My Ishmael by Daniel Quinn is a fiction novel about a young girl who responds
tc{newspaper article advertising a teacher seeking a pupil with the “earnest desire to
save the world.” The book continues to W chronicle young Julie’s education on
environmental and social issues as Ishmael teaches her. Certain terms and concepts
used throughout the book are used in the chapter selected for yoq':reading, ‘Less is
Not Always More.” o '

The term “Leavers” is used to describe people who lived in a tribal, hunter-
gatherer society, and conversely, “Takers” are people who developed agriculture and
eventually went on to develop advanced tools and technology. All peopl'e living in -
industrialized societies today; and even most in developing nations are Takers.

“Mother Culture” is a phrase used throughout the novel to describe the cul_tljral
ideas that have been ingrained in peoples thinking from birth. Mother Culture
encompasses all the things we know without even having consciously learned them.

' Keeping these terms in mind while reading “Less is Not Always More” will
enhanCe your reading experience and hopefully allow you to obtain the most
mformatlon from the chapter without hawng read the entnre novel.
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“Tell mz what vou think the world swould be Ezka if we
actually did manage to ‘sart lving 8 different way.

“This is a very legititnate reguest, Jube, and I can’t imag-
ine wity you hesitared o make 1 1 know from experno
chat, at this poing, many people unagine thar 'm thivdiing of
s future in which wchuology has disapprared, s all too easy
for veu to blame all your problems on teg hn@ agy. But hu-
mans were born rechnologists as they were born hinguist,
and no Leavey secple has ever been discovered that 15 chevid
of it. Like so many other facers of Leaver hife, however, thics
cechnnlogy tends o be almost invisible 1o eyes gsed ro tech-
sology as furiously powerful and exvravagant as yours, in
any case, I'm certainly not (;;wammm 3 future for you doo
void of technology.

“Very often people who are used 0 chinking m the
Taker way will say o me, "Well, if the Taker way isn't
che right way, what # e right way! Bug of course therg iy
ne one right way for people 1o live, any more rhan there 18
one vight way for birds to buda nests o for spiders o spin
webs, So Ui cortainly not envisoning 2 fature i which the
Taker empire has been overthrown and replacs 4 by anoth
That's if*i;i{}if“if” ponpsense. What does Mother t;imw Sy
you have 1o 4of

“Odby my,” 1 osaid, 71 cuess she'd say we don’t have to 4o
anything at aii’ |

Fle shook his head. “Listen 1o her, dont try 10 second.
ouess her. Yon mentioned one of her teachings on this sulx
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1] zf i%mi doesn’t -f.%"'-'-}fia,j ey *“i}ﬂt DR, ‘zmi_;_;f that doesi b
work, try this one. Ad | i1t 3---1;1“-;.111,-_,. ' |

“3kay, Tass what ‘{ﬂii mean Ler me the k. T closed $33Y
vyes and after abour five m ;-.I._i_ii-’f.{:tﬁ began o get s glimmer,

“This may be mtally wrong,” 1 told him, “This may jast be
the simple tearh, but this is what 1 hearn Sure, you can
save the world, bat you're really going 1o have 1t 10s really
| gﬂ%ﬁ{? o e paipdull
“Why s i going to be yamﬁf”"

“Feeause of all the seff we have 1o grve up. HBur as §osay,
2130 -'5*;1-;:5}“;* st be the sumple roath ;”' ' |

“Te iw's st the simple truth, Juhie, Is Mother Culrure’s
?ﬁi‘{{.i?}?‘:fj e, Abhough Mother Culture 8 2 metaphor, she
really does behave uncannily like o real person sometimes,
Whe do vou think she would rell this pardeniar He?”

Uhbe wants to discourage us fromo changing, T ogurss”

“O eourse. Her whole funoion 5w proserve the Staiis
guo. This s not o peculisray of yowr Mother Cubiure In
every culture, s the funoron of Mother Cultre o DERCTVE
the status quo. D don’t mean at all 1o suggest ihat this is a
wWiC kol autiy _i%:}f‘ c .

Y umsiesstang.”

“Sother Culture wants to foreseal] gonr right at the ousat
be porsuading vou that, for vou, any change st be a change
for the worse. Why s it the case that for you any change must
e change for the worse, Juhe!”

“I don't mw%«z P SEAT why vou stress or you ™
Wil think aboot the Bushmen of Afvica insiead of

shout yvou. Would any :i’-:fii:%"ﬁw be o change for the worse for

iiwrf ’ | | _

“ithe | osee what vou mean, The answer 15 no, of course,

For the Bushmen of Alvica, any change would be s change

bar the detter, arcording o Mother Coslrues.”
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“Becawse what they have s oworthless, S0 any change
wonld be au Efﬂ}“ﬁ‘{ﬁ‘”iﬁ’ii By S

“Exactly. And why must any change for you be a chunge
for the worse? '

“Because what we have is perfection. It buss s can’t el any
better than this, so any change i3 e tacto gong o be g
shange for the worse. Is that righi—ipso § facto?”

