jdunninglozano@ithaca.edu
Prerequisites: One liberal arts course. (Y)
Attributes: ADSE, CNSL, DV, ESE, LSCO, LXME, RPRE, SO, SO2, TPJ
Course Description: Analysis of juvenile delinquency and its social reality. Systematic examination of issues in defining and measuring delinquency, theories of cause, gang behavior, the juvenile justice system, and issues and alternatives in response and treatment. 

SOCI 20800-01 SOCIAL CHANGE (LA)
Credits: 4 
Instructor: Alicia Swords | 218 Muller Faculty Center | 607-274-1209 | aswords@ithaca.edu 
Prerequisites: One liberal arts course. (Y) 
Attributes: CNSL, ENSS, ESSS, LAEL, LAGC, SO, SO1, TPJ 
Course Description: Analysis of evolutionary and revolutionary social change from the perspective of critical sociology. Topics include the types of groups that mobilize for change, recruitment of new members, ideologies of groups, and leadership styles. Particular U.S. social change movements examined include labor, civil rights, antiwar, welfare rights, women's movement, and the new right.



SOCI 21300-01 SOCIOLOGY OF SEXUALITIES (LA)
Credits: 4 
Instructor: Rebecca Plante | 315 Muller Faculty Center | 607-274-3311 | rplante@ithaca.edu
Prerequisites: One liberal arts course. (Y) 
Attributes: CNSL, DV, SO, SO4, TIDE, WGS, WGSI
Course Description: Examination of how sexuality is defined in our society, stressing that it is cultural as well as biological and often defined in oppressive ways. Students investigate how the intersection of gender with capitalism, race, ethnicity, and sexual orientation has a strong impact on the definition of sexuality.

SOCI 21700-01 MENTAL HEALTH IN HISTORICAL AND SOCIAL CONTEXTS (LA)
Credits: 4 
Instructor: TBA
Prerequisites: One liberal arts course. (Y) 
Attributes: CC, DV, SO1
Course Description: Explores the historical and contemporary contexts of mental health and distress from both sociological and psychological perspectives. Examination of the social construction of mental health through time, and consideration of how social and cultural factors such as race, class, and gender intersect with diagnostic paradigms and clinical treatment models employed by practitioners.

SOCI 24300-01 DATA ANALYSIS (LA)
Credits: 4 
Instructor: Stephen Sweet | 211 Muller Faculty Center | 607-607-274-3910 | ssweet@ithaca.edu
Prerequisites:  SOCI 24200 (S,Y)
Attributes: QL, SS
Course Description: Data Analysis introduces students to how sociologists use quantitative and qualitative data to study social phenomena. Quantitative topics include: data management, variable structures, numeric and graphic displays of data, univariate analysis, and bivariate analysis. Qualitative topics include: data management, reading interview transcripts and fieldnotes, positionality; open and focused coding, content analysis data rubrics, analytic memos, applying sociological concepts/theory to analyze qualitative data, and report writing. 



SOCI 32900-01 HEALTH AND THE FAMILY (LA)
Credits: 4 
Instructor: Joslyn Brenton | 216 Muller Faculty Center | 607-274-3153 | jbrenton@ithaca.edu
Prerequisites: 2 SOCI courses. (IRR)
Attributes: CNSL, SS, WGSC
Course Description: Examines the meaning of health and illness in the family context and against a shifting backdrop of family policies, healthcare values and goals, and intersecting inequalities. Investigates how we define family and health, how marital status affects health, how health is negotiated among family and community members, and how inequalities shape health opportunities. Includes in-depth interviewing to apply course concepts to one’s own health status and family dynamics.

SOCI 36200-01 THE MORAL LIMITS OF MARKETS (LA)
Credits: 4 
Instructor: Sergio Cabrera | 212 Muller Faculty Center | 607-274-7968 | scabrera@ithaca.edu
Prerequisites: Two SOCI courses. (IRR)
Attributes: SS
Course Description: This course foregrounds the intersections of markets and moral norms in the context of contemporary capitalism in the United States. Explores how markets mediate ordinary actions in everyday life, from how people feed and dress themselves to where they live and work, and even to how they travel, play, and care for each other. Examines the moral limits of markets by exploring whether there are cultural boundaries beyond which buying and selling become taboo. 

SOCI 42900-01 DOING GENDER & SEXUAL DIVERSITY (LA)
Credits: 4 
Instructor: Rebecca Plante | 315 Muller Faculty Center | 607-274-3311 | rplante@ithaca.edu
Prerequisites: Three courses in SOCI or WGST or with the SO attribute; WRTG 10600
Attribute: WGS
Course Description: Focuses on how people develop gender and sexuality diversity. Prioritizes social scientific perspectives and theories, as well as empirical methodologies. Examines dynamic relationships between structural processes and resistance, agency and interpersonal meaning-making.

SOCI 45000-01 RESEARCH CAPSTONE (LA)
Credits: 4
Instructor: Sergio Cabrera | 212 Muller Faculty Center | 607-274-7968 | scabrera@ithaca.edu
Prerequisites: SOCI 24200, SOCI 24300, and SOCI 31100
Course Description: A capstone experience in which students define and execute a sociological research project that involves collecting and analyzing data and writing a research paper. Students also reflect on the relevance of sociology with respect to charting future pathways through their own life course. Approval from the department chair and a 3.3 GPA in the major is required to enroll in the course. If you would like to take this course but do not meet the criteria, please talk to your advisor or the department chair. Satisfies ICC Capstone.
