Philosophy 110

Fall 2006

Second Written Assignment

In two pages (type-written), please consider the following two cases.
  Among the three options listed for each case, which would an act-utilitarian favor, and why?  (Restrict yourself to the three options listed, rather than dreaming up new options.)  You may have to speculate somewhat as to the nature of the consequences each option will produce, but that is fine (indeed, it is unavoidable when applying act-utilitarianism).  When you do speculate, be sure to ask yourself which consequences are especially likely to happen, and which are not so likely to happen (an act-utilitarian aims to choose the option which is has the best odds of creating the most overall happiness).

Your answers are due Friday, October 13th in class. 

Case A:  Xerxes is Wolfram’s best friend.  Wolfram is devoted to Vita, who is distantly polite to Wolfram when they meet.  In fact Vita thinks that Wolfram is a creep, and is polite only out of good manners.  But Wolfram thinks that she must secretly adore him as much as he adores her.  If he learned her true attitude he would be heartbroken.  The main prop of his existence would be removed.  Wolfram often asks Xerxes:  “She loves me, doesn’t she?”  Xerxes knows the truth.  Should he:

(i) tell Wolfram that Vita loves him?

(ii) tell Wolfram that Vita thinks he’s a creep?

(iii) evade the question?

Case B:  Umberto is a plastic surgeon specializing in the repair of birth defects.  He lives in a part of the country where there is no one else with his skills and qualifications.  Umberto has two children, whom he sees very little of because he spends long hours at the hospital.  He is a nice father and his children would like to see more of him.  He would not earn significantly less money if he decided not to work on weekends and take holidays with his children.  And his children would be happier.  But hundreds of other children would not then get the operations they need in order to live normal lives.  Should he:

(i) spend the same or even less time with his children?

(ii) spend somewhat more time with his children?

(iii) spend much more time with his children?

� These cases are taken from Adam Morton, Philosophy in Practice (Cambridge, Mass:  Blackwell Publishers, 1996, pp. 183-184.