“It's quite right, Julie. I've been surprised by how many of
vou actually seern to believe that what you have is perfection,
fr rook me g while to reabize that this resulis from ihe
SEANZO gif‘t,.f”‘:"ﬁi“_:?i”ifiiﬂf vou have of human histery and of
evoiution, A great wmany of you conscisusly or usconsciously
thivk of evolution as a orocess of inexorable improvement.
You rmagine that humans began as a completely miserable
tot but under the influence of evolution very graduadly got
hetter 2 rud bepter and berrer and betrer and bewer and bener
a5 Lu,-..a_,tf:: and better and benter and hewer and better and
better until one day they became vou, com piete wath frost-
froe  refrigerators,  mIcrowave  ovens, aii‘--s:a::z.ncfiii}:miﬂg;
prinivans, aned sarellite welovisinn with sey hundeed channels,
Becguse of this, giving up anything would necossanily repre-
sent @ step hac ix ward in human development, 8o Mother
Culture formulates the problem thes way: having the world
TEAns gitdng wp things and giving up things means roverting
to msery. Dherefore T

“Therefors forger abour giving up ih*;‘wa

“And, more imporantly, forger about saving the waorld.”

“And what ave you saving?” '

1 oo say forget abour gmiving up things” You sheulds's
think of yourselves a3 wealthy people who must give up
ii}ﬁ}f‘; of your vches, You should think of vourselves as people
i1 desperate need. Do you unds Hmmi i root meaning ¢ oo
the word wealth, Tulie?”

“U'm not sure”

“What roor word i the word wersst based o
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“So make s guess. What roor word i the word swegiih
based on?’

U7

SOV eurse. Lo Hs POOT SENSE, weelth 1sn 't oa SYpoayin for
smoney, s 4 synonym Lot wellnes, Pn serms of producrs, you
wre of course fabulowly weaithy, gt i terms of huonan
wealth, vou are patheteally poor. In e of haran wealth,
Za T che wrerchesd of the eavch,  And this s why vy 9
houldn't foous on giving up | things. How can you expect the
wretched of the canth to give up Jmufﬁmg*‘ That's irnpossibie,
Oy the contrary, you must absolutely copcentrate on peiting
things-——but Dol More Ioasiers, fulie, Nat more radios. Mot
e television sers. Not more relephiones. Wnr more L3
slayers, INot mors playthirgs. You st conceniras on gele
ring the things you aimgmﬂﬁiv et ws human beings. At the
mopment von've given ap on all those things, you've devided
hey cant e hiach, Bt oy rask, imw io o show IR rhat this
it the case. You dor’t have to give up on che things you
despermicly  n 2t hmm?afi bieiriga, L bey i within yous
ceach—if you Koow where 10 ook for them. i von b pnws
b to took for thern And dus what you came {0 me ¥
bogrn.

Shyver how o we do rhat, Ishroaels ?"”'

W ve got o he more geman wling for vourseives, Fugdg
cot oo, This is swhere 1 parg company Wi %,f-a}m rellginnats,
by verd oo SRCOUTRES You 1o b birave 53¢k L?i&;;*«iﬁ rii‘a;;ﬁ -
and to expect Hrde from liles and to expwct hetter oniy M2
next Life. You need 1o demand foryourseives the weaith that
aborigingl people 2 ever the world are willing 1o die 1
Sefend, Yeou nesd o demand for yourse fyes the wealth that
bheraans had from the beguwnning, that they ook mr oranied
e hundreds of thousands of years. You need 10 w::'zmifﬂad
for yourselves the wealth you threw away i of der to make

YOULBERES che rulers of the world, %mﬁ POt At demand this
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from vour leaders, Your feasters aren’t wathholding s They

Cdont have it give to you This s how you must fizi{sﬂ',-

fram revolutionaries of the P, w}m saply wanted ditter
ent prople to be running things, ¥ou oan't solve your probe

th

e by putting someone now in charge.

“Yeah, bt who do we demand 11 of o we don’c demand ot

R

from our jeaders?

“Uiemand it of yourselves, Tulic, Tribel wealth i the en-
ergy that tribal members give each other in order o keep the
eribe going, This energy is inexhauvstible, a compleiely re-
newable respuree.” '

toorpaned, “You're sitll por welling me how w do thar”

“Tulie, the things vou want s humans are geaidadle, This
is iy message 1o you over and over and over again. You Can
Aave thess thmgm Prople yo dospise 88 1EDOIANnT Savages
have them, so why can’t vey have them?”

“Han dosw? How do we go chowr having them?”

“First you have to realize that o's passible vo have them,
Look, alie, before you could go to the moon, you first had
realize that it was powible to o 1 the moon, Beltore you
could butld an arvficial heary, vou frst had to reghive that o
W wa.ﬂéﬁm to build an arthoial heart, Do vou seo that?”

“At the moment, Tulie, how many of vou realize that your
ancestors had 2 way of lving that worked very well for
seople? People who lived dus way weoren't perperually stoug-
cling with crime, madness, depression, injustics, poverty, and
rage, Wealth wasn't concentrated in the bands of a Ioacky
fow. People didn'y live in terror of their aeighbors or of the
future, Poople tol secure, and they s0Ere BOCIIE-iD @ Way
that's almost fi“iiiﬂd&iﬂ-ﬂiﬁi& te you. Lhis way of hving 5 st
extant, and i sl works an well as i ever did, for Rl rel Lo
anlifie vour way, which warks very well for business bw
very badly for people. How many of you realize aff this?”

el

“N{}ﬂi’:? Poead, Ly YELY fow.
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“Then how can they begin? To go to the moon, you ﬁrst
had to realize that it was possible to go to the moon.’ '
“So what are you saying? That it’s impossible?”

[shmael sighed. “Do you remember what I advertlsed
for?” . ' '
“Of course. A pupil with an earnest desire to save the '
- world.” ' ' _
“Then presumably you came - here because you have that
“desire. Did you think I was going to hand you a magic
wand? Or an automatic weapon with which you could gun
‘down all the evildoers of the world?”

“No.” o

~ “Did you think there was nothing to be done? Did you
~ think that you would come here, listen for a while, and then
go home and do nothing? Did you think that doing nothing
was my idea for saving the world?” - '
- “No.”

“On the basis of what I've been saymg here, Julie, what
~ needs to be done? What needs to be done first before people
will begin figuring out how to get the wealth they so desper-
ately need?” ' -

I shook my head but that wasn’t nearly enough. I popped
up out of my chair and windmilled my arms. Ishmael
 looked at me curiously, as if I might have lost my mind at
~last. I said to him, “Look! You’re not talking about saving
the world. I can’t igure you out! You’re talking about saving

. u.f'”

[shmael nodded “I ,understand your puzzlement, Julie.
But here is how it is. The people of your culture are in the
process of rendering this planet uninhabitable to yourselves '
and millions of other species. If you succeed in doing this, life
will certainly continue, but at levels you (in your lofty. way) B
would undoubtedly consider more primitive. When you
and I speak of saving the world, we mean saving the world
roughly as we know it now—a world populated by ele-
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hsnts, ;{i}rﬁf,ﬁ kﬁzi GATIHIE, E:s;ami ik, e:::zgif: 3 i-,mi& whalos,
:zfzer% s oy, 1 you v noderstand?” |
H eourse.”
“There are ondy 1wo ways e save the veorld i th,ﬁ SETLSE,
Uhne of them is to desuroy vou immediately-—not o wat for
YLk £ render the Wf‘}::ﬁé umﬂiw?};m%ﬁr foiy *gmsmﬂw [ knnw
of no aw%; 0 arf{}mg}l'ﬁh vhat, julie, Do Yo7

Po”

“The only osther way to save the world s to save yor. 15 @
show vou how 1o get the ihmgs VOU S0 dﬁ;}uﬁ’mi} s
instead of destroving the world.”

Yk, T osaid. -

“Tt is my hizarre theory, Julie, that the peoply of your
cultnre are destroving the world not because they're vinions
or svapnd, as Mother Culture teaches, but becanss they re
werribly, terribly deprived—ot things that humans absolutely
wrinyt have, sm‘mh« cannnt go on lvang wihow year after
year and generauon aftes generation, 1T my wzarre theory
that, given 8 chows herween destroving the world and hav-
g the things they really, deeply want, they'll choose the
iatrer. But before they can make thay {:}if?ia’,m they st see
rhat iﬁhf:—?ﬁ"‘ ' |

| gave him back one of hix swn bi leal stares. “And P
' Stip;‘;‘smed t show them that they have that choice. Iy that

(3 |

e %m s 1t Jubie, sn't tha whai vosy wanted m dooin your
daydream? Bring enlightenment o the world from afar®

“Y¥eah, that’s what | wanred 10 do i my Faydrearn, all
righe, But in real lfe, giome a break, Um juss 2 kid wonder-
g how e ggfﬂmé} make our when I fnally get 1o bugh
srbool.”

“} reslize that, Bul vou're not going 10 remain 30 forever,
Whether you kpow 1 or o, yoU ame here to be ch anged,
and youve been changed. And whether you know 1t or not,
the change is pormanent.”



